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PHILOSOPHIC BIOGRAPHY

Secondary school years: My first sustained interest in a philosophical

question centered around the Whorfian hypothesis that one's language
determines how one thinks, and can think, about the world. I started reading
about Whorf s ideas during this period and for a couple of years reflected
continuously on this matter. The main reason for my interest was that I grew
up speaking two languages, Thai and English, and was completely bilingual.
The hypothesis raised the question of how [ could have a worldview or
whether 1 must bounce back and forth between two such views. The second
direction of philosophical interest came from our weekly class in Buddhism.
The question I asked my various teachers in this course over the years was
whether the 4 noble truths are really 3 noble truths, since T had some doubts
about the content of the first truth. The reaction I received from my different
teachers on both these explorations was that of ridicule and anger. They in
effect said that it was a waste of time for me to try to think about anything
deeply. I did not know what they meant but the negative feelings they
showed were enough to make me retreat into the safe world of mathematics

where I had always felt comfortable and where the truths stand on their own.

College vears: Though I went to college with the intention of studying
Mathematical Physics I tried testing the philosophical waters one more time
during my second year by taking a mid-level philosophy course. I found it
to be difficult but not challenging. We were not asked to try to solve any
problems on our own but to understand other people's solutions from the
past. When I raised this point the professor said what I wanted to try doing
would have to come after many years of studying what other people had
already tried. This led to my second retreat into mathematics and physics,
where [ stayed the rest of my college years. One practical philosophical
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experience 1 encountered during these years was that of having to defend
one's values, in this case nonviolence, in the real world. [ learned how
difficult it was to discuss values when starting from very different premises,
and also the consequences of not being successful in this matter when facing
power. [ ended up spending some time in prison for not being willing to sign

an oath I did not believe in (in connection with military service).

The two years of teaching high school: After college I was a volunteer teacher

of Mathematics and Physics for two years at a secondary school in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. It was at this time that I came across a book on a back shelf
in the only bookstore in town. The book was Beyond the Edge of Certainty
(the second volume in the University of Pittsburgh's series on Philosophy of
Science). There were two articles in this book (one on Newton's laws of
motion as definitions by Norwood Russell Hanson, and the other on Quantum
Mechanics by Hilary Putnam) that 1 could not put down and kept reading over
and over. I remember thinking that these are the kinds of questions I could
spend my life trying to answer and so wrote Hilary Putnam telling him my
interests and the questions I had from reading these two papers, ending by
asking him where I could go to study such topics. Not having much
experience in academia I expected him to answer even if 1 was a young
mathematician from half way around the worid. He did answer, and for that
graciousness | will forever be in his debt. He said I should go to study at
the department of History and Philosophy of Science at Indiana University in
Bloomington, which was the only such department at that time (1970). And

that is where T went.

Graduate school years: I spent 1971-74 at HPSC in Bloomington studying for
my doclorate degree. My main interest was to understand those parts of

knowledge that are not knowledge in the usual sense; also thinking about the
empirical, the theoretical and its connection with problems faced by science

education in Thailand. The title of my PhD thesis was Analytic Components



of Empirical Theories. Upon completion I returned to Thailand and joined the
faculty of Chulalongkorn University.

First 20_years at Chulalongkorn University (1974-93): T was on the faculty
of the Mathematics department from 1974-80 working on problems in Model
Theory and the Foundations of Mathematics. During this period I would also
teach courses on Philosophy of Mathematics and Philosophy of Science for
the Philosophy department. Eventually I transferred to the Philosophy
department in 1980. My interest during those years was on finding a position
between 'scientism and 'science as 2Md class truths which were the two
extreme views existing in Thailand at that time (and perhaps still so). This

involved in depth studies on the topics of rationality and relativism.

Last 10 years at Chulalongkorn University (1994-2003); Beginning in the
early 1990s violent conflicts between villagers and the state which centered
around development projects that impacted their lives began increasing in
frequency. Trying to understand these conflicts, and becoming involved in
their mediation, led me to change the direction of my philosophical thinking
towards problems in social and political philosophy. In particular I began
concentrating on two areas, namely, the nature and justification of
constitutional monarchies and the scope and limits of reason in resolving
social conflicts. Most recently this has led me to the study peacemaking as
a philosophical enterprise.

['took early retirement from Chulalongkorn University in 2003 and presently
spend most of my time working on the following two commissions:

- The Strategic Nonviolence Commission (National Security
Council of Thailand).

- The Permanent People's Tribunal on the Right to Food and the
Rule of Law in Asia (Asian Legal Resource Center).
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I am currently the President of the Philosophy and Religion Society of
Thailand.

March 7, 2004
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1
Analyticity Without an Observational - Theoretical Distinction

The problem we are concerned with in this paper is that of separating
out, among the consequences of an empirical theory, those that play a purely
linguistic role (the "analytic’ consequences) from the rest. This problem we
shall refer to as the problem of theoretical analyticity. In a sense, the problem
was solved by Carnap's proposal (Carnap 1966: 270) to consider the analytic
consequences to be exactly the consequences of a special sentence associated
with each theory, along with results of Winnie (1970), which gave further
justification to this proposal. Besides Carnap's proposal there have been other
attempts to solve the problem of theoretical analyticity (e.g., Przelecki and
Wojcicki 1969). However, all such attempts (including Carnap's) have relied
upon a distinction between observation and theoretical terms in the language
of empirical theories. Since there has been much debate concerning this
distinction, and since there do not seem to be any good reasons why
"analyticity” should be tied so closely to it, we shall attempt to attack the
problem of theoretical analyticity without assuming an observation-theory
distinction among the vocabulary of empirical theories.

1. Carnap's Proposal

Let T be an empirical theory whose non-logical vocabulary consists
of observational and theoretical terms. We denote the Ramsey sentence of T
by R (T). it is well known that the class of observational consequences of
T and the class of consequences of R (T) are identical. Carnap proposed as
the analytic consequences of T, the consequences of R (T) = T. (We denote
this sentence by C (T), the Carnap sentence of T.) since the conjunction of
R (T) and C (T) is equivalent to T, and since the only shared consequences
of R (T) and C (T) are the logically valid consequences, this proposal seems
quite reasonable. Winnie (1970) has shown that the consequences of C (T)
are exactly those consequences of the theory T which are observationally
vacuous in the following sense:
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Definition 1: A consequence S of T is observationally vacuous if for all
consequences S of T, if an observation sentence 0 is a
consequence of S&S, then 0 is a consequence of S.
This seems to correspond to the intuitive notion of an analytic
consequence of a theory, and thus lends further justification to Carnap's
proposal.

2. The Evidential Base of Empirical Theories

Carnap's approach to theoretical analyticity is based upon a distinc-
tion between observation and theoretical terms in the language of a theory.
It considers the observational term to be the basic carrier of empirical import.
Another alternative would be to consider sentences rather than non-logical
terms as the carrier. The first problem is to decide what kinds of sentence
would perform this function. In explications of analyticity observation terms
have played a significant role in the context of observation sentences. This
suggests that what is needed is an analog of the concept of an observation
sentence, but definable independently of the idea of an observation term.
Now, the observation sentences are the means by which evidence for and
against a theory is assessed; they are used in the process of confirming and
disconfirming theories. Therefore, we may conjecture that the basic empirical
units we are searching for are those sentences which are used for just this
purpose. What must be done is to characterize such sentences without
recourse to machinery involving a reference to "observation’ terms. Three
attempts at such a characterization are Karl Popper's basic statements (Popper
1959), Quine's observation sentences (Quine 1960: 42), and Feyerabend s
quickly decidable sentences (Feyerabend 1957-8).

The two main conditions which Popper imposes on statements in
order for them to qualify as "basic’ statements are, first, that they cannot be
deduced from a universal statement without initial conditions, and secondly,
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that they can contradict a universal statement. Popper gives the following rule
concerning basic statements which guarantees that these two conditions will
be satisfied: basic statements have the form of singular existential statements.
Besides these formal requirements for basic statements, Popper also imposes
a material requirement on them: the event which a basic statement tells us is
occurring at place k must be an "observable’ event. The purpose for this
requirement is to insure us that basic statements are "testable, inter—
subjectively, by observation.” Thus, basic statements are those statements
which assert that an observable event is occurring in a certain region of space
and time.

Quine's observation sentences are defined in terms of "occasion
sentences’ and "stimulus meanings of sentences’. Occasion sentences are
sentences which "command assent or dissent only if queried after an
appropriate prompting stimulation.” The "stimulus meaning’ of a sentence S
is defined as the ordered pair consisting of the affirmative stimulus meaning
of S and the negative stimulus meaning of S. the affirmative stimulus
meaning of S, for a speaker, is the class of all stimulations that would prompt
his assent. The negative stimulus meaning of S, for a speaker, is the class
of all stimulations that would prompt his dissent. Quine then defines an
observation sentence as follows: observation sentences are occasion sentences
whose stimulus meanings do not vary under the influence of collateral
information. Thus, the observation sentences of a theory are those sentences
"on which a scientist will tend to fall back on when pressed by doubting
colleagues.” They are the datum sentences of science.

Feyeraben's quickly decidable sentences share with Quine's observa-
tion sentences their characterization in terms of subjective and pragmatic
notions. According to Feyerabend (1962), observation sentences are not
characterized by their content but by the fact that their production conforms
to certain behavioral patterns. He gives {ive conditions which a sentence S
must satisfy in order to be considered to be an observation sentence:
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(1) S must be an atomic sentence;

(2) There is a situation s such that every class of observers C, when
presented with S in s, will run through a series of states and
operations which terminates either in the acceptance or rejection of
S by G

(3) The associated series mentioned above must be passed through
quickly;

(4) If in a particular situation s, S is accepted (or rejected) by some
C, then it will be accepted (or rejected) by nearly every C in that
same situation s; and

(5) The decision made by the members of C, conceming S, is causally
dependent on the situation s and not only upon S or the internal
state of C.

These three examples indicate that there is no unanimity concerning the
specific nature of the sentences which might be considered as the basic
empirical units - the test sentences — of a theory. Nevertheless, there are
some general formal features which it seems reasonable to impose on test
sentences, and which are in the spirit of the above views. Letting t be the
class of test sentences for a theory T, and L (T) the language of T, we
propose the following as requirements to be satisfied by t:

(a) tis a recursive set of Ist-order sentences of L (T); and

(b) If k is a consistent set of test sentences, then all consequences of
k are test sentences.

We now turn to explicating the concept of an "analytic component” of

an empirical theory making use of the concept of a test sentence and
assuming only that the class of such sentences satisfies (a) and (b).

3. Analyticity as Immunity from Confirmation and Disconfirmation

Before developing the details of this explication we state three
theorems which will be applied to construct the desired explicatum. The first

theorem is an elementary result of Recursion Theory. The second and third
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theorems are results of W. Craig (1953) and S. Kleene (1960) respectively.

Theorem 1: If A is a recursive set of sentences and B is a recur
sively enumerable set of sentences, then the set of
sentences A () B is recursively enumerable.

Theorem 2: Every recursively enumerable set of sentences which is
closed under logical consequence is recursively
axiomatizable.

Theorem 3: Every Ist-order theory T has a finitely-axiomatizable
conservative extension T, such that the number of
non-logical terms of L (T) which are not part L (T) is
finite.

We will now characterize a particular sentence R*(T) associated with
each Ist-order theory T.
(1) Let t be the set of test sentences of T, and Con (T) the set of
logical consequences of T.

(2)Let t* = t N Con (T). since t is a recursive set of sentences, and
Con (T) a recursively enumerable set, by Theorem 1 we know
that t* is recursively enumerable. Since we assume T to be con
sistent, t* must be satisfiable, and thus by (b), it is closed under
logical consequence.

(3) By Theorem 2 we also know that t* is recursively axiomatizable.
Call this axiomatization t*a.

(4)Since tis a set of Ist —order theory. Thus, by Theorem 3, a
conservative extension of t*a is finitely axiomatizable. Let t*a, f
be the conjuction of some finite set of axioms for this theory, and
let V|, ..., V, be the additional predicates. -

(5) The R*(T) is the sentence:

3X,..3X, (tra, | V... V
1 n 1 n

X,.. X,

)
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This sentence R* (T) which is associated with every theory T will
be referred to as "the Ramsey sentence analog’. As we recall, the fundamental
property of the Ramsey sentence of a theory T is that it has the same
observational consequences as T. since the test sentence has now taken the
place of the observation sentence, it is natural to demand of the Ramsey
sentence analog of a theory T that it should have the same test-sentence
consequences as T. The following theorem indicates that this is indeed the

case.

Theorem 4: If t (i) is a test sentence of a theory T, then t (i) is a
logical consequence of T iff t (i) is a logical conse
quence of R*(T).
Proof: Let t (i) be a test-sentence consequence of T. Therefore, t (i)
is a logical consequence of the theory t*a. since the theory
axiomatized by t*a, f is an extension of t*a, t (i) must be a
logical consequence of t*a, f. Now t (i) is a sentence in the
language of t*a, and the predicates V, ... V do not occur in
t (i), therefore, t (i) is a consequence of R*(T). Conversely,
if t (i) is a logical consequence of R*(T) then since V; ... V,,
do not occur in t (i), it must be a logical consequence of
t*a,f. But t*a,f axiomatizes a conservative extension of t*a and
t (i) is in the language of t*a, therefore, t (i) is a consequence
of t*a, and hence of T as well.

Being in possession of a proper Ramsey sentence analog for a theory,
we turn next to the problem of analyticity. Our search is once more for an
analog, this time an analog to the Carnap sentence C(T). We consider the
following obvious candidate: R*(T) - T, and denote this sentence by C*(T).
We are now in a position to present our proposal to identify the analytic
component of a theory without utilizing any observational theoretical distinc—

tion.
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Definition 2: A sentence S is an analytic component of a theory T iff
S is a logical consequence of C*(T).

What must be examined next is the adequacy of the explication of
analyticity given by the above definition. What conditions are there which all
proposed explicate of this concept must satisfy? One such condition seems

to be the following:

(A) If A is an analytic component of T, then A is immune from
confirmation and disconfirmation within T.

Before considering whether or not the give definition satisfies con—
dition (A), we must make the notion of "immunity from confirmation and
disconfirmation’ more precise. To say of a sentence that it is confirmed or
disconfirmed is to say that it is supported by, or clashes with, experience.
Thus, it seems reasonable to equate "immunity from confirmation and
disconfirmation” with "not occurring essentially in the deduction of any test
sentence’, or, to be more precise, with "testable vacuity’, which we define as

follows:

Definition 3: S is testably vacuous in T iff S is a logical
consequence of T and for all consequence S' of T and
test sentences t(i) of T, if t (i) is a consequence of
S&S' then t(i) is a consequence of S'.

The precise question which can now be posed is: "Are all analytic
components of a theory T testably vacuous in T?" The following theorem

answers this question affirmatively.
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Theorem 5: If S is an analytic component of a theory T, then S is
testably vacuous in T.
Proof: Let S, S be consequences of T, and t (i) be a test sentence
of T which is a consequence of S&S'. Since S is analytic in
T, it is a consequence of C*(T) and hence of R*(T). By
Theorem 4 we know that t (i) must be a consequence of
R*(T), and hence S t (i) is a consequence of R*(T) as
well. But S t (i) is a consequence of S, and hence of
R*(T). Therefore, S = t (i) must be logically true, or in
other words, t (i) is a consequence of S.Thus S is testably

vacuous in T.

We now have an explication of analyticity which does not rely on any
observation-theory distinction, and for which a justifying theorem — Theorem
5 — has been proven. A proof of the converse of Theorem 5 would lend
further justification to this proposal.
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3
An Epistemological Dogma of
Science-Technology Development Strategies

In this paper I would like to discuss the problem of harmonizing the
development of Modern Science with the traditional values and norms of life
which are prevalent in many non-western countries. The values I shall be
concentrating on are primarily epistemology rather than ethical. However,
since such values are at the foundation of one's metaphysics or "world view',
the relationship with ethical values is not too distant. In discussing this
problem I will also be keeping in mind that developments in science and
technology have contributed, and will continue to contribute I believe, much
towards the fulfillment of our various personal and social goals in life. This
is not to say that there have been no negative effects, but rather that I shall
take the position that some of the negative effects can be corrected while still
keeping the positive contributions. The view that the only way to get rid of
the negative effects of science-technology development is not to have
science-technology is a view that deserves to be analyzed carefully, but
should not be considered to be a real alternative until some hard thinking has
been done on possible ways to diminish the "bad" while keeping the "good'.
I must admit though that the above mentioned extreme view at times seems
more attractive than what one often finds in many developing countries,
namely, blind "full-speed ahead’ talk of science-technology development
without much concern or knowledge about the possible different types of
impact this might have on the society involved.

Each of our lives are ordered in some way so that the various events
and phenomena that take place around us can be made sense of to a certain
degree. This order then enables us to make decisions which, though made
tentatively, at least are backed by enough confidence to proceed to act on
them. If no such order or epistemological values existed, we would have to
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spend most of our waking lives in a form of suspended animation. We would
be conscious but not be making any judgments. Not surprisingly, this is
exactly the kind of life some of the ancient skeptics thought to be most
desirable. Another possibility is that one's epistemological values might be
seriously questioned, though not completely abandoned, and at the same time
a new set of values is introduced yet not completely accepted. In such a
situation as this, one would have to endure the suffering and confusion
resulting from the loss of confidence over the appropriateness of one's
Judgment, at least until some set of values is embraced again. This suffering
resembles the trauma of doing one thinks is irrational; sort of like being in
a perpetual state of embarrassment. This is exactly the situation which has
occurred, to various degrees, in those traditional societies which are attempt~
ing to develop science and technology. The epistemological values of Modern
Science-Technology are loosening the ties to traditional epistemological
values but not taking their place. This then leaves the members of such
societies in the form of limbo mentioned above, certainly not conducive to
peace of mind or mental well-being. This then is a negative consequence,
far-reaching even though not obvious and visible, of current strategies for
developing science-technology, which needs to be dealt with while still
retaining the fruits of such development. Many of those involved in the
promotion of science and technology answer that this "so called negative
consequence’ cannot be eradicated and is in fact necessary for any science-
technology development strategy to be successful. They might continue by
saying that this "limbo’ period is only a transition period and that every thing
will be fine again as soon as the epistemological values of modern
science-technology are adopted. I believe that this sort of approach to the
problem is the wrong approach; that this approach rests on a dogma of many
science-technology development strategies which is a false dogma; and that
a careful examination of this epistemological dogma might suggest a way out
of the problem, or at least be a first step along the way. This then is the

dogma:
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DOGMA To develop Science Technology successfully, superstitious
beliefs must be eradicated. Therefore, an important part of any science-

technology development strategy is an attack on such unscientific beliefs.

