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Notes On The Sham State

Our Correspondent

The Shan State with a population of
5 million lies in South East Asia bor-
dered by Burma, Thailand, Laos and
China. It is an area of 62,000 square
miles of wooded highlands with an
average elevation of 3,000 feet above
sea level.

In the cold season which is from
November to February the tempera.
ture drops during the night to freez-
ing point in the valleys and below
freezingin thehills. During the warm.
est months, April and May, the
valleys become very warm (90" F or
more ) and dry, but the towns are
pleasant at 70" F.

The hills are delightful through
the year with pine forests and flower-
ing trees: the purple jacaranda, yellow
laburnum and red flame of the forest,
In the summer the hill slopes and
grassy meadows are dotted with bushes
of edible yellow and black berries. In
winter the hills are covered with pink
cherry blossoms.

loy

The Shan people are of the Thai
race and are devout Buddhists, Most
of them live in villages situated in
broad river valleys separated from one
another by high ranges of thickly
forested mountains (the highest peak
is Loi Leng at 10,000 feet ).

Each village is self-sufficient and
as the soil is moist and {fertile there is
plenty for everyone provided he is
not lazy or addicted to opium or to
gambling. Each villager owns the
fields he works on and in addition he
has buffaloes and cows which he keeps
tied up every evening under his house
( which is raised 5 or 6 feet from the
ground on stilts) after a hard day’s
toil in the paddy fields for both man
and beasts.

The life of a Shan villager is not
hard however for he does not need to
work the whole year round. He
ploughs the fields just before the mon-
soonal rains in June. By August he
has finished sowing all his paddy



fields. He does not have much to do
while the rice is growing until harvest
time in December.

If he isenergetic, he plants vegeta.-
bles: carrot, cabbage, cauliflower,
soya-bean, pea, chilli, onion, garlic,
pumpkin, turnip, cucumber, etc. But
if he is not, he easily gathers edible
leaves, roots and flowers in the forest
nearby which his wife makes into
He also goes
fishing in the swollon streams that

dishes to eat with rice.

swirl down from the mountains. He
is not an avid hunter but he will hunt
for wild boar and barking deer armed
with an old musket or rifle.

For the Shan villager, the happiest
time of the year is when it is time to
reap the golden fields of rice stalks
heavy with grain. The stalks are cut
and the hay threshed to separate the
grain from the stalk and the grain is
stowed away in granaries which are
in fact gigantic baskets woven of
bamboo,

The whole village including grand-
parents and very young children turn
out to harvest all the paddy fields
( which belong to individual villagers
and not to any landlord - indeed the
system of landlordism, absentee or
otherwise, is not known in the Shan
State ). This is a co-ordinated commu-
nal tradition which is characteristic of

the Shan village communities as well
as the town communities where reli-
gious ceremonies, weddings, deaths
and other gatherings are wholly com-
munal affairs.

Harvest time is the time when
trade is brisk and money changes
hands. The villagers are happy for
they have money in their pockets and
rice to the last them for a year. Their
happiness and contentment is expressed
in the numerous fiestas that take place
in every village so that at night the
sound of the heavy throbbing Shan
drums and insistent gongs fill night-
air with a sense of excitement and
merry - making. It is the time when
young men make advances to shy,
rosy -cheeked maidens and love words
are whispered beneath the clear moon-
light of the Shan sky.

The land of the Shans is a land
gentle beauty, of whispering pines
and cherry blossoms. Shans love
their land with a proud passion.
They are a proud people because they
have a sense of living history which
is not derived from any textbook
crammed down their throats in any
stuffy classroom or from any state_
managed propaganda but which exists
in Shan minds in colourful episodes
of heroic battles and great deeds, of
time when great kings ruled and
whose power extended not only over

od



puny men but over dragons and ogres
and celestial beings. Indeed their kings
ruled over empires both in China and
South East Asia.

This sense of living history is
handed down from one generation to
another in song, verse, poetry and
folk-lore and gives the ordinary villa-
ger the sense of being the rightful
owner of the land he tills and on
which he builds his hut; it gives him
the feeling of owning the clumps of
swaying slender bamboo, the clear
laughing brooks and the high purple
peaks shrouded in mist—and thus a
Shan feels completely free and resents
interference in the affairs of his daily
life. There is no stylized code of be-
haviour as with the Hindus and the
followers of Confucius but instead
there is a great deal of tolerance
among the Shans and no human error
is too evil to be forgotten or forgiven.

