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In recent years, there has been increased discussion in the press and
within government, intellectual and ecclesiastical circles concerning the
role the Sangha is playing in Siam and might increasingly play in the
nation-building development process.

In the near future the Inter-Institutional Discussion Seminar Group
will hold a seminar on the Social Role of Buddhism in Siam. This special
issue of the Social Science Review is focused on the various roles the Sangha
is playing in Thai society today.

The Thai Sangha itself has, over the past few years, displayed exemplary
initiative in seeking out a constructive social service role directed towards
making a positive contribution to the development of the Thai nation as
well as towards achieving the stability and progress of the Buddhist faith.
The Thai Sangha has engaged in training and action programmes directed
towards the more effective and extensive involvement of the Sangha in
social service and community development programming. In many of these
programmes, the Sangha and the Thai Government have worked cooperatively
in order-to achieve the maximum results.

The two Buddhist Universities, Mahamakut and Maha Chulalongkorn,
have playved a pioneering role in the sphere of Sangha leadership training. The
two Buddhist Universities have accepted as their responsibility the Develop-
ment of Sangha leadership in the provincial and rural zreas of Siam. For
the past several years, these two Universities have assigned selected monk
graduates to take up positions on a permanent year round basis as teachers,
headmasters, advisers in upcountry areas throughout the Kingdom. Today,
there are more than 100 such Buddhist University monk graduates carrying
out their responsibilities as Sahgha leaders up-country, often in the most
remote areas. These monk graduates have been provided in-service training
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in order to keep them au courant of the latest techniges in the community
development field as well as the activities and direction of government
programming. At the same time such serninar cum training courses provide
these monk graduates with the opportunity to exchange ideas and experience.
A seminar cum training course for approximately seventy monk graduates
was recently held under the auspices of the Department of Religious Affairs.
Further training for monks from rural areas and for new graduates of
the Universities are new being planned, These two seperate courses of

training will be able to start soon.

The Buddhist Universities have also carried out training courses for
rural monks with a view to providing such rural leaders with specialized
training in such areas as public bealth and sanitation principles and
community development programming and techniques. Such a training
course for rural Pariyati-Dhamma monk teachers was recently held in
Bangkok under the joint auspices of the two Buddhist Universities.

The provincial Sangha has also taken initiative in developing training
and development projects in the general sphere of social service and
community development. The Buddhist University monk graduates assigned
upcountry have assisted in the organization and implementation of such
provincial programme initiatives. The Dhammaraj Suksa Buddhist School
authorities, Wat Phra Singh, Chiengmai, have undertaken several social
service projects. One of the most imaginative of such programmes is the
administration of a health education correspondence course under the joint
auspices of the Dhammaraj Suksa School and the Medical Faculty of
Chiengmai University. The Northern Education Centre for Buddhist Private
Schools recently established with headquarters at the Dhammaraj Suksa
School, Wat Phra Singh, Chiengmai, has recently implemented a Sangha
community development project ( Dhamma Patana) which involved sending
five development teams composed of monks, Chiengmai Medical University
students, and government district officials to remote areas in the northern
region. These teams are to undertake basic education in sanitation, public
health, and general community development programming. In addition,
religious teaching is carried out by the monk members of these teams.

In Ubolrajdhani, a Centre for Buddhist Studies and Development was

recently established. One of the first projects of this Centre was the
organization of a training course for Pariyati-Dhamma rural monk teachers.
Training was given in the making of water jars, wells, and water seal
latrines. The trainees, on their return to their villages, have engaged in
increased community development service activity utilizing the techniques
learned in the Centre's training course. Religious training was also given
at the Centre’s course. A similar Centre for Buddhist Studies and
Development has just recently been established in Nongkhai and a training
course for rural monk teachers has been carried out utilizing the same format
as that of the Ubol Center’s course.
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The Sangha’s involvement in social service programming in remote areas
extends to the Lill tribe areas as well. Under the joint auspices of the
Development of Public Welfare and the Sangha, seventy monks { Dham-
macharick) divided into twenty teams will travel in remote trihal areas for a
period of approximately three months, This mission is to disseminate, in
addition to moral and religious teaching, training in the ficld of public health
and sanitation, education and civies. This is the second vear such a
programme has been carried out.

In addition to the above Sangha social service programmes, the Department
of Religious Afiairs, in cooperation with the Sangha, has carried out a Sangha
service programme under the title Dhammathut. This year, over 1,000 monks
are involved. These monks are to carry out their responsibilities for period
of approximately three months in the field of moral and religious teaching,
citizenship training, and hygiene and sanitation advice.

From the above outline, it can be seen that the Sangha has aceepted the
responsibility of contributing in a constructive way to the social and economic
development of the Thai nation. Whether the progromme is called
Dhammathut, Dhammacharick, or Dhamma Patana, the underlying theme is
the same: socially responsible activity on the part of the Sangha in a
progressive and non-disruptive nation-building process.