What I will attempt to argue is that dogma is false. My argument will
take the form of exploring the possibility of developing science and technol-
ogy with in a setting which accepts various superstitions. Though I am not
claiming that the existence of superstitions enhance the science-technology
development process, I will go beyond merely arguing that the elimination of
superstition is not necessary to this process, and make the stronger claim that
existence or non-existence of superstitious beliefs makes no difference, in
most cases, to the successful development of science and technology.

Let us begin by considering two typical arguments which are
sometimes offered in support of this dogma. The first centers about the
irrationality of superstitious beliefs, and the second brings into the discussion
the historical development of modern science.

A. superstition and Rationality. The main thrust of this argument is
as follows. Science and technology are rational enterprises while superstitious
beliefs are irrational. Since it is not possible to carry out rational enterprises
within a system dominated by irrational beliefs, and since rational beliefs are
certainly preferable to irrational beliefs, it follows that we must get rid
superstition.

The main problem I see with this argument is that it rests too heavily
on the concept of rationality, a concept of which we do not have a good
enough understanding to enable it to play the role it does in arguments such
as this one. Definitions of Rationality which do not equate rational beliefs
with specific beliefs, but rather define them in terms of intrinsically desirable
properties such as "leading to the truth’, "progressing towards the truth’, etc.,
run into the problem of demonstrating that scientific beliefs are rational.
Hence, a number of people have been led to define rational beliefs to be

beliefs acceptable to science. This then completely undercuts the present
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argument is saying under this interpretation is that superstitious beliefs must
be eradicated in order that science can be developed science is science and
superstition is not science. Which is just begging the question or repeating
the dogma.

B. The Historical Development of Modern Science. Another
argument which is sometimes given relates the epistemological values of
science with the values and “world-view" of the West, beginning from the
times of the Greeks. This rationalistic world-view is presented in opposition
to other types of orientations which incorporate supernatural and superstitious
beliefs. The argument then proceeds by attempting to show that it was these
values, so similar to the values of modern science that made it possible for
modern science to grow and flourish in the West whereas in other types of
society it never really took root. To conclude from this that the dogma is true
would be fallacious on two counts:

First, it is not so clear that the epistemological values prevalent in the
West at the time modern science began flourishing were really opposed to
superstition and supernatural beliefs. There certainly are enough examples of
key scientists of this period who held beliefs closer to what we would
consider to be superstitious rather than scientific, even taking into account the
state of scientific knowledge at the time. As to beliefs in the supernatural not
being prevalent during this period, nothing could be further from the truth.
In fact a case could be made that it was exactly the supernatural beliefs in
Christianity's God and his Love for Man that played an important role in the
development of science in the West.

Secondly, even though it could be shown that modern science could
only have developed in a setting which held particular epistemological values,
this does not mean that in setting with opposed values this same science
could not be introduced at a later time successfully. After all, a growing
science needs to be nurtured in ways that a mature science with a history of
success behind it need not.
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What I think these considerations suggest is that to see whether or
not science-technology can be developed in a setting which includes various
forms of superstition, it is important to examine the particular superstitions
which are prevalent there. There are superstitions which impede
science-technology development, those that may enhance this development,
and, as in most cases, those that are irrelevant to such development programs.
Let us take a look at two examples of superstitious beliefs, which probably
exist in many of our societies today and try to see what the natures of these
beliefs are.

1. Many countries have lotteries with different amounts of prize
money awarded depending on whether your ticket has the correct last 2 digits,
last 3 digits, etc. Alongside this lottery there often exist a number of people
who are believed to have special prophetic in picking the correct winning
numbers in advance. Theses will often be monks or other religious-type
persons. Some of those who are preparing to buy a lottery ticket will go to
one of these people to ask them for a prediction. I think we could call such
beliefs in prophetic powers superstitious beliefs, but what are they* really
like? Are people who hold such beliefs silly ignorant people? I once asked
a number of such people what it would take for them not to go out and buy
a ticket whose number had been prophesized. One of them said that for a 10
baht ticket (which pays 700 baht for the correct last 2 digits) she would tear
it up for 300 baht but not for 200 baht, or for 300 baht she would not go
out and buy this number. The others all gave similar answers with the
amounts varying. Could such pragmatic beliefs as these really stand in the
way of the development of modern science and technology?

2. There are certain kinds of amulets which some people believe will
keep one from harm if worn around the neck. If asked, these people will
insist that they believe in the magical powers of these amulets. But how
strongly do they really believe in this? If someone came by and offered
100,000 baht to a day laborer for such an amulet he might be wearing, I think
he would not hesitate to a accept the offer. Now this same laborer probably
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believes that keeping your eyes open when crossing a street with heavy traffic
will help keep you from harm. If someone offered him 100,000 baht to cross
the street blindfolded would he accept this offer as readily as selling the
amulet? Probably not. Though of course there might be exceptions, we are
concerned here with the superstitious beliefs of a whole group of people.

I think that examples such as these support the idea that beliefs are
things that people hold at different degrees. It is rarely the case that one either
believes something completely with certainly, or not at all. Therefore, one
night believe that amulets have magical powers to a degree di and at the same
time believe to degree d2 that no amulets can have magical powers. As our
experiences change and grow, di and d2 might change as well. Similarly,
having a certain degree of belief in a supernatural cause of a particular event
would not by itself stop one from investigating proposals of possible natural
causes of that same event, and certainly would not impede the study of
natural causes of other events. The only kinds of superstitious beliefs that
would be a barrier to the development of science and technology are those
that both states that science and technology are evil and should not be
pursued, or else that are based on belief in a supernatural being who makes
it a point to trick all knowledge-seeking human beings. Hardly, any of the
usual superstitions are of these kind!

If all this is true, one might ask, why then is it so difficult to get
certain groups of people, for example those in rural villages, to accept
scientific explanations of various phenomena such as drought and sickness?
Is it not due to the superstitious beliefs they hold? I believe the answer is Not
Difficulty in embracing these scientific explanations should not be surprising.
Even in deciding which superstition to believe most people rely on some
reason, either past experience or respect for the person who first introduced
this idea, etc. No one just accepts a supersttion from a vacuum. Yet this is
what some people expect to happen when people are presented with a
scientific view point on some matter. But why should anyone adopt a set of
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strange sounding explanations of familiar phenomena from strangers without
having had any previous experience with it. In fact if they did, it would be
unscientific! It is actually the methods of introducing science that is more to
blame for problems in science development that the prior existence of certain
beliefs, superstitious or otherwise.

To conclude then, what I would like to suggest is that the first steps
towards harmonizing the development of modern science with traditional
values 1s to see modern science for what is, namely, one particular way of
understanding the world and understanding our experiences in it. A way
which has proved to be extremely successful, but at the same time a way
whose methods can be applied without the adoption of its accompanying

metaphysics.

EPILOGUE

What then would a society look like in which science and technology
exists side by side with various superstitions and other non-scientific out—
looks on life and the world? Not that strange really. In fact, probably some
what familiar to some of us. Science and technology research institutes would
be officially opened on auspices days determined by prophets, and then carry
out the usual scientific research projects. New building housing various
departments of science and technology of leading universities would be
standing in the shade of giant trees whose resident spirit is worshipped
periodically, and in different manners. To do good science one must have
faith that the methods of science work, but need not have faith that it is the
only method that works.
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The west, where modern science and technology first developed and
expanded, embraces a culture with epistemological values that are tied closely
to the values of modern science. The advantages of such a situation have been
apparent. However the potential disadvantages could be great as well.
The successes of modern science are still a mystery, and the scientific way
of understanding our world is actually still a short episode in the history of
civilizations. Who knows that the next episode will be like. If a change comes
about which is as different from the present scientific orientation as it was
from what existed before, how will various cultures cope? It will be those
cultures that were able to develop science and technology without adapting its
metaphysics as the sole cement holding together its world that will be able

to proceed forward more easily and with less disruption.
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5
Values in the Age of Science and Technology

Alongside the different cultural traditions in Asia and the Pacific
(Hindu, Buddhist, Confucianist, Islamic, etc.) the beginning stage of a shared
culture is arising, namely, the culture of science and technology. This paper
1s an attempt to deal with the question of what role, if any, do values play
in this age of science and technology.

A number of questions come to mind when thinking about values in
our current age of science and technology. The immediate question is whether
science and technology have made discussions about values obsolete, at least
in the sense of the search for values. There are also questions such as, "Have
values been impacted by the development of science and technology, and if
so, how?", "Has the current state of science and technology created new
problems concerning values?”, "Have science and technology proposed new
answers to old problems concerning values?”, "Have science and technology
imposed new values on us?" These questions, in both their general formu-
lation and with respect to particular values, such as, democracy and rational-
ity, are what I propose to discuss in this paper.

Science and the obsoleteness of questions concerning values

If modern science has made the question of values obsolete, then we
need not go on to the other questions. By making the question of values
obsolete I mean a situation where we are not able to make a choice as to what
values we wish to hold. This does not mean a situation where it is difficult
to make choices as to what values one holds, but where it is impossible to
make such choices. Such a situation would hold if it turns out that all our
behaviour is determined, and seemingly free choices are mere illusions. For
ideas along these lines we turn to the work of sociobiologists and Skinnerian

behaviorists.
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Ever since E.O. Wilson proposed his New Synthesis and suggested
that the range of application of sociobiology can be extended to the study of
human social behaviour, the study of values has assumed a new look. Though
some philosophers have dismissed the possibility of any important ideas
relevant to the search for values coming from this line of research, many have
thought it at least worthwhile to consider. Since the impact would be so great,
it seems as if this alone justifies further study into these ideas. The molecular
biologist Gunther Stent in Morality as a Biological Phenomenon states that
values are those things which optimize human welfare and are determined
biologically. Since some human values, such as sacrifice, seem to result in
the opposite of "optimizing human welfare’ it may seem as if Stent's under-
standing of values is unacceptable. However, the key to the relevance of
biology to the study of values lies in the concept of "fitness" proposed along
with these ideas. "Fitness' takes into account the extent to which the
reproductive potential of close relatives is served, not just one's own. The
evolution of values is then accounted for by kin selection. For example, by
drawing attention to itself the alarmist bird has much less of a chance of
surviving to leave offspring. However, this behaviour raises the reproductive
success rate of its close relatives nearby. This phenomenon is sometimes
referred to as "inclusive fitness'. On such an account the debates concerning
such topics as "the sorry state of values today’ or "how to restore respect for
our traditional values’ seem to be out of place.

In Beyond Freedom and Dignity, the psychologist B.F. Skinner
proposes that "values’ need to be redefined through a scientific approach. His
own suggestion is to define values as 'reinforcers operating in the
evolutionary history of human species’. Skinners ideas are of course
proposed under the presupposition that behaviour is determined by genetics
and the environment.

In a way this expands the scope of the explanation of values beyond
biology, but still in a somewhat deterministic vein. The two main values
discussed by Skinner, freedom and dignity, become for him of mere historical
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interest. Though they once played an important role in man's struggle against
tyranny, they are now holding back man's progress. The problem with
"freedom’ is that the champions of this value have never been able to come
to grips with the idea of "control’. Skinner sees the real problem to be the
frecing of men, not from control in general, but from certain kinds of control.
By accepting the generalization that all control is wrong, we are not able to
fully accept the fact that we depend on the world around us and that the most
we can do is to change the nature of the dependency. As for the idea of
"dignity’, Skinner sees most discussions of this idea as standing in the way
of human achievement because it opposes a technology of behaviour merely
because individuals under this scheme are no longer given credit. What is
needed now, according to Skinner, is a technology of behaviour which
concentrates on changing the environment, which in turn will improve
society. The promotion of wornout values will just not do the job.

The main problem with the sociobiological and the Skinnerian
approach to the question of values is that they don't really escape from the
pre-acceptance of values and therefore are back to square one. If we are to
change the environment so that biological factors go to work, thus producing
"values' along the way, the first thing we need to know is what type of
environment we should have which will get us where we want to go. But
determining where we want to go, what kind of meaning we want for life,
is the most basic question concerning values that can be asked. Besides this
problem of the reduction of values to more fundamental values, there is also
the problem stemming from the situation of values being part of scientific
research itself. As Rescher points out in "The Ethical Dimension of Scientific
Research’, within the framework of actual scientific research itself, ethical
problems occur for the practising scientist which are not just problems
concerning the application of the research. The decisions on kinds of research
to be funded is directly related to what is considered to be the "good life’.
The advancement of science has not yet made the search for answers to

questions concerning values obsolete.
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Science and technology as a destroyer of values

There are a number of writers who have presented such a dim view
of man's future in the age of science and technology that it could be said that
if such sentiments were true our search for values would indeed come to an
end. The futures these writers depict give no place to "hope’, which is a
framework within which all strivings for values must operate. Two such
writers are Theodore Roszak and Jacques Ellul.

In "The Monster and the Titan: Science, Knowledge, and Gnosis’,
Roszak argues that science has set its sights too low and thus is responsible
for the creation of the monster of meaninglessness, an "existential void where
modern man searches in vain for his lost soul’. He agrees with many
scientists that science began as a celebration of the human spirit, but it is now
leading to a humanism of despair. In response to this grieving for the loss
of an enchanted world, science calls up the Titan and reminds us that it gives
us the free pursuit of knowledge as a supreme value in itself. But as a
supreme value overriding all other values, science for science's sake in effect
destroys all values. As Steven Weinberg states in 'Reflections of a Working
Scientist’, "The laws of nature are as impersonalized and free of human values
as the rules of arithmetic.” It is not surprising if dedication to such an
environment ends up effecting the practitioner in like ways. The scientist
becomes like his discipline.

Where Roszak decries the consequences of modern science, Ellul
does the same with respect to technology. In The Technological Society he
argues that technology has not only become an end in itself, but an end which
dominates all other ends. It began by serving values, but became a supreme
value itself. It suppresses the traditional values of all societies to produce a
monolithic world culture in which non-technological differences become
mere appearance. Through a proliferation of means these means become ends,
and all other values disappear. For Ellul, the only solution to the technological
age 1s world-wide totalitarianism, and thus inhabitants of the future
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technological state will have everything they desire except their freedom.

If views such as those of Roszak and Ellul are correct, then science
and technology will indeed have destroyed human values. However, such
views depend heavily on predictions as to the future course of science and
technology, and we have not been very good at this. Predictions of the future
of science come right up against the widely accepted view that new knowl-
edge cannot be predicted in advance, whereas predictions concerning the
future state of technological know-how have always been haphazard at best.
The farther away the future that we are looking at, the less accurate are our
predictions, but this is exactly where the destruction of values would come
about. Besides the dependence on future predictions as to the nature of
scientific and technological advance, these pessimistic views also have the
drawback that they arise out of a particular historical framework regarding the
growth of science, namely a rationalistic-mechanistic view of the world. As
science develops in a setting with a more magical-mystical view of the
universe as its history, such as is happening in many parts of the world
today, the meaninglessness that destroys values fades away.

Science and technology as a revaluator of values

Though Friedrich Nietzsche is often thought of as a nihilistic
philosopher intent on destroying all values in his path, his "nihilism" is
actually a transition on the way to, in his own words, "a revaluation of
values'. This project of Nietzsche's actually makes him one of the most
optimistic of philosophers concerning the human condition. Great
possibilities exist for mankind, but it will take a lot of effort. Nietzsche's
revaluation of values was both a critique of existing values and a development
of alternatives. When he does seem to be raising questions about
possibilities, for example in raising questions about whether or not we should
set the search for Truth as a priority, Nietzsche does not claim that this search
is futile but rather that it is dangerous.
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He believed that if we found Truth we would not be able to handle it. For
him the future task of philosophy becomes the determination of the ranking
order among values. This is as practical a task as could be conceived, and is
exactly the situation we face today. The main difference between Nietzsche's
proposal and the situation of this age is that Nietzsche's ideas spring from
his desire to see a more "'Dionysian" value standard imposed, whereas for us
the urgency comes from new dilemmas resulting from developments in
science and technology.

As two examples we will consider problems resulting from the use
of nuclear energy and the applications of genetic engineering. Since nuclear
waste has a half-life of 24,000 years, our use of nuclear energy presents us
with the problem of how much risk we have the right to impose on the future
for the sake of convenience and luxury now. The value "risking responsibly
with regard to the future’ has never had to be evaluated in the past. But now
we are confronted with a headlong clash between this value and the values
of convenience and luxury. As for the applications of genetic engineering,
there is no shortage of new problems which require values-based
decision-making. One of the deepest problems which will arise when we are
routinely able to specify certain characteristics of human beings is the
problem of choosing between the values "doing the best we can to create a
better world' and "not trying to act like God'.

With the increase of new possibilities, more decision-making
situations are created, and the basis for these choices lie in nothing less than
a prioritizing of values. Science and technology have thus become a revaluator
of values.

