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Abstract

Marine resources contribute significantly to the economy
of Thailand . Marine fishery is significance as source of protein
food for the majority of Thai people, employment and income of
many Thai fishermen and foreign exchange income for the country
from seafood products exports. Off shore tin-mining is a source of
employment, raw materials of industrial factories, government
revenues from royalities and special mining fees and foreign exchanges
from tin metal exports. The discovery of off-shore natural gas
deposits reduces national dependence on foreign cnergy and saves a
lot of nation's foreign exchanges, Marine shipping is significant
to the nation for both interpational trade and economic securities
and requires more attentions on the promotion of the industry to

reach the international standard.

The objective of this research is to make brief reviews
and compile existing researches and other studies and statistical
data of marine resources in Thailand to facilitate future studies,
Four marine resource sectors are covered in this study, i.e. marine
fishery, marine shipping, off-shore natural gas production and off-
shore mining, This study also evaluates the significances of marine
resources to Thailand economy in various aspects such as their con-
tributions to national income, cmployment, government revenue,
foreign exchanges, production and consumption, marketing and govern-

ment policies which may have impacts on marine resources,

The results of the study on previous researches and
existing statistical data showed that although marine resources used

to have high significances to the economy of Thailand, many current



problems in each marine resource sector had lessened their economic
significances such as the’depletion of marine resources in the Gulf
of Thailand, the extension of the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ's)
by the neighbouring countries, the depression of metal tin prices

in the would markets, high international competition in marine
shipping industry and the decline of oil prices in the world markets
etc. Therefore, it is highly essential for the government and other
related agencies to give more attentions to marine resource develop-

ment and problems of marine resources in Thailand,
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