In addition to being agriculturists,
Shans enjoy trading and commercial
dealings. Commercial activity includes
travelling about from village to vil-
Often a
man sets out to buy and sell when

lage and town to town.

life seems to be losing its sweetness
or when the heart becomes restless.
He buys produce from one village
and sells it to another or makes a
round of the rural market towns.

od

Often however several villagers
and their families team up to form a
trading caravan. They load their bul-
lock carts with products around their
village like tangerines, tea—leaves and
tobacco, and they set off on a slow
and leisurely journey towards the
nearest town on the car road.

Many stops are made on the way
as the caravan visits relations and
And

sometimes when two caravans meet

friends in the villages enroute.

there is much good.natured bantering
and exchanging of gossip and jokes.
When night falls the bulls are unhit-
ched near a stream, fires made and a
meal cooked. After the meal the men
build up a roaring fire against the
cold of the falling night while the
women and children sleep in the carts.
The length of these trading forays is
irregular, In most cases it depends on
the whim of the moment - whether
or not the excitement of travel seems
to be palling and the prospect of re-
turning home to the village seems
pleasant,

Most of the villages in the val-
leys are connected by well-defined
paths and cart trails. The towns
however are connected by motor roads
which are maintained by the Public
Works Department of the Shan State

government.



The three most important towns
in the Shan State are Taunggyi in the
southern region known as the southern
Shan State, Lashio in the northern
region or the northern Shan State and
Kengtung in the eastern Shan State.

Taunggyi is the administrative
capital of the Shan State and the seat
of the Shan State government. It
nestles on a plateau 4,000 feet above
sea level. It is very cold in winter but
cool during the rest of the year. The
famed wooded Crag overlooks the
plateau —this range of hills towers
over the town and is covered by tall
pine trees which scent the breeze as it
blows over the town. In the cold sea-
son Taunggyi comes alive with pink
cherry blossoms while in summer
pink and white Taunggyi lilies grow
in wild profusion by the roadside.

The capital is a sprawling town
with shop-lined streets, blocks of
sedate government buildings, hospitals,
schools, colleges, cinema halls, restau-
rants and busy market place. The
roads are clean and the offices neat
with flower beds, green hedges and
trim lawns. The hospitals are very
well equipped. The nurses and mid-
wives trained at the modern Sao Sam
Htun Hospital and the other Taunggyi
General Hospital are among the best
in the Union of Burma (of which

the Shan State is part, as it is one of
the seven constituent States which
form the Union). It is said that
young doctors and interns of the
Rangoon and Mandalay Universities
vie with each other to be posted to
Taunggyi partly due to the good
equipment and partly due to the pre-
sence of Taunggyi’s fair nurses!

Taunggyi is very much a town of
young people who flock from all over
the Shan State to be educated and
trained at the many training centres
and medical institutes in the capital.
It is common to see crowds of laugh.
ing, chattering girls and men in the
streets, shops, cinema halls and restau-
rants and of course on the football
fields and tennis courts. Badminton,
basketball, volleyball, table tennis and
marathon hikes are popular with the
young men and women. They give
the capital an air of zest, vigour and
youthful vitality which is very
engaging. The older people, the shop-
keepers and merchants, government
employees, teachers, doctors and
Cabinet ministers look at the young
people and their explosive bubbling
spirits with quiet amusement and
affectionate concern.

As a commercial centre Taunggyi
is a busy thriving hive of activity
but the best place to be to see the
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action is the market place at any time
in the morning before noon. The
place teems with people haggling in
different tongues as many languages
and dialecis are spoken and under-
stood by the people in Taunggyi. One
hears snatches of Burmese, Indian,
Chinese mingling with soft Shan
words as well as musical sounds in
the Pa-Q, Intha and Danu dialects.

Onecan buy silk woven by the
silk. weavers of the Inlay Lake, sturdy
Shan bags from Namkham, tiny sil-
ver knives from Mong Nawng, exqui-
site lacquerware from Kengtung,
glazed pottery from Mong Kung,
carved animals from Mong Nai, tobac-
co from Langkher, tangerines from
Lawk . sawk, avocardo pears and crab-
apples from the surrounding hills as
well as textiles from Japan and India,
utensils from Germany, salted fish
from Rangoon and dried chillies from
Mandalay.