The impact of science and technology on values today

Having considered the relationship between values and science and
technology from a theoretical standpoint, a more practical question remains
to be discussed. This is the question of what kind of impact science and
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technology has on values today. The different ways that science and
technology might impact upon values today are by redefining those values,
by confronting them with other values, or by impacting upon the justification
of those values. For impact by redefining we will consider the example of
"rationality’, for impact by confrontation with other values we consider
"respect for elders’, and for impact upon justifications we consider "
democracy'.

Though there are numerous conferences, seminars and publications
on the topic of the rationality of science, both in terms of questioning it as
well as explaining it, for most people outside of the philosophical circle the
question of whether or not science is rational is a silly question. This is a
relatively new phenomenon. Five hundred years ago the situation was quite
different. What has happened is that "rationality” has been redefined to mean
"in accordance with the findings of science and technology’. How has this
situation come about? Maybe it is not too difficult to understand. If being
rational means acting in a way which best suits our purposes, then the past
successes of science and technology make science and technology the best
things to base our actions on. What has happened here is that "probable
success’ has taken over from "truth directed’ as the core meaning of being
rational. The psychological pull of "being rational’ is such that most people
opt for equating it with "being scientific’ rather than having to choose the
value "being scientific’ over the value "being rational’. The people who have
chosen the above redefinition are those who could be referred to as being "of'
the current age of science and technology. There is an important difference
between being "in" this age and being "of  this age. Though everyone alive at
the present is obviously "in" our current age of science and technology, a large
number of these people understand the world around them in terms not that
different from the past, and these I refer o as not being "of " this age. When
we refer to traditional societies I believe we are referring primarily to this
group. The societies we are part of are often a mixture of those "of the age

of science and technology and those "not of" this age. How to reconcile the
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values of these two groups becomes a major problem. An example of this
tension can be seen by considering the value placed on the respect for elders
in traditional societies. People "of' the age of science and technology have
come to understand being rational as being scientific, as discussed above.
When someone's beliefs on certain matters are at odds with the scientific
view of the matter, that person's beliefs are looked upon as being irrational.
Since being irrational is the opposite of wisdom, which is one of the grounds
for the respect of elders, the respect for elders is dropped from that part
of society as a value to be cherished. In the age of science and technology,
being around on this earth for a long time just doesn't seem to be valuable
in itself. This impact of science and technology on traditional values, such as
‘respect for elders’, can occur even without the eventual rejection of such
values. The critical acceptance of such values has an impact as well because
of the demystification which takes place, or as Popper calls it in his essay
"Towards a Rational Theory of Tradition’, the "escape from the taboo of
tradition’.

To see how science and technology might have an impact on the
justification of democracy, it might be clearer if we consider consequentialist
Justifications of the democratic system. One such type of justification is
Alexis de Tocqueville's claim that democratic systems result in an increase
of positive energy in societies with such systems of government. Such energy
is then transformed into various enterprises benefitting society as a whole.
For de Tocqueville the main advantage of democracy over other systems is
certainly not the quality of leaders it produces, but the fact that the citizens
of such societies re-energize themselves by the fact that they elect their
leaders, and thus indirectly make their own laws. However, since such re-
energizing can come about just as well by the new vistas of imagination and
astounding marvels brought about by science and technology, democratic
systems may not be needed to provide this extra push. The case of new
economic powerhouses on the world scene, in less than democratic settings,

is an indication of how this can come about. Though other problems in such
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societies might be on the horizon, this particular justification does seem to
have been undermined.

Another consequentialist justification of democracy is that it is the
best safeguard of more fundamental rights, such as justice and fairness.
Democratic systems are then justified just to the extent that they perform this
function better than other possible governmental systems. The question
becomes whether or not a technological society can do as good a job, or
perhaps an even better job, at safeguarding such rights. One thing that science
and technology does is that it levels the playing-field. The supreme good is
measured in terms of competence. Though there have been many different
criticisms of what a society permeated by science and technology would be
like, as was discussed in the section on the destroyer of values, no one has
claimed that the major problem with such societies is that they would be
unjust. The age of science and technology demands new forms of justification
for anyone advocating democracy. There are of course other forms of
justification for democracy, for example, epistemic justifications for
democracy which are based on the claim that we do not know who the
knowers of political truths are. It remains to be seen how these kinds of
justification are affected by the technological society, if at all. An important
question which needs to be studied is, "How can we justify the promotion of

democratic values in the age of science and technology?”

Conclusion

In conclusion, it seems as if we will never be able to escape from
a valuebased existence. No matter what direction science and technology take
us, changing, destroying, nudging previously held values along the way, new
values emerge continuously. Even the skeptical view that value-judgments
are neither objectively true nor objectively false is internal to the evaluative
domain. Perhaps this is not surprising. After all, science and technology are
the direct results of human values operating in this world.
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7
Teaching Logic for Critical Thinking

To some, a title such as the one above would seem redundant. Is there
really any other purpose for teaching logic besides the fostering of critical
thinking? One reason for such puzzlement is that the term 'logic is often
found in many course titles and is used in quite a variety of syllabi, ranging
from these which aim specifically to teach critical thinking to those which
cover Set Theory and Recursive Functions. The former type of courses are
often called by such titles as 'Informal Logic, 'Reasoning or even, simply
'Critical Thinking' itself. These courses are often designed for all majors, that
is, they are part of the general university curriculum and are often designated
as 'core courses. The latter type of courses are usually part of the
Mathematical Logic offerings and are advanced courses taken primarily by
students studying Mathematics, Philosophy or Computer Science. Somewhere
in between these two types of logic courses are the beginning logic courses
required for most philosophy students. Since this paper is part of a project
relating the teaching of philosophy to the fostering of democracy, it is to
these courses which this paper addresses itself with the phrase teaching logic
in the paper's title.

Beginning courses in logic are usually courses in formal logic or
symbolic logic and cover the topics of the syntax and semantics of
propositional logic as well as the logic of quantification. Besides this main
portion, these courses may also cover various special topics which go beyond
this basic apparatus. The purpose of these courses is not to foster critical
thinking per se, but rather to provide tools which are useful to the further
study of philosophy. So the question seenis to be how can these courses be
taught such that their specific purposes are achieved and the fostering of
critical thinking is achieved as well.
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One is tempted to answer that if the original purpose or the course
is achieved, then critical thinking will follow automatically, as a natural by-
product so to speak. However, the answer is not so automatic. Whether or
not critical thinking is an automatic consequence of taking such logic courses,
or whether some extra effort is needed to bring critical thinking about, can
be answered only if one examines the specific purposes for which these
courses are designed and only after one has some general notion of what

critical thinking is.

1. Logic for Philosophy

I would like to posit three main purposes to be achieved in the
teaching of basic logic courses to philosophy students:

(i) The purpose is to provide a means of sharpening one's ability
to formulate and evaluate arguments. This is achieved through
studying the rules of inference, the structure of arguments, and
both proof-theoretical and model-theoretical methods of
determining the validity of formal or symbolic arguments.
Professors assume then that the sharpened ability allows
students to translate arguments of ordinary language (whether
they are philosophical arguments or everyday arguments) into
symbolic language by applying the aforementioned tools.

(ii) The second purpose is to provide familiarization with some
formal languages which might then be used to clarify various
philosophical concepts when needed. One example of this is the
listing of a set of postulates in a 15t-order language with a
binary relation between evidence and hypothesis, as an explica-
tion of the concept of confirmation. Another example might be
the use of modal languages and the different systems of modal

logic to explicate the concepts of ‘necessity and 'possibility .
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Another application is to the theory of descriptions, in which a
way of determining the truth value of statements containing
terms with no reference can be constructed.

(iii) The third purpose is to provide a foundation for the study of an
area of knowledge often used in philosophical discussions of
topics such as the scope and limitations of human knowledge,
to name but one. In this case, the example is the class of all
logical truths and the question of the possibility of capturing
this class in a way that supports our being able to claim that we
can 'know them.

How relevant the purposes I have proposed are to philosophy is of
course dependent upon one's view of the philosophical enterprise, and there—
fore, they are, unsurprisingly, quite contentious in current debates. But
regardless of these debates, courses, as I have described them, are still very
much part of most programs of study in philosophy, and so can be used as
a basis of considering the earlier questions raised of the relationship between
teaching logic and fostering critical thinking. Before continuing we need to
come to some kind of understanding as to what this thing called 'critical
thinking' is.

2. Critical Thinking

The literature on Critical Thinking is fairly extensive though it does
not appear to be too scattered. To get an understanding of some of the issues
which have been raised concerning this topic we will look at three papers
much discussed in the area of critical thinking and which together provide a
picture of the current views on this topic. The papers are "Critical Thinking
and the 'Trivial Pursuit Theory of Knowledge' by John E. McPeck (1985),
"Critical Thinking Courses: Their Value and Limits’ by Ludwig F. Schlecht
(1989) and "Developing the Critical Attitude” by Shelagh Crooks (1995).
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McPeck's paper presents a view of critical thinking which is a
departure from what he calls the 'standard approach to the subject which, he
says, characterizes the Informal Logic Movement. The 'standard approach’
understands critical thinking to consist of a number of specific teachable
skills which can be applied to any situation or problem where critical thinking
is required. Thus, specific courses teaching only 'critical thinking can
concentrate on building up these all-purpose skills. McPeck disagrees with
this view, however. He maintains that there does not exist such a set of skills
which could be taught in a critical thinking course. He argues that thinking
critically is always thinking critically about some subject matter, and thus the
skills needed to think critically about different subject matters vary with the
subject matter involved. Therefore, there can be no set of skills to be applied
across the board which could be the content of a course on critical thinking.
In his words, "critical thinking is not a content-free general ability.” McPeck
contends that a person might be a critical thinker about some topics yet on
others that same person might be less than critical. For McPeck, then, the
crucial normative decision which needs to be made for educational purposes
is to decide which subject area is most in need of applying critical thinking.
One answer which has long been proposed is that the areas most important
are those subjects which an informed citizenry must be aware of in order to
make intelligent contributions to social debates. After examining subjects
which might be fit the criteria of most important in assisting in intelligent
contributions to social debate, McPeck concludes by proposing that one of the
best ways to improve critical thinking in these areas would be to take
'Philosophy - of courses, such as Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of
Economics, Philosophy of Religion, etc.

While Schlecht disagrees with McPeck's view that there are no
general reasoning skills which can be used to make up a separate course on
critical thinking, he does concede that there are limitations to such courses.
The first limitation he discusses concerns the skill of evaluating arguments,
which is the very mainstay of critical thinking courses. The limitation exists,
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he says, because one can only learn those skills which can be used to evaluate
deductive arguments and particular types of non-deductive arguments, such
as those he calls enumerative inductions and explanatory inductions. But there
is another whole class of non-deductive arguments, conductive arguments,
where very little can be taught systematically that would be helpful in the
evaluation of these kinds of arguments. Schlecht describes conductive
arguments as good reason arguments, often used in reasoning about
normative issues. Their primary feature is that in assessing them one must
determine whether or not there is strong enough evidence to outweigh
counterconsiderations, and this requires familiarity with the topic or subject
matter being reasoned about. The second limitation Schlecht discusses
concerns the purpose of critical thinking courses as being not merely the
imparting of skills to be used but the development of dispositions which
result in the desire to use such skills. Here he contends that the development
of such dispositions must come from the totality of educational experiences
and there can be no justification for a separate critical thinking course on the
grounds that it could develop such dispositions.

Crooks paper takes up the question of how to facilitate the
acquisition of the disposition to be a critical thinker, or, - to state the matter
another way, how to instill a critical attitude. The justification for concern
here is that there is the possibility that some students may not value critical
thinking, or may not see it as worth the problems which usually follow
questioning, criticizing and trying to see things from a different view.
Developing this disposition becomes just as important as the imparting of
skills, in particular for those traditions where critical thinking has never
played a major role in the different kinds of social exchanges. In such
situations critical thinking can not only be uncomfortable, but in some cases,
it might actually be dangerous. Crooks suggests that the main obstacle to
acquiring a critical thinking disposition is an erroneous understanding of truth
as being a personal possession, that everyone is entitled to have their own

personal view of what is true. To dispel this misunderstanding of the nature
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of truth, a study of the concepts of truth, belief and knowledge is needed, in
other words, a course in basic epistemology.

One thing which stands out in these three papers, as well as in other
literature on critical thinking, is that even though there is not much discussion
as to what exactly critical thinking is, there is not much disagreement on this
matter either. There are no detailed analyses of cases of reasoning which one
party claims are exemplary of thinking critically while another finds the same
case to exhibit faulty reasoning. Rather, the disagreements revolve around
how best to teach critical thinking and, in particular, whether there should be
separate courses for this task. This situation is not helpful to the task of this
paper because we are concerned not with teaching critical thinking directly but
with the question of whether or not it can be fostered in the teaching of other
courses, and, in the case of our specific discussion, that means courses in
formal logic. Whether one agrees with McPeck or with the standard approach
there is still basic agreement that there are some general skills involved in
critical thinking; the question is how many basic skills are there and how are
they to be taught. When Schlecht states that little can be taught in critical
thinking courses which would help handle conductive arguments because they
are too content-dependent, he is actually agreeing with McPeck. We are left
with the task of critically assessing such arguments by some other means.

What is needed in order to examine the relation of teaching logic to
critical thinking is first of all a generation description of what fostering
critical thinking entails, and so I propose the following brief description:
firstly, it is to teach skills which enable one to know how to carefully
consider conclusions drawn from evidence, how to derive various
consequences of such conclusions to be used as further consideration in their
evaluation, and how to explore and weigh alternatives to the conclusions
offered; secondly, it is to instill the disposition to apply these skills to all
beliefs and conclusions about various matters, including one's own. And now,

we are now ready to turn to the question of teaching formal logic.



nsaaeansa ayln 103

3. Formal Logic and Critical Thinking

The first matter to get of the way is the question of whether or not
critical thinking is fostered automatically by taking logic courses. If we
measure our answer by the number of complaints which decry formal logic
courses as dry and often irrelevant, the answer would have to be 'No. |
believe this answer is correct but it will be helpful for later considerations
to see why this is so. The descriptions of these courses often leave quite a
bit of room for choice of emphasis on the part of the instructors. For
example, while still covering all the basic concepts required, one could
choose to devote most of the time to the proof-theoretic task of constructing
derivations of formulas from particular sets of formulas, and the result might
be that students would become quite skilled at this task. However, to be so
skilled is quite far from possessing and being skilled in the different kinds
of thinking needed to consider ideas critically, and, more pertinently, teaching
that particular skill is even further from fostering any disposition to use
critical thinking habitually and willfully. I myself think teaching formal logic
can foster critical thinking but to accomplish that it is necessary to choose
particular topics to emphasize. If these choices resulted in moving away from
the purposes of such courses in the philosophy curriculum, then the choices
would be self-defeating. However, the particular topics to which I refer fit
in quite well with the three purposes for teaching critical thinking proposed
above and therefore, as we shall see, there is no conflict in this regard.

Of the three kinds of skills needed in critical thinking corresponding
to the general nature of critical thinking, the first involves what is usually
covered in all logic courses, namely the evaluation of the direct validity of
arguments, and so will not be discussed further here. However, the other two
kinds of skills, (i) finding undesirable consequences of proposed conclusions
and (ii) showing that the conclusions proposed are not the only way of
achieving the objectives stated in the premises, do need additional examina-

tion. The following is a discussion of these skills and some topics in logic
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which might sharpen them.

1. When a conclusion is proposed on the basis of some reasons or
evidence, the first thing that needs to be done is to evaluate the conclusion
to see whether or not it is acceptable. Since most such cases are examples
of non-deductive reasoning, checking the logical validity of these inferences
will not get us very far. This dilemma has some kinship with Schleck's
comment that there are limitations to handling conductive arguments in
critical thinking courses because such courses center around the analysis of
the validity of arguments. But this dilemma can be resolved within the
confines of the problem for what is needed in these cases are some other
kinds of explorations. For example, we might ask ourselves what are some
further consequences of accepting the conclusion and, depending on the
answer, this could count towards whether or not it should be accepted. Let
us consider a simple example. Someone tries to convince you that all cases
of abortion should be illegal since it is no different from murder. In
evaluating this reason you see that a consequence of this conclusion is that
abortions cannot be performed in cases where all expert opinion agrees that
this pregnancy will result in the death of the mother and child due to some
complication. Since for you this is an unacceptable consequence, you do not
accept the original line of reasoning.

The task now becomes that of developing the skills to discover the
various consequences of a particular set of statements. How is that to be
done? Clearly not by concentrating on problems of derivability. In teaching
logic not much is gained by giving students a set of statements, and
instructing them to start deriving other statements from it. The early
computer programs on theorem-proving have shown the limitations of this
procedure are due primarily to the non-recursive nature of the set of ~ statements
derivable from most other sets of statements. A more promising way of
going about this task is to use the model-theoretic way. Here, students
attempt to find which statements are true in certain models of the original set
of statements given those which represent our actual situation and which are
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unacceptable to them for other reasons. They then try to derive this statement
from the set given together with some other statements true in this model.
This method helps one to discover potential 'counterexample' to accepting a
conclusion being offered, for one can then demonstrate that the potential
counterexample is an "actual one through proof-theoretic methods.

2. Sometimes a conclusion which we do not want to accept is based
on premises with which we can find no fault. In one sense this could be
considered to be an example of 'examining one's life and thus making it
'worth living, after the appropriate adjustments have been made. But it could
also be a case of those offering the conclusion trying to persuade others to
their point of view by cloaking their view in reason. Consider the following
argument. We should be in favor of a totalitarian state because we all value
personal safety, and totalitarian states go a long way towards guaranteeing
personal safety. If a response to this argument had to rest only on whether
or not its conclusion followed reasonably from its premises, together with the
acceptability of its premises, then, within the confines of valid inferences to
normative conclusions, we would have to accept it as valid. However, another
recourse would be to see whether or not the conclusion could be denied even
while still accepting the premises. In other words, one might reasonably ask
if totalitarian systems of government are the only ones which can look after
the personal safety of their citizens. Consider another example. Since we do
not want any cheating during exams, is it reasonable to propose that all
students should go through a thorough body-search for any crib sheets before
an exam? A critical response here would be to question whether
body-searches are the only way to control cheating. These types of responses
are at the very heart of critical thinking and they are the kind of response
which must be made to all inferences, whether those inferences seem to be
valid or not.

