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Abstract

Regional Growth : Theory and its applications

The economic changes in spatial aspect are a new subject which
récently creates insterest especially in various national economic develop-
meht.plans. The consideration the functions of space is a new aim of
development in many countries. The purpose of this library research
papér is to invertigate several regional growth theories and their appli-
cation. The study is devided into 2 parts, The first one Will study
the detail of regional growth Theories, such as The Growth Pole Theory,

The Export Base Theory and Regional Input - Output Avalysis and their

application based on literature of those theories in many countries.

The second part refers to the regional planning of Thailand in order
to find out the theory that the government agencies have selected in their:
planning. The conclusion is that Thailand, like other developing countries
also emphaéizes on growth point whose concept is along the guideline
of the Growth Pole Theory; The planning policy of Thailand has taken into
account the function of space in each region more than in the past. The
environment and local demand will be consistent with the objective in
developing regions. Put we can not assess any result of such development
plan because it will not be completed until next year (1980). According
to other planners' works Thailand regional growth ic not evenly distri-
buted. The Central region is the most developed one while the Northeast
region is the least developed. Even in each region, there is also un-
balanced growth among changwats, In The Northeast region for example,
Nakonrachasima, Udonthani, Ubonrachathani and Xhonkhean are the most ad-
vaneed among 15 changwats in this recion. This divergence is very interesting
‘and need somevremedy over the planning period in order to achieve a real

success in economic development.
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