It is fun to watch shy Pa-O girls
in black smocks and silver leggings
haggle with bearded Sikhs while gold
toothed Chinese hawkers noisily shout
their wares. Shan girls in colourful
sarongs and silver belts bargain with
heavy, nut.brown Intha fishermen
selling fish freshly caught in the early
dawn of that morning in the waters
of the Inlay Lake; Padaung women
with their astonishing elongated necks

a0

encased in silver rings chat comfortably
in soft tones among themselves, The
market place is exciting and as one
leaves one carries aways a little of
the colour and animation of the
Shan scene

Three hundred miles to the north
of Taunggyi is Lashio, the administra-
tive centre of the northern Shan State.
Lashio however is more of a centre of
trade and commerce as it is linked by
road and rail with Mandalay, the
second largest town in Burma, and
by road with Kyukok on the Shan
State - China border.

Downtown Lashio is thus a noisy
bustling place full of trucks carrying
goods and merchandise from Kyukok,
Namkham, Kunlong, Hsipew, Taung-
gyi and Mandalay. The shops are
owned by Chinese, Indian and Bur-
mese merchants who do brisk business.
The Shans who reside in town are
mainly officials and employees of the
Shan State government.

While downtawn Lashio is crowd-
ed with shops and buildings and
narrow streets choked with vehicles
of all sizes and descriptions, the out-
lying suburbs spread out on the broad
plain are rural in character with
thatched roofs nestling beside clusters
of graceful bamboo groves and



cows grazing placidly in the green
meadows.

Kengtung, the provincial capital
of the eastern Shan State, is separated
from the rest of the Shan country by
the raging waters of the deep Salween
river (the Nam Khoang) which cuts
into the Shan plateau flowing from
north to south. Unlike either Taung-
gyi or Lashio, Kengtung is an old
city. It was founded in the 13th cen-
tury by King Mengrai (who also
founded Chiengsaen and Chiengmai
in northern Thailand ). His descen.
dants ruled Kengtung till very recent.
ly and still bear the proud surname
Mengrai. The ruins of the old city
walls and remnants of the most which
surrounded the city can still be seen.

The majority of the people of
Kengtung are a Shan race who call
themselves “Khun” and they are
more akin to the people of northern
Laos and northern Thailand that the
western Shans {in general the people
of the Shan State, Laos and Thailand
belong to the same ethnic stock the
Thai or Tai). The Khuns are much
fairer in complexion with lighter
coloured hair and eyes than the rest
of the people of the Shan State; they
are considered more shrewd and yet
more impulsive, The women have a
reputation for beauty and the men for
being handsome,

The people of the city are clase.
knit and practically every day there is
a community affair like offering food
to the monks at the monastery with
money collected from each household.

But of all the festivals and ce.
remonies celebrated through the year
on feast days, the Buddhist New
Year celebration in mid April called
Sarng - gyarn (in Thai Songkran)
is the liveliest. The people of Keng-
tung throw themselves heart and soul
into merry- making and of course the
young people have a riotous time. But
everyone manages to observe the reli-
gious significance as well through the
three day celebration.

The young people begin by get-
ting together to do good deeds at the
numerous monasteries and pagodas by
sweeping the compounds and offering
alms to the clergy. They pour water
on the hands of their parents and
other aged relatives who bestow bless-
ings. Gifts of clothing and food are
also presented to old people who ga.
ther at the monasteries to fast and
recite rosaries. It is customary for
each household to make sweet rice
cakes wrapped in banana leaf to be
distributed to neighbours, relativeand
friends,

me



However much of the fun lies in
the custom of throwing water on
everyone whether in the
or in their houses. The Shan
legend behind this custom ex-
plains it this way. The king of Angels
( Thevada or Khun Sagya) quarreled
with Brahme (Sang) and wanted
him killed. But he could not be killed
in any ordinary way. Seven strands
of hair were needed to form the ma-
gical cord with which his head could
be severed. For this purpose, Khun
Sagya wooed the seven daughters of

street

Brahma whose names are used for the
seven days of the week. The youngest
daughter Saturday succumbed to his
charms and she used seven strands of
her hair to cut her father’s head from
his shoulders. The severed head fall
- to earth and wherever it rolled it
caused fires. To prevent this, the seven
sisters agreed to hold the head in their
hands each for a period of a year. At
Sarng - gyarn the head is handed over
to the next sister waiting her turn.
People on earth splash one another
with water presumably in preparation
for any accidental fumbling on part
of the sisters!