What we see in the two examples above is the need to confront an
undesirable conclusion to the valid argument; that is to say, that even though
the premise can not be questioned, we can show that it is consistent with the
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denial, rather than the acceptance of the conclusion. Though this is, of course,
not possible with deductively valid arguments, it is very possible with the
practical arguments we encounter in our every day life which are non-
deductive in nature. These arguments are of the form: "Since we want p, we
must do g." The critical response is, 'Ts q the only way to get p?" or "Can we
get p without doing q?" The best way to show that a statement 'p is consistent
with the denial of a statement 'q, is to construct a model in which both 'p
and 'not ¢ are true. In the first example above this would amount to finding
examples of non-totalitarian systems which take care of the personal safety
of their citizens, and in the second example, to devising exams which make
it possible to guard against cheating without resorting to body-searches for
crib sheets. The skills developed in logic courses through constructing
models for such pairs of statements should help tune one's thinking abilities
so that they can make the appropriate transitions and use corresponding skills
in dealing with real life arguments.

The two types of skills discussed above can be worked with in the
model-theoretic portion of logic courses. It is here that logic courses can
provide something useful to the development of critical thinking beyond
anything which might be developed in a typical critical thinking course with
its restricted apparatus. Often it is a case that in considering something
critically we need to see that particular statement is not a consequence of a
set of statements. This requires the kind of thinking used in the situation
model-theoretically because this kind of problem is almost impossible to deal
with in a proof-theoretic manner. Of course one might counter that these skill
could be developed intuitively and that no formal apparatus is really
necessary, but this is not much different from saving that some people are
critical thinkers 'naturally. Even if this is true, the point of education in any
matter is to inspire those who need it, not those who already have it.

Besides the acquisition of skills helpful to critical thinking, the foster
of critical thinking also requires the development of a disposition to use such

skills in the consideration of various matters. Without such disposition, the
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ability to think critically is largely meaningless. We will next consider how
the teaching of logic might be able to contribute to the development of the
disposition to think critically.

Shelagh Crooks paper on developing the critical attitude, discussed
earlier, identifies the main obstacle to a healthy critical attitude as being the
belief that individuals can have their own personal truths. This state of affair
results in the following kind of reaction to arguments with whose conclusions
one disagrees: "It might true for you, but it is not true for me." Crooks asserts
that this mistaken notion about truth can be remedied by taking a course in
basic epistemology. Through a study of the relations between truth, belief and
knowledge, students can be led to see that they are not always free to build
their own truths. The problem with this approach to developing a disposition
to critical thinking is that epistemology basic courses are quite likely to cover
the topic of Relativism and some arguments here support the notion of
personal truths. Indeed, it is very likely to be the case that Relativism will
be studied and defended for in the normal course of studying epistemology,
all positions are argued for and defended. Since this is so, we might conclude
that it would be far better to have dealt with the notion of personal truths and
helped the young student be aware of it as fallacy before the student
encounters a course in epistemology, for the course itself can hardly
guarantee that the students will conclude the fallacy of personal truths. If
epistemology can not do the job, could a course in logic be able to? Recalling
once again that what we are looking for here is a way to help students
question their individual beliefs, it would seem it would be more effective to
actually demonstrate how some of those beliefs might lead to surprises within
their individual belief systems, than it would be to shower them with
arguments to convince them that they need 'justification’ in order for their
beliefs to be considered 'knowledge'. In other words what is needed is the
study of various paradoxes, which I propose as one of the best ways to
promote a critical attitude. Of course, it is certainly not the case that the
framework of formal logic is the only one in which different paradoxes can
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be developed and studied. However, there are a number of interesting paradoxes

that can be studied in this framework, and the inclusion of these topics can

be used to both accomplish the philosophical purposes of logic courses as

well as contribute to developing a critical attitude. Examples of some such

'surprises that can be generated in a formal logical framework and could be

included as topic to be discussed in logic courses are the following:

ey

(i)

(iii)

The paradox of confirmation, or the Raven paradox (see Hempel
1945). This paradox is basically generated by showing how two
intuitions concerning the confirmation of hypotheses by evi
dence lead to surprising results. Letting C(e,H) stand for
'evidence e confirms hypothesis H,' the first intuition is that if
e is an instance of H, then C(e,H). For example, black ravens
confirm the hypothesis "All ravens are black.” The second intu
jtion is that if C(e,H1) and H2 is logically equivalent to Hi,
then C(e,H2). Letting H1 be the hypothesis "All ravens are
black’ and H2 the hypothesis "All non-black things are non-
ravens,” we are led by the above two intuitions to the conclusion
that a red shoe confirms the hypothesis "All ravens are black.”
The Russell paradox concerning the existence of sets corre
sponding to properties (see Suppes 1960). This paradox is
generated from the intuition that for any property P, there exists
the set of all things having P. By setting P to be the property
'not being a member of itself, we thus generate the set of all
sets that are not members of themselves. Calling this set A, we
have the consequence that A is a member of A if, and only if,
A is not a member of A, which is a contradiction.

Arrow's theorem of the impossibility of democratic choice functions
for all situations (see Arrow 1951). What this theorem shows is
that a number of conditions reflecting rational and democratic
social choice decisions, when formulated symbolically, can be
shown to be logically inconsistent with each other.
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4. Conclusion

Based on the considerations I have presented in this paper, I should
like to offer the following answer to the question of how teaching logic can
foster critical thinking. In the case of acquiring some general skills useful for
thinking critically about different matters, logic courses can be useful for the
development of these skills, in particular by concentrating on the semantical
portions of the logic systems studied. Some of these skills can not be
developed in any alternative fashion as the alternatives lack the necessary
supporting apparatus to carry out such a project. In light of this, an intriguing
question presents itself: are those who are not familiar with these methods
missing out on something invaluable to the development of critical thinking?
At the least, we might answer that it is not as obvious as many may think
that this is not so. On the matter of developing a disposition to consistently
use these skills, logic courses can certainly contribute to this development via
the study of logically generated paradoxes. However, there are also many
other ways to develop the necessary sense of surprise which fosters this
disposition besides the study of logic. The most we can conclude is that
teaching logic is merely one among a number of ways to develop a critical
attitude.
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8
Democracy with a Heart: Steps Towards a Wiser Millennium

Present-day Asia is in a transition period where the forces of
democratisation are at center stage. And yet there is something disquieting
about these changes. All too often these forces have a cold, heartless,
robot-like quality. Some of the people's sufferings are dismissed or given
low priority with the excuse that in a democracy everyone's welfare must be
looked after equally and special concern cannot be given to any particular
segment of society. In some cases elected officials may even justify whatever
action they take by claiming that democracy and their elected status supports
it. One of the causes of these misrepresentations of democracy must certainly
be the lack of wide-ranging discussions and debates as to what democratic
communities are like. Instead what we see is the embracing of an idea because
of expediency or it being fashionable. That philosophy and philosophy
education has a role to play in addressing these problems is one of the
reasons for establishing APPEND, the Asia Pacific Philosophy Education
Network for Democracy. Because of the traditional role of philosophy in Asia
as being concerned with the search for wisdom, and the contemporary role
of philosophical groups like APPEND, it seems important to examine the
connection between democracy and wisdom during these times. More
specifically, I would like to pose the following question to the participants of
this conference, as well as attempt an answer myself, 'Will the development
of democracy in our countries in the next millennium make our societies and
its members wiser, and if so, in what ways?'

Wisdom is something special. It encompasses knowledge, experi-
ence, intelligence, and fairness, among other things, but is more than these.
We often say such things as 'He may know a lot about these matters but that
is not enough', or 'She is obviously quite intelligent but needs to be more
realistic about her plans, or 'She is very fair in her evaluations but needs to
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be more up to date on the facts, or 'He has a lot of experience in these
matters but just has not kept up with the latest developments'. In contrast to
this, we would not think of saying, 'He/She is quite wise but...” There just
do not seem to be any shortcomings to being wise. Because of this, declaring
wisdom as an aim of a particular enterprise might possibly be seen as being
overly ambitious, but never as 'aiming too low'. In terms of the relationship
between wisdom and philosophy, philosophy in the East, as alluded to earlier,
has accepted this connection unabashedly, even if philosophy in the West has
been uneasy or embarrassed to see itself in this way during certain periods,
preferring to set as its aim something closer to 'the relief of head colds or
'good clean fun. Yet even then, 'wisdom' has a way of being used to evaluate
such periods. In H.H. Price's 1945 Presidential address to the Mind
Association and Aristotelian Society after the end of World War II, which he
titled 'Clarity is not Enough,'(Price 1963) he even suggested that some of the
recent ills of the world at that time could be linked to Philosophy abandoning
its traditional quest for wisdom. I guess before proceeding further I am
obliged to be a bit more specific about this idea of wisdom, and so let me
suggest the following. Wisdom consists of using reason as far as it will go,
recognizing when the limits of reason have been reached, and having a way
of moving beyond the limits of reason which rests on a desire to see a
cessation of the suffering in society. On this view wisdom becomes a
combination of reason and compassion.

As a starting point to examining the connection between democracy
and wisdom let us consider two seemingly competing ideas, namely, John
Rawls' concept of an 'overlapping consensus (Rawls 1993) and Stanley
Cavell's idea of 'moral perfectionism (Cavell 1990). An overlapping
consensus is Rawls answer to the central question of what can be used to
unite pluralist democratic societies, while still allowing for the moral ~ diversity
of the views of the members of that society. Each member of society takes
the content of the consensus to be acceptable, on the basis of his or her own
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moral and political views, but since these views are not built into the
consensus itself, it can be accepted without sacrificing these diverse beliefs.
This kind of procedure where certain fundamental tenets are left untouched
in order to gain agreement on a different level between members of a group,
where at first glance the area of agreement seems to depend on the nature of
the more fundamental views, can be carried out in other areas as well. Let

us consider the example of Human Rights.

The various declarations and conventions relating to Human Rights
state not only how people should be treated but also why they should be
treated that way. The metaphysical nature of the ‘'why part is one of the
causes of the sense of strangeness with which various cultures view these
documents. Instead of advancing the general idea that there are ways that
people should treat each other which stem from something beyond individual
preferences regarding such treatments, a specific metaphysics as to the nature
of human beings is embraced. This results in the view that the various articles
in these declarations are fixed in stone, which does not invite much dialogue
or debate. We forget that the idea of human rights is much greater than any
concrete understanding we have of this idea at any point in time and place.
The idea of human rights is about a yearning which all humanity has had
throughout time to live together in peace in a just society. The universality
of human rights is the universality of this yearning rather than the univer—
sality of its expression at any particular time. Overlooking this point has
resulted in a lack of a sense of ownership concerning the idea of human rights
in various cultures, which then translates directly into a lack of enthusiasm
by the governments of these countries to promote human rights (here T am
thinking about the countries of Asia in particular). Now back to the "over-
lapping consensus. Democracies have always put great value on the role of
reason, not only in that it enables members of society to.become good
citizens but also in that it provides a means to settling differences among

them. If this is the case, why then the need for a consensus among members



MIAUDINITA GHN‘I‘VI 1 27

of society which is neutral with respect to their various moral and
metaphysical views? Why not use reason to iron out the disagreements
between these diverse views? Rawls answer is that there are various 'burdens
of reason’ which make such a task difficult, if not impossible, even between
reasonable people. The burdens of reason he discusses are the following: (a)
the difficulty in assessing complex empirical evidence; (b) disagreement as
to what weight to give the considerations that are agreed upon; (c¢) the
indeterminacy which results from the vagueness of our moral and political
concepts; (d) the disparate nature of the total life experiences of each member
of the society; (e) the difficulty in assessing the force of the different
normative considerations which arise; (f) the necessity of having to prioritise
cherished values since any system of social institutions allows a limited range
of values. Though Rawls suggests ways to lighten these burdens of reason,
in the final analysis they cannot be overcome and we must accept moral
pluralism as a permanent feature of political life. What we are left with is the
need to base social unity on a political conception, namely, the 'overlapping

consensus .

Some people have questioned whether or not the "overlapping con-
sensus can be considered to be just since it is arrived at by political
compromise, which members of the society accept only as a means of
coexisting with others whose moral views are unacceptable to them. Rawls
answer is that the consensus can be considered to be constituted by principles
of justice because its creation respects the diversity of only reasonable
beliefs, which therefore must include the idea that all people are equal and
free. To claim that ‘reasonable beliefs' must include this idea is obvious to
some but to others it is just another example of a particular moral and
political view, and therefore violates the neutrality of the consensus. It seems
as if Rawls is left with no alternative, he must choose between Unity and
Justice. But is this really the situation that democracy puts us in? Let us put
the question another way. Instead of asking whether the overlapping
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consensus is just, let us ask if it can be considered to be wise. An
overlapping consensus which is reached in a society can be considered to be
wise if we take into account not merely the content of the consensus (which
Rawls focuses on in order to show the just nature of the consensus) but also
the desire of the members of the society to find a consensus as well as the
method by which it is reached (an example of a method which should not be
used is the method of constructing a consensus by merely transferring the
contents of a consensus reached in some other society, which actually results
in no consensus at all). But why accept this notion of a wise consensus?
Doesn't it encompass particular moral views as well (even though it
concentrates on method rather than content), and is therefore just another case
of a failure to find a way out of Rawls dilemma? Perhaps democracy can
never be seen as encompassing wisdom as long as it is understood in terms
of constructing a neutral calculus of consent. Let us set this question aside
for the time being and examine Cavell's ideas which approach democracy

from another angle.

Where Rawls sees democracy as an answer to the question, 'By what
means can we live together?’, Cavell explores the relation between democracy
and the question, 'How should I live?' In the history of philosophy concen-
tration on the latter question has often been considered to be elitist since it
concentrates on one's own journey towards a form of perfection and thus
seemingly creates an obstacle to the development of an individual's social
concern, so important to finding an answer to the former question. Cavell's
main task is to reconcile these two contrasting ideals of self-realization and
democracy. For Cavell, this reconciliation does not mean mere consistency of
these two ideals but that the striving for self-realization is actually necessary
to democratic life. This necessity comes from the fact that striving towards
perfection (what Cavell refers to as Emersonian Perfectionism) plays the
irreplaceble role of providing both encouragement and internal criticism to

democratic aspirations. Since democracy is an ideal which all societies so far
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have fallen short of, the self-striving perfectionist plays the role of an
adversary to complacency and will not allow society to rest content with
whatever level of democratization has been reached, or allow society to give
up in the face of disappointment with it. But is providing criticism and being
a harsh taskmaster the only importance that perfectionism has for democratic
strivings? And if so, is it really worth the energy that is taken away from
striving to being outward-looking rather than inward-looking? Cavell says
that self-absorbed perfectionism can actually do more for democracy than
just this, it also provides democratic communities with new models of life,
or life-hypotheses, that show why democracy is worth having. But perhaps
above all else, Cavell sees that this striving on an individual s part for moral
perfection, and the realization that it is unattainable, leads us to a concern and
respect for others, thus making us more democratic. Can this really be the
case? There are two questions here. First, 'Does the striving for moral
perfection create a sense of concern and respect for others? and secondly,
'Does having concern and respect for others make us more democratic? |
think the answer to the first question is 'yes. The more we strive for
perfection, the more we realize how far away we are from where we want to
be. At the beginning this may lead towards depression, but as we reflect on
this situation we end up realizing that the differences, or distances, between
ourselves and other members of society are insignificant compared to what
we are striving for. In a Buddhist society this can lead to thinking of others
as 'companions in birth, aging, illness and death'. From this realization, plus
our concern and respect for ourselves, comes concern and respect for others.
As for the second question, I think that concern and respect for others do not
by themselves make us more democratic but they do provide the motivation
for wanting to seek ways of coexisting with others, ways which are agreed
upon by all concerned. Or to speak in Rawlsian terms, they can provide the
necessary impetus for members of a socicty to want to try to construct an
overlapping consensus.
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Here then we come to a kind of meeting-up of perfectionism with
the search for an overlapping consensus. Striving for perfection leads one to
the realization of one's own inadequacies resulting in a more compassionate
view towards others. This then provides the foundation upon which we can
rest the difficult and often discouraging task of building a consensus which
all members of a society can embrace, while still allowing for their diverse
moral views. The Rawlsian program starts from the desire to construct a
consensus, but was missing an explanation of how to instill such a desire in
members of society. In terms of the question I posed in the beginning, we
can now see a connection between democracy and wisdom. Moral
Perfectionism leads to compassion, which leads to the desire to coexist with
people who think differently from us, which leads to the willingness and
ability to tolerate these differences while constructing a consensus that all can
agree to. In such a framework philosopher-kings, contrary to the usual
perception, can actually become champions of democracy through their

striving for perfection.