In closing, the remarks made by Khun Manoj Vudha in the Banghok
World 1965 annnal issue are relevant to the above discussion:

“ It is indeed very gratifying to learn at the time of writing that
the usefulness of the Buddhist monks as valuable elements in the political
and social development of the country, in the course of the current
nation-building process, was being appreciated by the political develop-
ment subcommittee of the National Research Council of Training.
Pending further study and approval by the ecclesiastic and state
authorities, the Council has been considering the members of the
Buddhist brotherhood as potential rural leaders.

Because of their ecclesiastic status, their standing in the estimation
of the people, especially in rural areas, is normally high. If they are
asked to become members of the Community Development Teams they
will have the special advantage of being in possession of certain
characteristics normally called for in those recruited to work in that
Sfield: (a) some degree of understanding of the culture of the people
they will be working with; (b) ability to work effectively with people;
(c) probably in certain cases substantial ‘rural disposition.” They
would be in a position to develop with ease an interest in and zeal for

work.”
Our Correspondent,
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SOME COMPARATIVE NOTES
_ - ON THE ORGANISATION _
*,OF THE SANGHA IN CEYLON AND SIAM _

I

The Sangha, the order of monks, is the major institution of Theravada
Buddhism. The Sanghas of Ceylon, Burma, Siam, Laos and Cambodia are all
organised according to the same ““charter”, the Vinaye Pitaka, they have a
common language, Pali, which allowed them to communicate easily, they
maintained close relations with each other throughout their history and
consequently have many common features, Not only the common reverence
{or the Enlightened One and the adherence to His teachings, but also the
historical links between Sanghas in different countries through common
ordination traditions and common interpretations of the Vinaya rules,
evidenced by names like Siam Nikaya in Ceylon or Langka Vamsa in Siam
show that the Sanghas are not national organizations but a Sangha “ of the
four quarters of the world ¥, Despite all this the Sanghas in the different
countries were faced with specific historical situations—British colonial rule
in Burma and Ceylon, French colonial rule in Laos and Cambodia and
independence in Siam. The societies from which the members of the Sangha
are drawn have different structures. Most notably is the difference between
the caste system of Ceylon and the South-East Asian social structure
emphasising personal group affiliations, patronage and mobility between
occupations. Furthermore the Sanghas had to face quite different problems
in all five countries: colonial suppression, roval protection, Christian
opposition, Hindu influences, misguided laymen’s benevolence, industrialisa-
tion, urbanisation, lack of support or the temptations of surplus wealth. It is
therefore quite understandable that dispite the unity of Theravada Buddhism
throughout the various Sanghas have developed their own peculiar type of
organisation to cope with the specific problems of their own society and to
meet the challenge of various social and political problems. 1 will attempt to
outline some of the features and problems of the organisation of the Sinhalese
Sangha of Ceylon adding some remarks here and there to indicate differences
in the organisation of othér Sanghas.
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The overall organisation of the Sinhalese Sangha differs considerably
from that of the Thai Sangha. There is no central authority, no Sangharaja
and ro executive or legislative hody representing the whole Sangha as the
Ecclesiastical Council in Siam. Ceylonese ecclesiastical law is comparatively
underdeveloped. Whereas the Thai Ecclesiastical Act of 1962 gives detailed
instructions as to the organisation and administration of the Thai Sangha,
the main Ceylonese law, the Buddhist Temperalities Ordinance of 1931, is
mainly concerned with the administration and governmentsl conirol of temple
land and property, but not with the organisation of the Sangha itself.

The Sinhtalese Sangha today is divided into three “sects”, the Siam
Nikaya, the Amarapura Nikaya and the Ramanya Nikaya. But even these
nikayas each does not have its own central administration but each is further
subdivided into “chapters”, headed by a Mahanayake Thero. At present
there are about six chapters of the Siam Nikaya, twenty-three chapters of the
Amarzapura Nikaya and two of the Ramanya Nikaya, and the formation of new
chapters is still going on. We might therefore ask what constitutes the
common bond of the administratively independent “ chapters” combined in
one nikaya? The main bond is firstly ithe common ordination tradition. The
Upasampada tradition of the Siam Nikava was introduced in 1753 A.D. by the
first and only Sangharaja of Ceylon, the Venerable Velivita, who hadreceived
his higher ordination in Siam. The ordination of the other two sects was
introduced from Burma.

Another common bond is provided by the caste system of Sinhalese
society, While the chapters of the Siam Nikaya ordain only members of the
highest caste, the Govigame (farmer’s caste), the bhikkhus of the other
rikavas are mainly members of the other lower castes and there is a certain
tendency for some chapters to draw its membersfromone particular caste only.
In contrast to Siam where two nikavas, the Thammayut and the Mahanikaya,
are united under a central administration, headed by the Sangharaja, in

evlon a great number of independent chapters are divided into three groups
of common ordination tradition (Siam, Amarapura, and Ramanya Nikayas)
with no central authority to guide and administer the affairs of the Sangha.