As mid April is the height of the
warm season, the cooling water is
welcomed although one is wringing
wet from head to toe. Young peo-
ple gather in parties and ‘raid’ the

ale

homes of friends and neighbours es.
pecially if the daughters of the house
are pretty. The girls hide in locked
bathrooms and under their beds while
the raiders invade the house armed
with water buckets to look for the
girls who usually cannot escape get-
ting thoroughly doused. By this time
the entire house is wet and the girls
retaliate by splashing water on the
raiders amid much laughter and re-
velry. The parents look on with beam-
ing smiles and genial chuckles.

For three days there is splashing
and merriment in the streets and
homes as parties of young men and
girls engage in ‘water fights’ and
there is a great deal of teasing and
flirting among the girls and men.
Young children are seen everywhere
making nuisances of themselves with
squirt guns and having a glorious
time. And at night the city and the
surrounding countryside resound to
the rthythm of the long drums and
clashing cymbals and young men
dance to the music in the flickering
light of burning torches.

Although nature is kind to the
people of the Shan State bestowing
upon them [ush green fertile valleys
and mist - covered perple mountains,
recent political events have caused
the Shans much sorrow and bitterness.



The golden fields and high peaks now
echo to the sound of harsh gun - fire
and the angry roar of exploding shells.
Young men are flocking into the jun-
gle to kill and be killed in the fight
against what they consider the rape
of their land by the soldiers of the
Rangoon government of Burma. War
with all its cruelty, hate, brutality and
stark tragedy of shattered lives and
shattered hopes and bleak destruction
has come to stay.

Taunggyi is now a heavily garri-
soned town and gone are the lovely
days when merry bright eyed girls
strolled the shaded Lovers’ Lane at
the foot of the Crag with their escorts,
lithe handsome young men with a
devil - may ~ care air about them, The
streets of Lashio are filled with the
heavy roar of army trucks and the
tread of armoured cars. At night the
noodle shops are empty ; people dare
not roam the streets any longer as
they once did so gayly. They now
stay behind locked doors listening with

fear and trepidatlon to the forlorn
howling of stray dogs in the dark de-
serted night. In the Kengtung valley,
armed men stalk each other amid the
green and gold paddy fields. How long
this war and slaughter will go on no
one ean say.

Young Shan nationalists educated
at the schools and colleges in Rangoon
and Mandalay are now in ragtag
uniforms roaming the hills and valleys
of the Shan State fanning the flames
of nationalism. They are determined
to free land from what they term
“ Burmese oppression and expansion-
ism ” The Burma Army on the other
hand is doing its best to stamp out
what they call “narrow Shan extre-
mism . Each side firmly believes that
justice and right is on their side but
who can say where justice lies? The
cancerous madness of modern war
has inflicted much horror and grief
on the once peaceful land of the
Shans, a land of cherry blossoms and
misty mountain peaks.

PHYA ANUMAN RAJADHOON
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BOOK, RECORDS, PRINTS, CARDS
AND ORIGINAL PAINTINGS

ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED

DONALD - MOORE - GALLERIES

221 Sukhumvit Road, Bangkok. Tel. 57477
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Live and let live.

Mind your own business.

Blood is thicker than water.

Blind leads blind.
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Honesty is the best policy.

Well begun is half done.

Familiarity breeds contempt.

Imitation is the highest form of flaitery.

Half aloaf is better than no bread,
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THE THAI SILK CO., LTD.