Whereas the above suggests a direction leading from wisdom to
democracy, there is another important idea in connection with democracy
which suggests that the direction can also be reversed, with democracy giving
rise to wisdom. What I am referring to here is Bertram's idea of an "ideal
democratic community (Bertram 1997). According to this idea, in such a
community 'the fundamental principles on which society is based are trans-
parent to all its members, rather than being the preserve of some minority
elite. 'Transparency of the fundamental principles here does not mean merely
that the members of society know what these principles are, but includes as
well their ability to understand and express why these principles are
desirable. To aspire (o such transparency of principles stems from Bertram's
view of individuals in a democratic social order as being 'persons, potentially
governed by reason, capable of listening to and responding to reasons and

arguments, and generating reasons and arguments of their own'. As alluded
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to at the beginning of this paper, one can take this point of view too far. If
we do not recognize the limits to reason, then the walls we run up against
may be misinterpreted as representing a lack of reasoning ability rather than
the need to 'go beyond. However, in the particular case of knowing the
reasons why one accepts the fundamental principles governing one's society,
[ agree completely with Bertram. This is just another way of saying that the
unexamined life is not worth living, though it does create a particular problem
for philosophers. It is obvious that the justifications for democracy that are
presented and debated in journals and at conferences are for the most part
inaccessible to the general public. (I am thinking of course of the general Thai
public, but the situation is probably not that different elsewhere.) Minimax,
Maximin and Impossibility theorems require just too much specialized
knowledge. There are two directions one can take from this point. We can say
that many of the justifications philosophers study are not very useful to the
creation of a democratic community, or we can attempt to express these
Justifications in a manner understandable to the general public. I think the
latter direction is the way to go. Though there might be certain exotic
justifications of democracy which are impossible to get a hold of in a clear
and simple way no matter how hard one tries, there are many others whose
core idea can be expressed and understood in an easy enough fashion. The
point is who is to do this? And in particular, who is to do this in our Asian
societies? Whereas in some societies this task is left to journalists and
politicians, do we want to go that way also? Are we even capable of going
that way? I am afraid rot. In our societies we are going to have to be our own

popularisers.

There is one other problem to be resolved in connection with '
allowable justifications of democracy. This is what is sometimes called the
‘paradox of emancipation’. Bertram refers to it as the 'legislator problem,

and explains it as follows:
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Imagine a society governed according to principles which include R
(a principle of distributive justice). Principle R satisfies the require
ment of comprehensibility, and citizens, as well as understanding
what the principle requires, are able to give one another reasons to
motivate  both the principle and compliance with it. But a political
philosopher, equipped with a sophisticated theoretical apparatus, can
see that a different principle, S, is better supported by ideal reasoning
than R is. Unfortunately, the cultural and educational level of citizens
is such that too few of them are able to grasp the reasons for S. But
the expert also sees S as having an effect on citizens. Were S to be
implemented, it would cause citizens to develop in such a way that
they would soon be able to comprehend the reasons for it. Should the
theorist regard the maintenance of relations of democratic community
with existing fellow-citizens as a bar on the implementation of S, or
should he r ather attempt to use S to implement democratic commu

nity at a higher level? (Bertram 1997: 579)

The question raised by the 'legislator problem is a very real one and
of particular relevance to philosophy education. I think the key phrase here
is "...it would cause citizens to develop in such a way that they would soon
be able to comprehend the reasons....” Too often what takes place is a kind
of education which not so much results in the increased ability to compre-
hend, but in the actual comprehension of specific reasons. This then goes
counter to the idea of a democratic community being made up of citizens who
think for themselves. We of course want to raise the ability level of reflection
through education but in so doing we need to be vigilant against imparting
methodological points which then limit what can be found to be acceptable.
Were this to happen we would have a situation somewhcre in between
'education’ and 'indoctrination, and a populace somewhere in between being
‘citizens and being 'subjects. Being aware of this problem already goes a

long way towards protecting us against it.
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In conclusion, it seems that as philosophers and teachers we have our
work cut out for us, especially taking into consideration our particular
cultural and historical contexts. We must encourage and be of assistance in
people’'s striving towards perfection, participate in the construction of
compassion-based consensus, educate society to be able to see why it accepts
the political system it does, and show that democracy is about the ability to
learn from each other and the capacity to care for one another. These are
daunting tasks, but more noble ones would be difficult to find. For what we
are doing, in essence, is making people wiser. We will be stopping the
erosion of the wisdom of Asian ways and making democracy an extension of
existing wisdom, not a replacement of it. Democracy in Asia must take on
a kinder face, reflecting both warmth and equality, or the peoples of Asia
might turn their backs on it in the next millennium. It is up to those like us

to see that this does not happen.
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13

Addressing the Democratic Deficit: Trickle-down Democracy
and Learning to Walk the Deep Talk

When the dance is not going well,
blame the flute and the drum.

— Old Thai saying-

The dance of globalization is not going well. This is evidenced not
only by the familiar events that have taken place in cities like Seattle and
Genoa, but in what is happening in smaller and more remote places around
the world, such as Ubolratchatani province (Pak Mool dam area) and Songkhla
province (proposed pipeline route in Jana district) in Thailand, and also, -
sadly, by the different degrees of satisfaction expressed in some countries
regarding the tragic events that took place in the United States on September
11th. Where shall we place the blame for this failure of the globalization
dance? The idea behind the above saying is that there is a tendency for the
dancers to look elsewhere for the cause of the failure of the dance, and in so
doing, fail to rectify the situation. Before attempting to find remedies for the
situation, the question that needs to be asked first is, "In what sense is the
dance not going well?’. To answer this question, in turn, requires an answer
to the question "Who is the dance for?" If the dance is for the dancers, then
'not going well could mean 'not being able to dance with the rhythm the
dancers desire’ and then maybe the problem does lie with the flute and the
drum. Perhaps the rhythm given by the flute and the drum is too slow and
not to the dancers satisfaction. However, if the dance is for a wider audience,
'not going well could mean 'a sense of disharmony among the audience with
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the cause of the problem lying in the dancers not keeping in rhythm with the
flute and the drum, or it could simply mean a portion of the audience not
liking the choreography or not liking the song being danced to.

How does the above analogy work in the case of the globalization
dance, where trans—national organizations form the core of the group of
dancers? I think it suggests that in trying to find remedies to a globalization
process which some have described as being "out-of-control, whether it be
remedies which focus on traditional governance questions at the trans-
national level or which suggest expanding the idea of governance at such
levels to include questions of legitimacy and representation, the proper
starting point is to ask the question, "For whom is this dance?’, which is to
talk about the aims of globalization. From here we can get a better under-
standing as to exactly in what sense globalization is not going well and
proceed on to finding the proper steps to take. All this is, of course, based
on the assumption that we can think of globalization not only descriptively
but normatively as well. It's direction can be shaped by asking such
questions as whether globalization as we see it now can be all it can be, in
other words, how can it contribute to the over—arching goals for humanity as
a whole. Global integration will be different from all previous integrations,
such as European integration, because in this case there will be no “other’ to
relate to or by which to define its aims. This does not mean that asking such
questions should dominate the thinking on this topic, but rather that we must
have answers to some fundamental questions in order to provide a framework
for the hard work of detailed analysis that is to follow. Detailed analysis that
is needed to answer questions of substance regarding the globalization pro-
cess, which quite likely will involve competing proposals regarding reform
of this process. The framework 1 will use for my subsequent suggestions and
ideas in this paper is that globalization is for humanity as a whole and has
the potential to be a liberating chapter in the history of mankind. Liberating
in that it will free members of humanity from their individual histories to a

certain degree, and thus be able to provide a position of moderation between
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our dual natures of desiring both community and individual freedom ( Tamthai
2001). Therefore, to the extent that globalization results in social-political
realities very similar to what existed previously in a country, that country has
lost out on the fruits of globalization. Globalization, if successful, should
help some countries learn how to be more free, and help other countries learn
how to be less free. The important question that must be tackled becomes,
"When is globalization a hindering factor to the social and political
development of nation-states (which then makes it self-defeating with
respect to its aims) and how can it become a contributing factor (which will
in turn provide further impetus)?” We want to transform a spiraling- down
process into a spiraling-up process. The general suggestion I wish to make
is that the answer is different for different parts of the world and for different
trans—national organizations, and thus the concrete steps to be put into place

might have to be varied as well.
1. In What Sense is Globalization Going Wrong?

The ills of globalization have been enumerated and discussed in
detail, especially during the past five years. Prominent among them are such
situations as (1) people no longer having meaningful control over decision
making bodies of organizations whose decisions effect their everyday life,
(2) people not being able to participate in designing the structure of such
organizations, (3) states no longer having the ability to look after its citizens,
(4) states no longer putting the well-being of its citizens foremost, (5)
market-forces favoring the rich over the poor, (6) the development of
democracy being put on hold, (7) the diminished appeal of democracy in
general etc. Though this list certainly does not exhaust all the ills that have
been suggested, it does indicate that not all nations and peoples in the world
suffer the same ills of globalization. The reason of course is quite apparent.
Not all nations have the same social-political-economic structure, either in

their current forms or even in their goals. People who wish to participate and
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have some control over organizations which effect their lives are often
citizens of countries where these mechanisms are more or less already
operating at the nation-state level. States which make decisions without
putting the quality of life of their citizens first are usually those that are less
able to compete globally and feel an urgency to rectify the situation even at
the expense of some these citizens. In these cases where globalization is
forcing states to choose between the well-being of the people and the 'image
of the country on the world stage, the people most often are losing out. Even
if there were an expansion of options like opt—out clauses in a variable-
geometry setting it is not clear that such states would choose those options.
Regarding their development of democracy, globalization comes at a time
when many countries are just beginning to emerge from a very long period
where the social and political life of these societies were part of a general
patronage system. Many of these countries do not see any advantage to
developing a democratic community locally in connection with being able
to reap the benefits of globalization, or even worse, see such developments
as an obstacle to playing a catch-up game.

Perhaps it would be useful to consider for a moment the matter of
the severity of the ills mentioned above. Is the challenge to globalization
raised by presenting these ills merely the lament of some romanticized view
of humanity, or are these ills of a nature that is fundamental enough to force
a reconsideration of the mechanisms of globalization currently in place? Here
again T think the status of the differing ills vary. The situation of weak
social-political institutions in the countries of Southeast Asia being hampered
in their development is much worse than say the lack of direct control over
EU rule-making by citizens of its member states.  This is so because
nation-states are still at the present time the primary care-giver to people
who are suffering hardships in their daily struggles. Without such care and
concern being institutionalized to some degree, the to be expected adverse
impacts of any kind of change along the lines of globalization will take place
without enough security nets to distribute these impacts more equitably.
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The people impacted will then become buried even deeper in their particular
histories and, for them, the eventual liberating feature of globalization will
not even be able to get off the ground. The situation here is analogous to
the situation of treating forms of cancer which respond favorably to
chemo-therapy. But if the immunity level of the patient is too low, even
the usually successful treatment will not work, and in extreme cases might
even kill the patient.

In looking to address these ills, a question to be considered is in
regards to the relation between these ills of globalization and those trans—
national organizations which form the engine of the globalization process. In
the sense that all trans—national organizations have moved decision making
with local impact beyond the confines of the nation-state, they are all part
of this engine, even if to different degrees. For the most part the ills are
directly related either to the governing structure and rule-making process of
such organizations or to the rules emanating from the organizations via these
processes. In so far as rules resulting from processes which are legitimized
by participation are easier to accept, the democratic deficit which exists in
these organizations can be seen to be one of the main causes of these ills.
In some cases the deficit is a direct cause, while in other cases where the
deficit is responsible for hampering the democratic development of some
member states it would be more accurate to describe it as an indirect cause.
Also, where there is such a deficit, the deficit might show itself in different
forms. In other words, there could be a deficit of different defining
characteristics of democratic institutions in different organizations. For
example, some may not be participatory enough while others do not have a
mechanism to ensure accountability. These trans-national organizations fall
into two general categories, one where the members are nation-states (such
as the UN, WTO and ASEAN) and the other along the lines of NGOs, but
at the international level. Sometimes these two categories are referred to as
organizations which make policy versus those that shape policy. The why
and how of addressing the democratic deficit of these two kinds of
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trans-national organizations are very different, and only the first category
will be discussed in this paper. All this suggests making a distinction
between three types of trans—national organizations within the first category
in order to find appropriate ways to address the different democratic deficits
in existence. Let us call those organizations whose member states have
similar internal democratic institutions which have been in existence for a
reasonably long period, type-1 organizations. A paradigm example of a
type-1 organization would be the European Union. Type-2 organizations are
those organizations whose member states also share similar features, but
rather than the features shared by members of type-1 organizations these
states are either taking the beginning steps towards building internal
democratic institutions or have not yet begun the first step. A paradigm
example of a type-2 organization is the Association of South East Asian
Nations. Type-3 organizations are those organizations whose member states
have diverse social and political structures which vary greatly both in nature
and in age. A paradigm example of a type-3 organization is the World Trade
Organization. The rest of the paper will primarily be a discussion of the
democratic deficit of type-2 and type-3 organizations. There are two reasons
for my skipping over type-1 organizations like the EU besides a lack of
knowledge on my part. First, there are a number of people who are of the
opinion that such organizations already reflect the form necessary for future
global governance (for example Giddens [2000]) or that they are the best
institutional models existing at the present time which can provide for
‘humane governance (Falk 2001). Secondly, it is not clear whether
addressing whatever democratic deficits exist in such organizations is what
is really needed to fulfill the hopes of globalization for those contexts.
Perhaps finding ways to strengthen a community of mutual concern is just as
important for the members of type-1 organizations, if not more, than
fine-tuning the procedures which address the democratic deficit.
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2. The Democratic Deficit and Type-2 Trans-national Organizations

Type-2 organizations are made up of member countries all of which
are new and fragile democracies or else completely authoritarian. This gives
rise to the interesting and different situation where the democratic deficit at
the organization level is actually less than that which exists at the level of the
member countries. With respect to the paradigm example of ASEAN as an
organization of this type, we can see that the ways that government officials
of these ten countries treat each other and conduct their business, both at the
formal and informal level, are much more in keeping with a democratic spirit
than what transpires in their individual countries. This holds especially in the
social arena where cultural and historical factors have left a legacy of social
hierarchy in most member countries which has proven to be one of the
greatest obstacles to their internal democratization attempts. An example here
is the extreme difficulty of promoting in these countries thinking on one's
own about normative matters and participating in debates concerning policies
which have public impact, both of which are essential in democratic commu-
nities. This is not surprising given that in most of these societies argumentum
ad vericundium is the preferred mode of reasoning. At the organization level
though, there are no shared 'pu yai (revered people) to defer one s opinion
to. Though ASEAN, and perhaps other such type-2 organizations, have often
been considered by some analysts to be ‘jokes or ‘gangs in their various
dealings (sometimes justifiably) their potential as learning grounds for
democracy has been overlooked. In these settings the leaders are not subject
to a feeling of inferiority in matters of democracy which they would
necessarily experience in dealing with some member countries of type-3
organizations, at the same time they are free of the social restrictions at the
local level which they have to abide by in their respective societies. Most

discussions take place in a setting of equality. So we have here a situation
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possibly similar to that of developing democracy from the 'grass roots up,
in an upside-down sort of way. The EU is definitely not going to be a model
in these cases, at least not at the present. Whether it could be a model at
the later stages of development of members of type-2 organizations is not
clear. More likely a new model with a different way of addressing the
democratic deficit will develop. The task at the present though is to find
ways to address the deficit in the current situation in light of all the above.

The best example to start with is the question of accountability. How
are these organizations accountable to their members, or how are the member
states accountable to each other? It almost seems laughable to raise this
question in the context of organizations which are famous for not interfering
in each other's business, a la ASEAN's 'non-interference pact. But there
has always been a misunderstanding of this stance which is often referred to
as 'the ASEAN way. The question is not one of interfering or not, but of
the manner of interfering. There are ways of interfering which are both
acceptable and effective if based carefully on the particular cultural settings.
In a recent interview, Richard Falk represents the standard understanding of
this matter in his reply to the question of how to deal with states which are
involved with massive human rights abuses internally: 'It's extremely
difficult T think to impose human rights from without,... For one thing it's
a direct challenge to the sovereignty of other states, for another it's only the
strong states and the rich states that can do this in relation to weaker states
and poorer states, and these states have a memory of colonialism and
domination by western powers. Even if they are opposed to what their
governments are doing, they are often resentful of this kind of external
pressure.” ( Falk 2001 ). But the truth of the matter is that states can
influence each other on matters of human rights abuses without it being seen
as a challenge to sovereignty as long as they are equally weak states (weak
in the sense of still being a long way from various social goals such as the
protection of human rights) and it is done in some shared context, an example

being kalayanamitr (the buddhist dhamma of friendship) in the case of
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ASEAN. Fellow weak states (relative to the much stronger states in the
world) can compete equally in specific matters like doing away with human
rights abuses, and in general matters like looking after the well-being of their
citizens and making progress in developing democracy. The importance of
'face guarantees that such competition will take place, given the right setting
and if one country starts the ball rolling. The type-2 organizations can be
a sort of 'democracy panel with a monitoring task similar to democracy
panels suggested by Pogge in his discussion of concrete steps towards
achieving democracy ( Pogge 2001), though in this case the composition
would be much different. Instead of being under the auspices of the UN, as
Pogge suggests, this would be a self-monitoring panel. Can we get much
more democratic?