III

We might now have a closer look at one of the chapters of the Siam Nikaya
in Central Cevlon. In Kandy, the capital of the last Sinhalese kingdom,
which occupies a place in Cevlonese history similar to that of Ayuthia in
Thai history, there are two large monasteries, Malwatte Vihare (the “Flower-
garden Monastery ) and Asgiri Vibare. Each is the centre of a chapter of
the Siam Nikava. Both chapters are in charge of the pujas (rites) in alternate
years in the Dalada Maligawe { Temple of the Tooth), the most important
Buddhist temple in Ceylon, which draws thousands of pilgrims every year.
Malwatte Vihare is the largest monastery in Ceylon, but it iz nevertheless
occupied by considerably less bhikkhus than most of the bigger Bangkok
wats. The general outlay of the monastery is not very different {rom a Thai
wat. There are two temples, piyege in Sinhalese and bo¢ in Thai, there is a
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stupa, various Bo-trees and a library. The living quarters of the bhikkus,
{ pansala ) are built along narrow lanes, similar to those of Wat Bovonives or
Wat Mahadhatu in Bangkok. The social structure is, however, quite different.
In the larger Thai monasteries, the bhikkhus are grouped into Gana, each
occupying one of the residential quarters. The members of the group change
from time to time and newly ordained bhikkhus or monks from other monas-
teries are allotted to a Gana by the Lord Abbot or a committee, appointed for
this purpose. In contrast to this the procedure is quite different in Malwatte
Vihare in Kandy. Each residential unit ( pansale ) is owned by a chief monk
{viharadhipati) who is at the same time the head of an ordination-lineage
( paramparavae). The Mahanayake Thero of Malwatte Vihare cannot distribute
new bhikkhus on the various pansalas, as the Thai Lord Abbot can allot new
members of his wat to a particular Gana. The paramparava is, in contrast to-
the Gana, a fixed group consisting of a chief monk and his pupils.

Succession to the office of chief monk at a Ceylonese temple isregulated
by the “rule of pupillary succession” (Sisiygnu Sisiya paremparaoa).
According to this rule a deceased incumbent of a temple (vikdradhipati } is
succeeded by his senior pupil, if no deed in favour of another pupil }'{as been
issued earlier. There are two ways of establishing a teacher-pupil relationship
which is recognised by Ceylonese ecclesiastical law: firstly by the ritual of
“robing” a person { pabbajja ), usually a boy of at least 10 years of age and
thus ordaining him as 2 novice ( samanera). The robing ritual is performed
by a senior monk, the robing tutor, who by this act becomes legally the
teacher of the novice. Very often the robing tutor will later on, when his
pupil has reached the prescribed age of 20, present him for the higher
ordination (upssampada), a more elaborate and highly important ritual.
This is the second form of establishing a teacher-pupil relationship. Other
forms of teacher-pupil relations, known in canconical Buddhism and emphasi-
sed in other Theravada Buddhist Sanghas, e.g. in Siam, are not recognised in
Ceylon when it comes to transmission of property and succession to office.
A young monk who selects a senior monk other than his robing or ordination
tutor as his spiritual teacher ( upajjhaya) is not regarded as his pupil in the
legal sense. Though also in Ceylon the tutor or legal teacher is expected to
instruct his pupil, the emphasis is placed on the ritual relationship and on
the fact that a senior pupil is the designated successor to the teacher’s office:
of chief incumbent ¢ viharadipati) of one or more temples.

Most of the twenty-two chief monks of Malwatte Vihare do not only

own” a residential unit {pansale)at Malwattee Vihare, but also other
temples in Ceylon. Some of these temples are endowed with large tracts of
land, worked by temple tennants. These tennants have either to perform
certain services for the monastery, to which the land is attached or they have
to give a share of the crop {in cash or in kind) to the chief monk who uses
this income for the repair of the buildings, the maintenance of other monks
who perform puja at the temple, the organisation of temple festivals and
other expenditure. Considerable time and energy of the chief monks go
into the administration of temple land. Nevertheless only very few have
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taken the opportunity, provided by the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance,
to appoint a lay trustee of the temple property. Discussions about a reform
of the administration of Sangha Property has been going on in Ceylon for a
long time, and it is likely that some measures will be taken by the government
in due course.

As indicated in the title I have set out to give only a few notes on the
organisation of the Sangha. Many important and relevant aspects had to be
left aside, partly because time and space do not permit me to give a more
detailed account and partly because only very little published information is
available, This account is therefore mostly based on some preliminary
evaluation of data collected during field research in Ceylon and Siam between
1958 and 1966. I am concluding these notes by expressing my sincere thanks
to the Venerable Amunugama Sri Vipassi, Mahanayake of the Malwatte
Chapter of the Siam Nikaya, Kandy, and to the Venerable Chao Kun Sasana
Sobhana, Lord Abbet of Wat Bovornives, Bangkok, for giving me permission
to live and to study in their monasteries.

Hans-Dieter Evers
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