JAMES HW.: THOMPSON
Managing Director

Hand -woven Silks & Brocades

STOLES, BLOUSES, BPORT BHIRTS, NECKTIES

CUMMERBUNDS AND THE LARGEST SELECTION
©OF BILKS BY THE YARD IN BANGKOK

THE COMPANY THAT MACE THA! S8ILK WORLD FAMOUS
NEWPREMISES ¢ SURAWOMGSE ROAD
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New MIT Paperbacks

The Faychology and Pedagogy of Reading
by Edmund Burke Huey

A collection and analysis of data on reading.
with conclusions intended for the guidance
of present and future practice in reading. A
book which, historically, is one of the first
and most authoritative discussions of the
cognitive process of information assimilation
that occurs in reading. Originally published
in 1908,

MIT-86 $8.95 20/-

Modern Arms acd Free Men

by Vannevar Bush

The former head of the Office of Scientific
Research and Development and of the
Carnegie Institution in Washington, D.C.
discusses in this well-known book issues of
pressing and vital importance : the role of a
democratic people in making decisions on
war and peace, the allocation of natural and
scientific resources, and the proper relation-
ship of science and state.

MIT.87 $2.95 15/-

Nation and Family
by Alva Myrdal

An extensive factual treatment of the popula-

tion policy the Swedish government adopted
during the interwar period. Although the

m

send for complete catalogue ""l
the M.LT. press

objective of that policy was to encourage a
higher birth rate, its techniques of social
reform and theories of population control
are especially valuable today.

MIT.88 $3.45 18/-

Order and Life

by Joseph Needham

First published in 1936, this book presents
a fundamental view of biological order as it
appeared before the introduction of electron
microscopy., Its central assumption, that
large scale biological form is directly and
specifically traceable to molecular form,
has been triumphantly vindicated by modern
genetics,

MIT-89 $2.45 13/-

On Modernism

by Louis Kampf

This book presents, essentially, a perceptive
and engaging intellect coming to grips with
certain currents of thought inherent in
modern art, psychology, and philosophy. By
deriving the modernism of these fields from
dilemmasof rationalist and empiricist philo-
sophy, Louis Kampf defines these currents
and characterizes the cognitive and emo-
tional understructure of the modern
intellectual response to artistic and social
problems,

MIT 40 $2.95 15/-

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02142
or SUKSIT SIAM 1715 RAMA IV ROAD BANGKOK

3

pe



L

o ot o

J ot s
fIUNWUN  GuIRUAIANAIEn T s ng
10w 908 s auungIin wWizuns

N3, 2oblels

- w &4 v & - - » -
G'Ill.ln‘li'lﬂfﬂ'lﬂlvlﬂBTﬁ!H’lﬂ'ﬂ 1!’1&!!!8'81891“”110!1!!\11

a8 '
AUSeaan 1y

o o ¢ ]

AT uNUS TSI TIINA

- 4 BA

( HNWATIN 0 )

AN YEUIN

1ARE @00 VINARILAYY Yo LW

of A -~ ¢ b d

nianun  (AunnIm )

- o &
a. ANy mo UM

dymngrsulng
;gnﬂmaﬁnq g€ UM

o F
UrsiRmanTIY

- (7] G’
d. @isay uia o 1N
RN ULUTN

o < <
HE BEIATHA ad 1M
F3 q 'y
sginmrnrantuaialu
<4 W ¢ v v &
4.3.0. 93384 9NTHUD ula  we un

ESSAYS on THAI FOLELORE by Phya Anuman Rajadhon &lao




s A
Urzinnvnadaulls

Tanaane «o
" o

n. Aahy wa

amn:- o

- o .~ -~
e '!m}ﬁ' Lar ain I{I'IJEH'M'H ula

- ol Y . d -
il‘lﬂ!'l‘ll'lﬂlll 1ﬂd1=1ﬂﬂ1ﬂﬂ1llﬂiﬂ1 lwo
%, (lgn

- da
::mmdm‘lmluudunnu s
$I9R nmlrm?g wls
[ N -
1§4a1 lazeuraun uasdrads wa

- 4
nua audoer ua (Udniduns eo yin )

- J
PRV od
u
et
2070l WAYTY ufa
-
AAINAAY LY.

- L] " -
uas uIng uay $1A nm!nmg ula

- - L]
asdn¥ 1 ludnagainin ad
somr lvusmus wla

TuunsgTan wo
- " L3 l"
WIN Sunsiny ula
(L] +r = w o
auen'mauannnu‘uﬁmnnu wd
In¥N ATHINLS ula
Auusn ad
BIng o Tanrsga vla
- P - I'd
nsanmmnnumtu ™.