All this 'from the ground up experimentation with democracy
undertaken at the level of type-2 organizations will certainly have some
impact on the development of democratic institutions at the nation-state level
of the member countries by changing attitudes of leaders, thus providing
space for these institutions to grow. What we would have then is a kind
of trickle-down effect. In debates on Europe's democratic deficit it is often
reiterated that the creation of a democratic community that extends beyond the
confines of a nation-state is a very difficult process even among a small
group of like-minded countries. One example of this is that there can be
countries whose citizens are law-abiding but who do not care about the
welfare of others outside of family and friends. Do we have 'community in
such a case? An interesting question then is, "Which is easier to create,
community from democracy, or democracy from community?” If the latter
is the case, and trickle-down democracy is developed by doing some hard

work, then type-2 organizations have a bright future before them.
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3. The Democratic Deficit and Type-3 Trans-national Organizations

Type-3 organizations like the WTO provide the settings for the most
contentious discussions of the democratic deficit. Such organizations, whether
they be dealing with economic, social or security matters, are the originators
of rules which cause the feelings of 'being dictated to by other nations that
exist in many countries throughout the world. These feelings of coercion
become even more bitter when coupled with the realization that the alterna-
tives to adhering to such measures could put one in an even worse situation.
It is almost like the feelings of illegal immigrants who have fled danger in
their countries and who must make a choice between working for wages far
below the minimum set for a reasonable life of quality, or settling for near
poverty. Or perhaps like the feelings of those who have to try to jump on
a passing train which is heading for 'greener pastures while realizing full
well the dangers of such attempts. Some make it and some don't, and the
ones who do make it often do not look back. The desperation has led some
to a re-examination of whether or not the pastures really are greener where
the train is heading, or whether perhaps they are greener somewhere else that
is easier to get to. (An example of this is the attempt in Thailand to develop
the idea of an economy of moderation.) In other cases it has led to a belief
that the only alternative is to derail the train. These various bitter feelings
stemming from the deliberations of type-3 organizations are primarily due to
two features of such deliberations, both of which are equally important to
rectify. The first is the unequal say by member countries in the determi-
nations of the organizations various pronouncements, and the second, the
non-existence of enough back-up plans to handle unforeseen consequences
of the pronouncements which lead to suffering in different member countries,
usually the same ones over and over. Both of these features can be seen as
an indication of the existence of a democratic deficit in such organizations.
The first because of the centrality of equal participation in democratic

communities, and the second because of the importance in democratic
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communities of strengthening its weaker members in order that they be able
to contribute more fully, which ultimately is better for the whole. The latter
point is similar to a characteristic of democracies as places where “...citizens
are safe from extreme economic need and from psychological duress which
might make them excessively dependent...”( Pogge 2001 ). However, fixing
the first feature is more basic in that it would result naturally in these
organizations handling problems resulting from the second feature. And so
the democratic deficit of type-3 organizations that must be addressed is the
deficit of 'equal say in decision making by all member countries” that exists
in these organizations. How can this deficit be addressed?

Paradoxically, the member countries most opposed to addressing this
democratic deficit are the more democratic countries, which happen to be the
richer ones as well. The call for more equal participation by member
countries with less of an internal democratic history is more understandable,
since these are demands stemming primarily from desperation rather than
democratic ideology. One fear behind the reluctance to address the demo-
cratic deficit by the first group of countries mentioned above seems to stem
from the experience of there being some member countries not respecting
rules set by the organization, and thus the conclusion that such countries do
not understand or respect the idea of having rules. But this seems to be a
classic case where rule-following behavior is lacking due to not being able
to participate fully in rule-making. Once the participatory problem is solved
rule-following behavior is enhanced. ~ There seems to be a deeper fear
though, and this is that once the democratic deficit is addressed there might
be new rules passed which will be of more benefit to the countries which at
present feel excluded and of less benefit to the countries which are presently
more influential. But this fear no longer is an option when the global
situation is such that countries do not really have a choice of whether to join
such organizations or not. Type-3 organizations are becoming more nation-—
like, where one often has no choice whether or not to be a citizen once born

in a state, and less corporation-like, where you can buy shares or not and
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where you have the ideas of sharcholders and voting rights. In such
situations there is a need for these organizations to recall why in democracies
citizens are given an equal opportunity to participate rather than having the
number of votes one can cast be proportional to the amount of taxes one pays.
We are not just talking here about democracy being desirable but talking
about the reasons and justifications for democracy, what might be called the
"deep talk' of democracy. These justifications range from being the best
system guaranteeing respect for fundamental rights, to the establishment of
voluntary self-sacrificing behavior, or even the creation of an energy that
moves the entire global community forward. These justifications for
democracy in general provide the reasons why in the present global situation
the democratic deficit of type-3 organizations must be addressed. They also
provide reasons why in attempting to address the deficit there should not be
too much worry or concern with constructing mechanisms that will minimize
what some countries might see as negative consequences of addressing the
deficit.  Some such consequences just need to be accepted, and established
democracies need to have more faith in democratic procedures based on the
justifications. In other words, these countries need to learn how to walk the
deep talk of democracy.

Concluding Remarks

We began this paper by setting a context for the problem of  addressing
the democratic deficit. The context was that of fulfilling the potential of
globalization. Recently there have been discussions of other directions which
might lead to this end as well. In particular, there have been explorations of
the idea of a global polity and the development of global democracy (Ougaard
and Higgott 2001). How are these two directions related? It seems very
possible that the various democratic deficits discussed in earlier sections

could be addressed satisfactorily without a global polity coming into being.
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However, the successful development of global democracy would not seem
to leave the problem of the democratic deficit unresolved.  So these are not
interchangeable remedies. The relationships seem to be roughly something

like the following:

addressing the democratic deficit => completion of the social-political
development of nation-states => the necessary local conditions for a just
globalization => the development of a global polity => the beginnings of

global democracy

Once this schema is completed and the development of global democracy
begins in earnest, the role of nation-states will change. Whereas previously
they needed to be comprised of units playing the local role of maintaining the
identity of the community as well as of units playing the cosmopolitan role
of relating to the outside world, they would now play a healing role. This
role would involve identifying the unique forms of suffering resulting from
each nation's individual cultural setting and insuring that safety nets for such
suffering exist at the global level. Such a role for nation-states would
continue to be important even after the globalization of political life, and
would remain so until the world is such that everyone is able to understand
each other's hurt.
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14
THE DEMOCRATIC PEACE HYPOTHESIS AND BUILDING
A CULTURE OF PEACE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA*

Many of the violent conflicts which are taking place in Southeast
Asia today are conflicts occurring between groups which are formally part of
the same country. Mechanisms for the peaceful resolution of such conflicts
are glaringly lacking, and without them there can be no development of a
lasting culture of peace in the region. Presently, these intra-national conflicts
are left to whatever devices each country has to deal with these forms of
violence, but the ways that the countries of Southeast Asia have dealt with
conflict situations in the past are no longer working today. Whether it be the
managing of internal conflicts through a combination of patronage relation—
ships and force, or the preventing of conflicts with neighboring countries by
depending on interpersonal relations between leaders of the countries, neither
of these approaches can be relied upon in a sustainable manner in today's
changing world. At most they provide temporary relief rather than long term
solutions. To deal with the pain that exists throughout the region we need
other approaches and methods to deal with this problem. Because of the
gravity of the current situation every possible avenue needs to be explored
in detail without being obstructed by pride or prejudice. One candidate that
has come to the forefront in this search for new approaches is Democracy.
Various arguments have been raised as to whether Democracy should be
considered as an end in itself or as a means to bring about other aspirations
of society, in this paper however we will only be considering it as a way to
prevent and solve conflicts by non-violent means. If it can be established
that this relationship between Democracy and Peace does indeed exist, then
the desire to see that democratic development is carried out successfully must

* An earlier version of this paper under the title "Can Democracy bring Peace to Southeast
Asia?" was the theme paper for the conference "Democratization and Conflict Management/
Prevention in Southeast Asia in the 21st Century’, held in Bangkok January, 2001. The
author would like to thank the organizers of the conference, ISIS (Thailand), UNPA/UNDP
for the invitation, and the participants of the conference for the comments and suggestions

made
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be unwavering, and not be weakened merely because other countries far away
may promote democracy abroad as part of a foreign policy based on the tacit
acceptance of this relation as well. Fortunately, the analysis of the relation
between Democracy and Peace does not have to be undertaken by beginning
from zero. Much work has already been done, especially in the last ten years,
under the heading of the Democratic Peace. What needs to be done next is
to undertake a careful study and evaluation of this work. Though the
Democratic Peace proposition has been suggested by some as a potential
refutation of realist theories of International Relations in so far as it
challenges those theories' pessimistic views of the prospects for world peace
in general as well as their more specific view that internal characteristics of
nations are irrelevant to peace, our interest in this paper in regards to the
Democratic Peace proposition will primarily be to see how this proposition
should be understood so as to be more relevant to the objective of eliminating

the various forms of violence occurring in Southeast Asia today.
The Democratic Peace Hypothesis.

The idea that there is some intrinsic connection between Democracy
and Peace is referred to as the Democratic Peace Hypothesis (from here on,
the DPH) and has been expressed in various ways. One way that it is often
put is that Democracies do not wage war against each other. The literature
on the DPH is extensive and keeps growing due to both its theoretical as well
as practical interest (Chapter 1 of Gowa 1999 provides a recent survey of the
problem). As to positions on the DPH, they range from considering it as one
of the few propositions in the Social Sciences which approach the status of
an empirical law (Levy 1989) to it being false (Gowa 1999). One difficulty
in evaluating these various arguments is that there are so many versions of
the DPH, each differing only slightly from each other, and yet it is these
differences which eventually determine its status one way or the other.
The version which will be used in this paper is as follows:
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(DPH) Democracies do not resort to violence to settle the differences
between themselves, nor do they use violence to deal with their

internal conflicts.

To some it might seem as if this version is stronger than what is
usually considered in the literature since it addresses not only the relation
between democratic nations but how they handle their internal situations as
well. The reason for formulating it this way is that, firstly, it is as strong
as is necessary to be of interest to the problems faced by Southeast Asia
today. Since much of the violence the region is facing is due to internal
problems, if Democracy is to be relevant to solving these problems it must
address the internal situations as well. And secondly, the original impetus
for the idea of a connection between Democracy and Peace as well as the
underlying logic of the hypothesis discussed in the literature is very much in
line with the second clause of DPH.

The original impetus mentioned above is Immanuel Kant's essay
"Perpetual Peace’ written in 1795, in which he proposes how to establish
lasting peace between nations. For Kant, peace meant a permanent situation
of lack of hostilities that could be counted on and not merely a temporary halt
to hostilities, whether it be short-term (what might be referred to today as
a cease~fire') or even a longer-term 'truce. His proposal was that in order
to establish this kind of lasting peace in the world all nations must have a
particular mode of government, which today would be referred to as
democratic but which he called 'republican’. One of his main arguments as
to why states which had republican constitutions would not enter in to wars
so readily was that such states required the consent of its citizens for such
ventures and they would be hesitant due to the suffering they would have to
endure as a consequence. He also discussed the necessity of nations rising
above the natural state of war in order that the citizens of those countries be
able to live a secure and fulfilling life, a necessity he equated with that
existing within nations as to how citizens must treat each other since each
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depends on the other for their security. Both these points can be extended
to the idea that states whose civil constitutions are republican will address
their own problems in a peaceful manner as well.

The underlying logic of the hypothesis referred to above relates to the
causal relations behind the connection between Democracy and Peace. A
reason often cited for the existence of this connection is that democracies tend
to use norms of peaceful resolution of conflicts in dealing with their internal
problems and therefore extend this type of thinking to how they should deal
with other countries (Gowa 1999: 6 and Russett 1996: 90).

Having settled on a specific version, the question now is what
evidence there is to support the DPH and is there enough such evidence to
apply it to real world policies. In attempting to answer this question we
immediately run into the problem faced by all such fundamental hypotheses
as to the definitions of their key terms. This can result not only in widely
divergent conclusions as to the acceptability of the hypotheses, but also in the
question of whether such hypotheses are even testable.

The Epistemological Status of the DPH.

How should the DPH be understood? If treated as a straightforward
empirical hypothesis, then the definitions of the terms of the hypothesis
become central to gathering evidence for and against it. The two key terms
that occur in the DPH are 'democracy and 'violence. Different definitions
of these two terms result in different DPHs. If ‘democracy’ is understood too
broadly (e.g. holding elections), then the DPH would be easily proven false.
If understood too narrowly, then it might turn out to be trivially true. This
would occur if part of the definition of a democracy is that it does not use
violence to settle any of its differences. Most people agree I think that a
proper definition lies somewhere in between. The problem is that the choices
often made have the testability of the DPH in mind and thus lose out on the
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general import of the hypothesis. Though trivial truths are useless for
determining policy, seemingly untestable hypotheses can be of importance, as
will be discussed later in this section. As for the term 'violence, it is
equally important for our purposes to get it right. Some versions of the DPH
use the phrase 'do not wage war, defining this as clashes with more than x
number of deaths. This has the problem of overlooking vicious uses of force
to deal with internal conflicts as well as cross border clashes which wreck
havoc on the lives of civilians living in the vicinity. It also runs into the
problem of time. 'x number of deaths’ over what period of time? Would the
ongoing conflicts in Northern Ireland or in Sri Lanka count? The term
'violence needs to incorporate not only quantitative features but qualitative
features as well. Violence is as much an attitude as an act. It is an attitude
of dealing with problems without seeing the importance of our common
humanity, and hence being blind to the need to understand the conflict at its
deepest level. Is this definition of 'violence too narrow? Won't it make the
DPH easily refutable? Perhaps. But only if one understands democracy in
too restrictive a manner. In any case, if the DPH after careful examination
turned out to be unsubstantiated, it would merely mean continuing our search.
We started with the problem of how to deal with the violent conflicts we are
faced with in Southeast Asia, and this must remain our fixed point.

Of all the possible conclusions resulting from an analysis of the DPH
as an empirical generalization, that which would be the least useful for our
investigations is that it turns out to be 'accidentally true. A generalization
is accidentally true if there is no causal connection between the stated
conditions and the resulting situation. For example I may at the present time
have exactly three 1000 baht notes in my wallet, thus making the generali-
zation "All bank notes in my wallet are of 1000 baht denomination” a true
one. However | cannot increase my wealth by putting a 20 baht note in my
wallet and expecting it to turn into 1000 baht on the basis of the truth of this
hypothesis. If the DPH were accidentally true then the hard work which we

-put into the process of democratization in our countries would not necessarily
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be followed by any peace dividends. In Ballots and Bullets Joanne Gowa
(1999) argues that prior to 1914 democracies were just as likely to fight each
other as other kinds of states. Supporters of the DPH erred in studying only
the period 1945-1980 or the entire period of 1815-1980 and averaging things
out. For Gowa, the democratic nature of countries contribute less to peace
between countries than do other factors such as their common interests.
If her analysis is correct, what these results show is that in specific periods
the DPH is accidentally true owing to particular conditions (e.g. the cold war)
holding at that time. Since these conditions are not duplicated in Southeast
Asia at the present, the DPH would be irrelevant to our situation. However,
I believe that it would be more fruitful to understand the DPH as a propo-
sition that is closer to what is called a counter-factual conditional, but of the
useful type, and as such does deserve our attention. A good example of this
type of proposition is Newton's first law of motion.

The continued study of the DPH, as a proposed empirical hypothesis
in the social sciences, might benefit by considering some topics usually
encountered in the philosophy of science. Along this line Michael Doyle has
proposed some directions for future research on the DPH by drawing on the
ideas of Imre Lakatos Scientific Research Programs (Doyle 1996: 365). A
topic in this field of study which might help us understand the DPH and it's
possible applications better is the analysis of Newton's laws of motion, in
particular the first law (Hanson 1965). The first law is as follows:

Every body free of impressed forces either perseveres in a state

of rest or in uniform rectilinear motion ad infinitum.

The two key terms in this law, similar to 'democracy and 'violence
in the DPH, are 'bodies free of impressed forces' and 'uniform motion ad
infinitum. In discussing the DPH above it was suggested that to do it justice
requires perhaps a definition of democracy which has never been instantiated
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in the world up to now. At the same time a qualitative understanding of
violence is necessary to meet the problems we face, but which may then
prove difficult to test. Similarly for Newton's first law, there are no bodies
in the universe which are free of impressed forces, and motion ad infinitum
can hardly be displayed empirically. So what is the empirical content of this
law and how is it to be evaluated. One way is to compare bodies with
different degrees of impressed forces acting upon them and then see if those
subject to the lessor degree of force exhibit motion closer to uniform motion
ad infinitum than the other. Though motion ad infinitum is definitely purely
conceptual, the actual experiment used to resemble this is rolling balls down
one inclined plane and then up another, with the second one conceptually
being lowered until it's degree of inclination is zero. The conclusion from
the experiments is that the freer the bodies are from forces, the closer their
motion gets to uniform motion ad infinitum, and the limiting case becomes
the first law. In the case of the DPH, whether we believe that no ideal
democracies can be instantiated due to human nature or whether none has
come to be so far, the evaluation can be carried out similarly. What needs to
be shown is that countries which approximate democracy more will tend
less to use violence to settle their conflicts. This I believe can be shown, and
the limiting case, as in Newton's first law, becomes the DPH. Understanding
the DPH in this fashion is in line with understanding the concept of
Democracy as an ideal which countries decide to strive towards, rather than
as something which is already in place in some countries while others are
attempting to reach that same position. Understanding Democracy as an ideal
then enables all countries which have embarked on this journey to claim
ownership of, and make unique contributions to, the democratization process
equally. By such joint ownership, the belief in the ability of all to participate
- 50 basic to the idea of Democracy - is reaffirmed on the world stage.
Once embarked upon though, there are no guarantees that the
democratization process will only go steadily forward, as has been clearly

evident in many countries. It can take steps backwards due to unstable
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situations which result as part of the process, which in effect may seem to
be counterexamples to the DPH. Since this analysis allows for the existence
of such counterexamples, it would prove helpful in applying the DPH to our
situation in Southeast Asia if certain features of democracy which contribute
particularly to peace could be isolated and promoted in order to lessen the
probability of the occurrence of such counterexamples. At the same time if
there are features of the coming into being of democracy which create
tendencies towards violence, these also need to be identified and dealt with.

We turn now to this final task.

The DPH and the situation in Southeast Asia.

