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Abstract

After the World War II, most developing countries
put their emphasis on promoting economic growth of the
countries., So the results are such that the process of
development has worsen the problems of incqme distribution
among various income groups and among sectors of the economy.
Therefore, for the last two decades, these countries have

now geared their development towards promoting rural sector.

Rural development as a principle has a wider
objectives than economic development in the normal sense,
It's objectives cover not only increasing agriculture
sector's income, but also taken into consideration the
general well being of the people in agricultural sector as
well, Apart from increasing income both in monetary and
real terms, the process of rural development also gmphasises
on restructuring the socialipolitical environment in the rural
area, so that the rural people would have better economic and

policitical opportunities.

The discussion of this piece of research work has
covered the principles of rural development, studied various
rural development Programes being conducted in Thailand,

reported a summary and made certain comments,

From the study, it showed that in Thailand various

organisations have becn responsible for rural development



programs for over forty years., With few exceptions most
programs are originated and conducted by the governmental
organisations with external or political reasons rather than
from the community feelings of needs. Therefore the emphasis
as well as the monitoring of the programs are mostly geared
towards feasibilities and suitability of the responsible
organisations concerned rather than towards the needs of the

community.

Most of the programs understudied have similar
objectives : that is to generate rural income and to improve
general well being, to encourage farmers engaging in non~farm
activities etc. The coverage of programs are more or less
within the same line, Therefore a great deal of duplication
of work appeared among various governmental 6rganisations.
Most of the activities conducted by the concerned organisa-
tions are in the forms of funding and teaching instead of
building up the capability to carry on the project by the
local péople themselves, Most of the programs have not been
evaluated because information system and data collecting

system are rather poor,
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