(nmaNa Mg saeingt vy s wla

- w
1ANG HARUNAY o

- o L4 '
vuae ounder wla

o *
B'B'l‘lﬂﬂiilIHS‘lilﬂﬂll (< tau) ®00
v

- -l - -

oy gredny a1eaeniy wla
N g wr

P TTATLETS TEER

- - - t/
ug ipyAs e uda

mn

un

um

uin

vm

un

um

1nn

umn

um

1

um

Um

umn

i

- a ¢
UTsinnanenuwua
v a & w? v
VURMZALAIMINL Y] & 1Y &o UM
nmnm’?mnmmwm?nnu'a‘him?
111:1::«'1 mo UM
amnen:umsu1ﬁ1runm'mw
- LY 1
nngq'lml & 1IN
amnvnmmsu1ﬁmrwn{mw
o
gugm?uua @0 UM
- -
NTAMUNNYRINANGRY 0T
-
thsmm'l'nn eco UM
WSRO
- . -
ANTIANANSAAINUBNB IR IR mo 1N
- :
NI 21987
- LS ]
nuaiuuﬂu diztnuais q wd UM
HIAR Lanns
T |
wuqdadun @0 1IN
.
%, MY rauTan
at
Uzzinnmenaange
Buddhism Explained
by Bhikkhu Khantipalo do UM
Wwisdom Gene Beyond
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Statement from the Princeton Seminar of the

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM

As writers and scholars gathered together in Princeton at a meeting on behalf of
cultural freedom, we wish to express our sense of comradeship with intellectuals denied
freedom in their own lands.

In particular, we condemn the brutal destruction of democracy and intellectual
freedom by the military regime in Greece. We call upon all governments supporting this
regime to withdraw all military and moral assistance.

We further declare our solidarity with the ninety-five Soviet intellectuals who have
so courageously protested the trials of P.M. Litvinov and Larisz Bogaraz-Daniel. We call
upon the government of the Soviet to free them, as well as all other writers imprisoned for
expressing and publishing their views.

We equally affirm our support for the intellectuals of Czechoslovakia fighting for
their freedom of expression and inquiry.

Arthur Schlesinger, U.S.A.
Manes Sperber, France

C. Vann Woodward, U.S.A.
S. Sivaraksa, Siam

Norman Podhoretz, U.S.A.
Martin Peretz, U.S.A.

Sam Brown, U.S.A.

Ging Giugni, lialy

David Marquand, U.K.
Zbigniew Brzezinski, U.S.A.
Karl Kaiser, Germany
Michel Crozier, France
Lars Roar Langslet, Norway
A.G. Noorani, India

Alan Bullock, UK.
Shepard Stone, U.S.A.
David Blumenthal, U.S.A.

Jan Kott, Poland
Robert Jay Lifton, U.S.A.

Alessandro Silj, Itary
Edna Lisle, US.A.
Marion Doenhof, Germany

ekb

Francois Duchene, France
Ivan Svitak, Czechoslovakia
Carl Kaysen, U.S.A.

Robert Manning, U.S.A.
Eugen Loebl, Czechoslovakia
Walter Goodman, U.S.A.
Lillian Hellman, U.S.A.
Geoffrey Martin, UK.

Diana Tead Michaelis, UJ.S.A,
Harold W. Cruse, U.S.A,

Brian Walde, UK.

Pierre Emmanuel, France
Paul Doty, U.S.A.
Francois Bondy, France
Stanley Hoflmann, U.5.A.
Frangois Furet, France
Edward Shils, U.S.A.
Anthony Hartley, UK.
K.A, Jelenski, France
Judith Kippery, U.S.A.

J. Kenneth Galbraith, U.S.A,

December 5, 1968
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This is Prasarn Kilaniyompong:

He loves play

If you were to ask him why, he'd simply tell
you that he enjoys the game. He enjoys the
excitement of man against man, team against
team. The thrill of a tense game. The
victories. The defeats. Obviously, Prasarn
enjoys competition. i

In the same way, the Shell Company of
Thailand appreciates the value of compe-

THE SHELL COMPANY

ing soccer!

tition. Without competition between com-
panies, the world would be a less exciting
market place. Prices would rise at the whim
of the manufacturer. Product improvement
would be a much slower process.

Competition in industry causes progress, and
a progressive community is a prosperous one.

OF THAILAND LIMITED
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