The first point to note is that in the preceding sections democracy has
been proposed as something which countries aspire towards, and that as
countries inch closer to this goal there will be an increasing tendency to deal
with both actual and potential conflicts without resorting to violence. As
such, it is meaningless for a nation to object to democracy on the grounds
that it does not wish to be like this country or that country. As mentioned
earlier, each country's aspirations towards this goal is a unique contribution
to the world. Particular features of democracy, such as power, which might
play a prominent role in some 'democratic countries due to historical ~ realities,
could be replaced with a notion of democracy based on caring and concern
as has been suggested in "Democracy with a Heart' (Tamthai 1999). It is
essential to see the decision to embark upon the democratization process not
as a selling out of one's cultural traditions but as a deepening of these
traditions. For us this means understanding Democracy as an extension of
the wisdom found in Southeast Asia, not a replacement of it. If this point is
not understood, then the calls for a moratorium on democratization, which are
already being heard in our countries, will become louder. To lessen the

possibility of violence as countries go through the early stages of democratic
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development special emphasis might be given to creating norms of peaceful
conflict resolution by the promotion of universal respect between people and
the acknowledgement of the contribution of diversity in society, even as the
democratization process is ongoing. One concrete example of this is Thailand's
National Security Policy for the Southern Border Provinces, 1999-2003
(Office of the National Security Council of Thailand 1999). This policy states
as its vision for the resolution of security problems in the southern border

provinces the following:

For all people in the southern border provinces to be able to live
happily and peacefully on the basis of their religious and cultural
identity, especially for Thai Muslims, the majority group of people
in the area, to be able to 'live as Muslims in Thai society just as
other religious groups are doing as members of Thai society. At the
same time to be an important creative power of the country as Thai

citizens, living happily and harmoniously with others in this country.

For all people to realize the value of cultural diversity, as a source
of power and wisdom which helps create security, peace, and
sustained development. Tt is an essential power that forms creative
relationships, and brings about joint development with neighboring

countries and the Muslim community.

For the people in the area to have the opportunity to participate in
problem solving and development processes as well as in tasks
jointly carried out by all parties in society, so as to protect the way
of life of the people in the society from the impact of changes and

external pressures.
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How to translate features of democracy such as those that lie behind
the vision of the above policy into features that are applicable to the peaceful
resolution of disputes between countries in the region is a challenge that
needs to be tackled. Though the existence of norms of peaceful conflict
resolution within a society might lead to a desire to extend these norms to
external relations, how to actually translate this desire into policy is
problematical. This challenge is all the more urgent if we accept the
conclusions of studies of the DPH which show that though democracy might
lead towards peace, there is a tendency towards increased violence between
‘countries during the period of democratization. One such study (Mansfield
and Snyder 1996) supports such a conclusion based on detailed statistical
analyses of various countries that were undergoing democratic change and the
violent conflicts they became involved in. The study explains this phenomena
as being the result of countries going through the democratization process
having to pass through a transition period where democratic control over
foreign policy is only partial, and where mass politics mixes with
authoritarian elite politics. This is particularly true in relations between
countries with different levels of commitment to the democratization process.
Examples of this phenomenon are all around us. How can we rise above
these obstacles and meet the challenge mentioned earlier of establishing
permanent peaceful relations between countries? Perhaps we need to first
determine why countries in our region might be willing to pursue violent
means against another country. The answer I propose is that in Southeast
Asia leaders who are willing to support such aggression against another
country, either overtly or covertly, do so in their war-rooms basically out of
distrust and dislike (though veiled out of cultural necessity by claims of
‘national interest’) of the leaders of that country. It is almost entirely a mix
of paybacks, tit-for-tats and other individual positions such as saving face
and preserving misplaced dignity. Refusing to settle disputes peacefully is

easier if it is not seen as 'going to war against an entire people.
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Here we have come to what I think is one of the key causal
components of the first clause of the DPH. Democracies do not use violence
against each other because the nature of such decision making in democracies
would mean entire peoples willing to use violence against entire peoples.
The most fundamental question for the DPH is whether this latter situation
is possible. Can there be countries far along on the democratization journey
whose people hate each other? If so, then the DPH even in its ideal
formulation is false, for hatred can make people willing to endure all kinds
of suffering. But fortunately this is not the situation in Southeast Asia and
the DPH can be applied with the chance for positive results. However, this
situation should not be taken for granted and some capital needs to be built
up between countries to fall back upon when the possibility of violence
looms. This capital must be the peace-time equivalent of enduring hardships
together during a war. If these safeguards are put in place, then democracy,
with its accompanying social condition of the acceptance of the equal impor-
tance of all members of society, can not only bring peace to Southeast Asia
but can be the foundation for building a culture of peace in the region as well.
To help this process along what is needed is a continued transition in the
countries of Southeast Asia towards an accountability of their leaders regard-
ing foreign policy decisions, as well as a continued fostering of shared
experiences between the peoples of the countries, which will then form that
most important ingredient of peace, namely, good will.
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Forming cultures, then letting go: Humanity's survival dance

ABSTRACT

Many countries in today's world are facing conflicts, both internal and
external, which often revolve around cultural differences and which seem to be
becoming more and more intractable. These differences become emphasized in
such situations with the creation of new ministries of national identity, projects
of cultural preservation, or other activities with an exclusive nature. This
direction of promoting cultural pride is often accepted without misgivings and
attempts to resolve conflicts in these settings are then forced to bring in to
discussion the idea of multiculturalism and how to give recognition to all
concerned parties of the conflicts. In terms of actual results such attempts have
not had many successes, and those few success cases seem more like holding
patterns rather than something sustainable. Perhaps it is necessary now to
examine the basic premises concerning the role of culture that underlie the
direction this development is taking. What I suggest in this paper is that the
resolution of such conflicts will increasingly depend not so much on the
celebration of cultural diversity but on perceptions of our common humanity.
The challenge then becomes how to bring out to the forefront our common
humanity and how to give it a leading role in dealing with these many
conflicts, together with a better understanding of the role that the celebration

of cultural diversity can play in this process.
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Is there such a thing as 'our common humanity'? If there is, how
does it relate to building a culture for the Asian community? How does it
relate to 'cultural diversity? Does the celebration of cultural diversity lessen
the perception of our common humanity, and if so, what consequence does
this have for the eventual development of a just and peaceful world? These
are some of the questions I wish to discuss in this paper. Though I do believe
that the answers to such questions should be in a particular direction, and I
will suggest such a direction, the main purpose of this discussion is to see

why these questions are important.

Many countries in today's world find themselves in the midst of
violent conflicts, both internal and external. Such conflicts often revolve
around cultural differences and are becoming more and more intractable.
These differences become emphasized in such situations with the creation of
new ministries of national identity, projects of cultural preservation, or other
activities with an exclusive nature. This promotion of cultural pride is often
accepted without misgivings and attempts to resolve conflicts in these
settings are then forced to bring into discussion the idea of multiculturalism
and how to give recognition to all concerned parties of the conflicts. Such
attempts have not had a high success rate, and the few success cases seem
more like holding patterns rather than something sustainable. Perhaps it is
necessary now to examine the basic premises concerning the role of culture
that underlie the direction this development is taking by asking the questions
posed above. What 1 would like to suggest is that the resolution of such
conflicts will increasingly depend not so much on respect for cultural
diversity but on perceptions of our common humanity. In order to illustrate
some of these points I would like to consider, as an example, a conflict

situation in Thailand which I have been involved with over the past 5 years.

The population of Thailand is about 94% Theravada Buddhist. There
is a Muslim population of about 5% (or roughly 3 million people),
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with the majority living in the southern provinces sharing a border with
Malaysia. Most of these citizens are ethnically Malay and in the past this
geographical region was part of the Malay kingdom of Pattani before
becoming an administrative part of Thailand (or Siam) 100 years ago.
Throughout this entire period there were a number of conflicts which were
repressed but never resolved, and so remained simmering. From the point of
view of Bangkok the region was always a security concern and the policy
used to deal with this situation was that of assimilating the population in the
region to ‘Thai ways, along with an emphasis on economic development
during particular difficult times. Since the security situation did not show
marked improvement, a completely different way of thinking about the region
was embarked upon about 5 years ago. It was time to draft the new National
Security Policy for the Southern Border Provinces and this time the people
who live in the region were invited to participate, along with the security
officials, in trying to write a better policy which would take their lives as a
starting point. The policy that resulted from this participatory process was
a complete 180 degree turn from all the previous policies based on the
assimilation paradigm of security. The policy begins with the following
'Vision for Resolution of Security Problems in the Southern Border

Provinces’:

For all people in the southern border provinces to be able to live
happily and peacefully on the basis of their religious and cultural identity,
especially for Thai Muslims, the majority group of people in the area, to be
able to "live as Muslims in Thai society” just as other groups are doing as

members of Thai society.

For all people to realize the value of cultural diversity, as a source of
power and wisdom which helps create security, peace, and sustained
development.
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For the people in the region to have the opportunity to participate in
problem solving and development processes as well as in tasks jointly carried
out by all parties in society, so as to protect the way of life of the people
in the society from the impact of changes and external pressures.

This 5-year policy is now in its 4M year and has begun a new
chapter in internal cultural relations in Thailand. Such an about face on what
it means to 'live together well' and to be part of the "Thai Community has
been accompanied by to be expected reservations as well as adjustments, and
is still working itself out. One thing that has definitely changed is that there
is now a new found space for many citizens who once felt as if they were
outsiders in Thai society, though we still have a way to go on this matter.
One question that I have been asked repeatedly is how such an about face
could have come about and whether it points to some particular features
which might not be able to be duplicated elsewhere. In trying to answer such
questions I began to think more about what transpired during the one year of
joint meetings between the representatives of different sectors of the society
in the region and the traditional security strategists from Bangkok. In the
beginning there were two main tendencies among the traditional assimilation
proponents in attempting to come to terms with other cultures. One looked
at the respect for other cultures from the standpoint of cultural diversity and
rights, while the other saw this respect as stemming from something which
people of all cultures had in common. Eventually the first tendency came to
have less influence than the second, partly because the idea of rights has not
yet found a comfortable place in our hearts and partly because for Buddhists
the idea of 'friends in the birth-aging-sickness-death cycle provided a
foundation for seeing in different cultures a 'common humanity. And so the
question remains whether this can be duplicated. The answer I would like to
propose is that it can be duplicated in every culture which can provide it's

own grounds for the idea of a 'common humanity .
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The question posed at the beginning whether there is such a thing
as our common humanity can now be rephrased as, "Can each culture develop
the idea of a common humanity based on it's own inner workings?" This
would then reaffirm the importance of cultural diversity, at the same time it
would overcome the arguments from both those who espouse cultural
incommensurability and the cultural relativists who question whether 'views
from nowhere even make sense. But would it be enough for dealing with the

conflicts that countries are facing in a just and peaceful manner?

Many, many years ago groups of people in all parts of the earth
developed various eating habits, dress codes, and other varied behavior in
response to needs imposed by their environment, and by their twin desires
to be safe and looked after as well as to be ‘free. Though a world divided
them in these respects they were more or less the same. But since then
humanity has been growing further and further apart. As our rituals became
more sophisticated and their meanings became more entrenched, our cultural
constructs began to trump reflection on the constructs themselves. This has
resulted in cultural development becoming more static, eventually leading to
institutions tasked with preserving cultures, and losing sight completely of
the dynamic nature of cultural formation. We then began losing the ability
to see those who had different rituals and gave different meanings as being
part of ‘our gang. At times this sense of sharing a common humanity would
breakthrough, for example between enemies on battlefields ironically, but
such times were few and came at a high cost. Then came multiculturalism
and its recommendations on how to deal with these problems, but it still saw
others as 'others and we are left holding our breath hoping that the old ways

won't resurface. We now need to find a better way.

To begin we need to learn how to "iet go of our individual cultures.
By 'letting go' I do not mean to suggest a discarding or disowning of our
cultures but a 'release of them, where we no longer cling to them in
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desperation but celebrate them and look to them to provide ways for humanity
to grow closer. Modern day activities such as Tourism, or events such as
the Asian Games, should not be only about learning how our cultures are
different, but should be mainly about searching our own cultures to
understand how we are similar, and then affirming this position through
these contacts.

I would like to conclude by suggesting that each individual culture's
idea of a common humanity, as discussed above, is actually that culture's
most prized possession. And if there is to develop a Culture for the Asian
Community then we need to find this starting point together.
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, 17
Citizenship and the Struggle for Rights in Fledgling Democracies

....A good citizen is one who acts according to the dictates of the government,
since the government knows what is best for them and for the country.

Duties of Citizens, 4th grade text, 1960 Ministry of Education
(Thailand)

The struggles for rights that are taking place in the new democracies
of today's world have features both similar and different from those that took
place in the world's new democracies in the latter years of the eighteenth
century. Where they are different is, because of the successes of the earlier
struggles there now exist international conventions and declarations
protecting these rights, which a significant portion of the world adheres to.
The norms these present struggles aim to establish in their countries are ones
that are accepted elsewhere, and thus the struggles are not as local as the
earlier ones. The language of rights used in the discourse of these
contemporary struggles is the same wherever they are taking place. This last
feature has led some to question whether or not these struggles are truly those
arising out of particular local situations by persons who feel their rights are
being violated, or by another group on their behalf. And if the latter, then
there is a concern that the struggles will not be able to sustain themselves.
However, also taking place at the same time in these countries are struggles
much more similar to the eighteenth— and nineteenth-century struggles.
They are being undertaken by people in these countries who feel that they
have continually been taken advantage of and not given a place in society, and
who are saying that they will no longer accept such a situation. Their feelings
are expressed in their own language and make reference to their own cultural
predicament. Instead of saying, "My rights in accordance with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights are being violated" they might say something
like, “You don't see my head and I won't take it anymorel.” Neither one of
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these two kinds of struggle is more legitimate than the other. The fact that
there exist two such kinds of struggles merely reflects historical realities.
However, even if these two kinds of struggles, which are taking place (in the
same country) today, do seem to have important differences, what they have
in common is that they both have to overcome the same traditional ideas and
practices that are obstacles to establishing a culture of rights in their
particular country. Though one kind of struggle could be seen as a "top down
approach” and the other a "from the bottom up approach,” they support each
other in their struggles. The intention of this essay is to address the question
of the role of citizens in both of these kinds of struggle for rights, which are
taking place in fledgling democracies.

We use "fledgling democracies’ here to mean those countries that
have just "recently’ begun their experiment in democratic government. This
could mean a couple of years, or a much longer time if it was continually
punctuated by periods of authoritarian rule, such as the past 70 years in
Thailand. In addition to the length of time these countries have undertaken the
democratic experiment, the fledgling democracies we consider also have two
further characteristics. The first characteristic is that their experiment with
democracy began in the midst of a number of structural injustices. These
could be land issues, the status of minorities, wide spread poverty, or other
such problems. The second characteristic is that of having a long history of
being a hierarchical society. This social structure could have come about from
previous forms of authoritarian government, such as an absolute monarchy,
or from other cultural factors, such as having a caste system. This specific
scope of the kinds of countries considered in this chapter may not cover all
fledgling democracies in the world today, but covers enough, I believe, to
merit our attention. The two characteristics of fledgling democracies
mentioned above present a unique problem to the question of the protection
of rights in these societies, and the role of citizens in this endeavor. In the
first case, the existing injustices often have roots that go so deep and are so

encompassing that it is sometimes claimed that exercising citizenship in these
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cases actually prolong these injustices. If this is indeed the case, then in some
perverse way democracy, rather than protecting rights, becomes an obstacle
to remedying cases of rights violations. As for the second case, the problem
arises from the fact that though democracies in themselves are supposed to
protect rights by various mechanisms, these mechanisms depend for a great
part on the people taking citizenship seriously. However, these demands of
citizenship often come up against various others imposed by a long history
of social hierarchy, and finding a way over, around, or through these kinds
of obstacles is one of the main challenges such societies face. Besides
examining individually the details of these two kinds of challenges, we also
try to see how they are related and propose some possible ways to meet them.
The last section takes up the question of the relevance of the ideas of
Jefferson, or Jeffersonian scholarship, to the problems mentioned above.
Throughout the chapter different points are illustrated by using
historical and cultural examples from Thailand. Though this is done by
necessity since these are the examples I am most familiar with, T believe for
the most part they can be substituted appropriately by the particularities of

other fledgling democracies to result in similar conclusions.

Citizenship, the Protection of Rights and Structural Injustices

Many fledgling democracies come into being as a result of a struggle
for the holding of "free and fair" national elections. Having accomplished this,
with varying degrees of success, representative democracy then goes in to full
swing. However, since the underlying sentiment of what elections should be
about lie very close to a form of aggregate democracy where the preferences
of the people are added according to a particular system without regard to
how they came about, the pre-election status quo with regard to the structural
inequalities tends to remain in place after the votes are counted. Elected
representatives then not only continue to oppose movements that try to
correct the rights violations occurring in society, but now do so on the basis
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of their being the legitimate representatives reflecting the will of the majority.
Since these duly elected officials mirror the social prejudices in existence, in
a large number of cases their claim of reflecting the will of the majority may
not be that far from the truth. The source of the problem seems to be the
understanding of the kind of democracy that is being developed. As long as
democracy is understood merely as "non-dictatorship’ and the tallying of
people’s views is seen as being adequate to bringing about "rule by the
people,” then this situation will not only continue to remain but will grow
roots even harder to dig out. The struggles against injustice, which have often
gone hand in hand with the fight for democracy, will then lose one of its
more potent weapons. The remedy is to instill a different understanding of
democracy in such countries, and the idea of democracy that would begin to
address this problem needs to be along the lines of deliberative democracy,
which 1 take as having the following main features. A deliberative democracy
is one where the people (a) deliberate and vote their informed judgments as
to what is for the common good, (b) recognize that because of the possibility
of different conceptions of "the common good' it is their responsibility to cite
public reasons for their views, and (c) agree that such public reasons need
to be acceptable to others in their capacity as democratic citizens and not
based on any particular religious or philosophical doctrine. Such an
understanding of deliberative democracy is similar I believe to what has been
proposed by others (see e.g., Freeman 2000). Though there has been much
debate in recent literature as to the problems faced by such an understanding
of democracy, together with various defenses and justifications for making
deliberation a cornerstone of democratic citizenship (see e.g., Freeman 2000;
Dryzek 2001), the question of whether this is the appropriate understanding
of democracy in the context of fledgling democracies is different from raising
this same question in the usual contexts in which the debates have taken
place. Those contexts are usually of apathetic voters not taking much interest
in public matters. Two objections to deliberative democracy in such contexts

are that if deliberation is the legitimizing factor then in the real world of these



wisaveanse i 259

democracies most decisions made are not legitimate, and second, it is
impractical if not impossible to require large scale deliberation for reasons of
economy. The first objection seems to be a case of begging the question
whereas the second objection confuses widespread deliberation as an "ideal to
approach ever closer’ and an actual measure of whether a system of
government is democratic or not. For fledgling democracies though, the real
value of public deliberation lies in the fact that it is one of the best ways to
allow pre-existing social prejudices to be brought up to the surface for
acknowledgement and scrutiny. This can then possibly lead to real attempts
to correct the structural injustices of society. However, I say possibly because
though public deliberation may be a necessary condition in fledgling
democracies for the eventual protection of rights it is not a sufficient
condition. What is still needed to bring into effective play all the features of
deliberative democracy is some kind of good will between citizens (see
Tamthai 1999 for a further elaboration on the need for good will between
citizens in fledgling democracies). Without some kind of common concern
between citizens true "public’ reason will not be used. If people different from
you are seen as 'others’ there will be a tendency to see "your reason’ as
"public reason’ (this is similar to one of the points made by Young 2001
concerning the objections raised by activists toward putting deliberation into
practice prematurely because of the problem of hegemony). If there is no
accepted idea of equality present liberty becomes part of the problem and not
part of the solution. The way to proceed here is to concentrate on building
a sense of fraternity in society. Liberty together with fraternity does have a
chance to succeed in addressing the inequalities that exist.

Promoting fraternity in fledgling democracies requires studying what
historical and cultural resources exist that might be used toward this end. For
the case of Thailand there are two different types of resources. The first
might be more difficult to utilize since it relies on a moral system, Buddhism,
which though accepted as an undisputed ideal is more difficult to put into
practice. On the positive side is that even small steps toward this ideal will
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go a long way toward building a long-lasting sense of fraternity. The second
resource, the present monarch, can have immediate effect but may not be
sustainable since reigns change.

The Bhuddhist dhamma most closely related to building a sense of
fraternity in society is the Saraniyadhamma (see Payutto 1994 for a particular
view on this matter). The Saraniyadhamma, or Six Conditions for Fraternal
Living, is a teaching meant for creating harmony and cohesion throughout a

society (see dhamma 259 in Payutto 1984). The six conditions are as follows:

mettakayakamma; to show good will towards others in deeds
mettavacikamma; to show good will towards others in words
mettamanokamma; to show good will towards others in thoughts
sadharanabhogi; to share rightfully acquired gains with others, whether
they have less or more

silasamannata; to be honest towards others and live according to
moral precepts

ditthisamannata; to have similar fundamental ideals, such as on how

people should live together.

The first five conditions are prescriptions individuals can work
toward whereas the sixth condition seems to be more of a description of the
kind of communities where this dhamma would be effective. Though, as was
mentioned above, it is a long road to take if one hopes to make changes on
the basis of religious teachings, in Thailand using dhammas to question
policies and actions that violate basic rights can prove to be effective if a
proper place and method to raise such matters can be found.

The case where the present King can play a role in creating fraternity
(see Tamthai 2000 for a detailed proposal along these lines) is very time
specific, yet similar conditions might be duplicated elsewhere or in other
times. The main idea here is for the King to be the central "passing—on-

concern’ point in society. The contention is that "caring about,” under certain
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conditions of knowledge, is a transitive relation. If we care about someone,
and that person cares about another person, and we know this, then we will
care about that other person as well. In the situation we are considering, if
everyone loves the King, and the King shows publicly that he is concerned
with the welfare of all members of society, then everyone will share in this
concern as well. If this analysis is correct, then a very real question that needs
to be answered in the case of Thailand is why the sense of fraternity in Thai
society is not as widespread as it should be. The answer is that the
fundamental importance of creating fraternity has not yet been elaborated on
enough, and therefore there has not been any attempt beyond the usual efforts
to show publicly the King's concern for the welfare of the people of Thailand.
Because of the wide range of injustices what is required is constant detailed
affirmation to the public of his concern for all the people. Even if this is
brought about though, there will still be the problem of the short-lived nature
of this solution. It can work because the people of Thailand really do love and
respect the King. Such a condition need not always be the case, however, as
history has shown.

Both these approaches to building fraternity share a common feature,
which I think is essential to making a practical difference in today s fledgling
democracies. This feature is that of relying on inter-relatedness to provide
the necessary mutual concern in society rather than on shared memories or
past glories. An actual example of a consequence of such a feature is the new
national security policy for the southern border provinces of Thailand, which
instead of being based on the idea of assimilation as in the past is based on
the idea of a shared future with all citizens contributing toward building a
central wisdom. The challenge of creating a sense of fraternity is not
dissimilar to the challenge of creating a sense of national identity. The world
i1s as we find it, and whatever the past legacies might be in terms of the origin
of present geographical borders there is not much likelihood of changes
occurring in the near future. Meanwhile violations of fundamental rights

continue, and new ways must be found to deal with them.
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Citizenship and the Protection of Rights in Hierarchical Societies

Supposing that in the fledgling democracies there has been created a
certain level of fraternal feeling among citizens, and that basic rights have not
only been enshrined in documents such as constitutions, but have been
accepted in the thinking of the members of society as well. The right to
exercise reason and freedom of opinion are now accepted norms of society.
With this safeguard in place the foundations for a functioning deliberative
democracy can now begin to be put in place. What are the immediate
challenges that need to be met in such situations to provide this foundation?
Certainly foremost among them is to develop the ability of citizens to be able
to exercise their right to take part in public debate in an informed manner.
This is a task to be handled by formal and non-formal educational
institutions. But besides having the right and freedom to engage in debate on
public issues, and being able to do so in an informed manner, there is still
missing an essential piece to this puzzle, and that is the desire to participate
in such activities. This last piece that needs to be added in order for citizens
to really begin to take part in deliberative democracy is probably the most
difficult to develop. It is also essential for the protection of rights because
it is when citizens of all backgrounds engage in public deliberation that
individual cases of violations of rights that may have been overlooked are
brought to light. The reason that it is so difficult to develop is because it
requires individuals to overcome some very difficult psychological barriers
erected by the hierarchical systems that have existed in the society for
hundreds, or in some cases even thousands, of years. One such barrier is the
culturally entrenched ideas of what a "good person’ or a "cultured person’ is,
which are at odds with the idea of what a "good citizen’ in a deliberative
democracy is supposed to be like. Another barrier is the lack of belief in
one's ability to contribute as fruitfully as those who have been the historical
decision makers, toward deliberation on public matters. We will consider
examples of each kind of barrier in the Thai context.
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Sombat kong Phu Dee (Chao Phraya 1997) is a book that has
probably had as much influence on Thai society's formation of what the
characteristics of a "cultured’ or "good" person consist of, as any other book
or source of teachings. The reasons for this are twofold. First, it is a book
that has been widely disseminated directly and indirectly. First published
about 100 years ago it is now in its twenty printing with the total number
of issues exceeding one million. Its main use has been in the classroom at
the primary school level, which is part of Thailand's compulsory education.
This means that most Thai people of today have had to read it. For those who
have not been directly exposed to it, the lessons in the book are passed on
to them via their many interactions with members of society who are familiar
with it. Sombat kong Phu Dee is a small book that lists 182 things a
"cultured’ person should or should not do. These 182 prescriptions are
divided into 10 sections, with the items in each section grouped according to
physical behavior, verbal behavior, and thought behavior. The first two
groupings can of course be easily monitored, and for young children in
Thailand leads to a kind of conditioning. The third group of thought behaviors
is more problematical to monitor and, consequently, such kinds of behavior
have not played a big role. Some of these prescriptions describe what
Thailand considers to be good individual manners. Here are some examples.

* Do not stand higher than a person who is older than you. If such
a person is sitting down, then you should sit or kneel.

® Do not touch another person unless that person is a friend or a
family member.

® Do not reach across other people to get something.

® Do not interrupt when other people are speaking.

® Always speak in a soft voice, not showing your emotions loudly.

® Do not speak about yourself or your personal matters in public.
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However, besides these items of etiquette there are also a number of
prescriptions having a direct influence on public behavior. For example:
® Do not speak critically or sarcastically in public of "pu yai" ( those
people of high social status).
® Do not walk in front of "pu yai," always follow behind.
® Do not embarrass your teachers or elders.

® Do not criticize or ridicule other people's ideas in public.

What the latter group of examples does is create in the minds of Thai
people a type of desirable behavior that at times is a direct opposite to the
kinds of behavior exhibited in deliberation and debate of public issues.
To reconcile this with campaign behavior before elections, or even behavior
in parliament, there has developed in Thai society an acceptance that
politicians are somehow exempt from these rules due to their "profession” but
that for people in general they still hold. This makes it difficult to encourage
public participation because for some people it is almost like becoming "
non-Thai." Democratic deliberation in Thailand then comes close to being a
self-contradiction, since public reason in this context leads to the conclusion
that public debate is not desirable. This is why the promotion of deliberative
democracy may require something close to a cultural revolution. Such a
revolution though is not alien to certain ways of thinking that are accepted
as an ideal though not exhibited clearly in practice. A very relevant example
here is the Buddhist dhamma Kalamasuttra (Dhamma 305 in Payutto 1985),
which teaches one not to accept prescriptions Just because they are taught by
those one respects, or are printed in widely read books, but to accept them
after experimenting to see if they bring happiness to the individual and to
society at large. If this direction is taken then what needs to be done might
resemble cultural reform more than revolution.

The second barrier alluded to earlier is the lack of self-confidence
that is found in most people as to how much value their ideas really have and
that therefore it would be better if debate is left to those who "know better.”
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This is a remnant of the Sakdina system in Thailand, which was operative in
the past for a period of at least 600 years. The Sakdina system was a social
hierarchy in place officially until early twentieth century. It was the cement
holding together a legal system codified by King Rama I a little over 200
years ago (see Three Seal Code of Laws, 1978). This legal code of more than
1,200 articles consisted of laws relating to treason, criminal matters, role of
witnesses in judicial proceedings, punishment, taxation, hereditary issues,
civil disputes, and the Like. The essence of the Sakdina system is that
different members of society have different social ranks, indicated numeri-
cally by a unit referred to as 'na,” depending on their birthright, position held
and type of work. Most of the laws in the Three Seal Code make reference
to the "nas’ of the people involved in the particular cases. For example, (a)
how much weight is given to a person's testimony in a trial depends on the
witness' "na.” The testimony of a person of higher "na’ is given more weight
proportionately than that of one of lower "na,” (b) punishment for crimes
depend on the "na’ of the perpetrator and the "na" of the victim, (¢) first wives
have half the "na’ of their husbands, second wives half of first wives, and so
on, (d) if a person is accused of some matter and then acquitted, the accuser
is punished according to the 'na’ of the one accused, greater punishment for
accusing people of higher "na,” (¢) for some crimes which involve being
knowledgeable of a particular matter, persons of lower "na’ receive less
punishment because they are considered not being able to understand such
things.

These kinds of laws in effect resulted in the institutionalization of
inequality of a very subtle and deep nature. People of low "na," which were
the majority of people as in all feudal systems, came to believe that they
really did have little worth. What developed was as intricate a patronage
system as has ever existed. The fact that many patrons, or people of high "na,"
did not treat those below them too harshly resulted in the system becoming
even more entrenched, and though officially this legal code is no longer in

use its influence on how one understands one's place in society is still
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evident. When an individual hears a person who holds a position which in
days past would be of higher "na’ than themselves offer an opinion on a
matter of public concern, the immediate reaction is that not only would it be
a sign of disrespect to disagree publicly, but that such a disagreement is
probably based on incomplete understanding. If that person is the King, then
all public debate and deliberation dissolves. As with the previous barrier,
encouraging deliberative democracy in such a context also requires cultural
reform. Though the idea of cultural reform is distasteful and frightening to
some parts of Thai society, it is actually a natural process of a large
community trying to find the best way to live together. This reform will
eventually be brought about by the "pu yai’ of Thai society themselves, in
some cases by consciously refining their own public deliberation to make it
less intimidating, while in other cases expressing opinions which are
subsequently shown clearly as being foolish or just plain wrong. The past
five years have shown an increase in the number of latter cases and an

accompanying increase of self-esteem, especially among the rural villagers.

The Relevance of Jefferson for Fledging Democracies

To discuss this topic in depth one would need to be a Jeffersonian
scholar and a student of late-eighteenth to early-nineteenth—century America.
Presented here are merely a set of queries and some remarks.

(1) It has always been a point of discussion whether today's new democ
racies can learn lessons from the early periods of the more established
democracies. For such to be the case it would require that the problems
faced by each have enough similarities. Is the setting that Jefferson was
in similar to the setting of fledgling democracies discussed in this
chapter? In particular, were the two main characteristics of fledgling
democracies, the existence of structural injustices and a hierarchical
society, also characteristics of late-eighteenth to early—nineteenth-

century America? Are there other important differences or similarities?
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(2)

That there were structural injustices in America at that time is without
question. One needs go no further than the slave trade, the treatment of
native Americans, and the status of women. To counter that these were
not seen as such at the time would just be similar to saying that the
injustices in today's fledgling democracies are not seen as such by
certain members of these societies as well. So here we do find a
similarity. As to the hierarchical nature of American society in that
period, the answer seems to be ambiguous. Though slaves, native peoples,
women, and white males occupied different levels of society, the group
of white males that held most of the political power could be seen as
more or less an egalitarian community. These egalitarian ideas were
embraced purposefully when leaving more class—conscious societies in
Europe to come to the new world. In this sense it is different from the
social structure of fledgling democracies that exhibit a hierarchical nature
throughout and is a legacy left over from the past, which must be dealt
with.

Did Jefferson attempt to deal with the injustices around him in a way that
fledgling democracies today might find helpful in trying to meet this
particular challenge? Here we run into the problem that has been referred
to as Jefferson's dual nature. His ownership of slaves (for whatever
reason, economic or otherwise) and his views on women make it
difficult to see where his value to fledgling democracies would lie on
this issue. His behavior while in France happily participating in salon life
discussing political matters with various women, while behaving in an
opposite manner back in America (Marvick 1999), brings to mind the
schizophrenic behavior of many members of Thai society who discuss
and debate with each other in a different manner when in the company
of friends from the West than when they meet among themselves. This
refusal to examine one's own fundamental norms of public behavior is
one of the obstacles fledgling democracies must deal with. Though it has
been pointed out by many that Jefferson's ideas were eventually the main
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(3)

(4)

catalyst for dealing with these injustices, "eventually” in the case of
America was a period of around 150 years. Today's fledgling democra
cies are not able to wait that long.

One topic t hat is very relevant to the difficulties faced by fledgling
democracies is the role of religion in attempts to meet these challenges.
Here the examples from particular countries may not have counterparts
since fledgling democracies are of many different faiths, Christian,
Buddhist, Islamic and so on. Jefferson's various attempts at reconciling
his religious and political views through a separation of church and state,
while still holding on to the importance of virtue for citizenship, would
be worth studying in detail. Since these attempts relied on the
demystification of Christianity and the substitution of some of what is
lost in the process by "the holy cause of freedom” (Sheridan 1999),
whether a similar tract exists for other theistic religions needs to be
explored. For fledgling democracies set in a non-theistic religious con
text, such as Buddhism, this critical analytic stance of enlightenment
should theoretically be possible to accommodate. The main question to
be answered here is whether or not deliberative democracy requires a
shift from a theological/transcendental to a secular world view.
Another set of ideas of Jefferson's that is intriguing to consider in the
context of fledgling democracies, and which just might be very relevant,
are his ideas on education and its role in developing future citizens.
These ideas have not seemed to have sunk deep roots in America,
possibly for similar reasons as why ideas on educational reform in
Thailand are primarily geared toward meeting the challenges posed by
global economic competition. But if globalization is seen in a broader
framework that includes also matters of global justice and its potential
for emancipation (see Tamthai 2002 for a proposal along these lines)
then Jeffersonian ideas of education as citizenship building would be
relevant to fledgling democracies, especially if education policies along

these lines address directly the two fundamental challenges.
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In his discussions on education, does Jefferson speak of instilling a
sense of fraternity among members of society as part of citizenship
education? If so, much could be learned that would be of use to
fledgling democracies today from a study of his prescriptions on this
matter.

The final point to consider is perhaps the most basic, that is, Jefferson's
non-foundational view of democracy as perpetual revolution. Emerging
out of long authoritarian histories and steeped in traditions, "The Earth
belongs always to the living' is just too radical a position for most
fledgling democracies today. Even the most radical thinkers of fledgling
democracies seem to be looking for long-term political stability, with
only as many waves as is needed in a functioning deliberative

democracy.

To conclude this section, one would have to say that studying too

much of Jefferson would not be helpful to fledgling democracies in trying to

meet their challenges of citizenship. However, some of his ideas could prove

useful, and so these countries would need to undertake a careful process of

identifying such ideas. Since Jefferson is not part of their histories, they can

afford this luxury of selection, which would then make it easier to concentrate

on ideas rather than personality.
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18
Doing philosophy in the shadow of Buddha and the King

What Thai society needs at the present is mutual encouragement by
the members of society as it faces a number of fundamental decisions posed
by the direction the changing world is taking. In the past we could more or
less ignore these changes by paying surface attention to them while
continuing on our own path, but this way of dealing with the problem is no
longer working. Why this is so, and why philosophers in Thailand might be
the 'care givers in this present Thai context, is what I will be discussing in
this paper. I will then conclude by attempting to relaie this with a possible
idea for a 'shared Asian context in which we philosophize.

The Thai cultural context in my view is best described by its
exclusive nature. This exclusivity is often invisible to visitors from outside.
Interaction in international gatherings rarely reflect what often takes place
within our own meetings. There is probably some similarity here to other
Asian contexts as well as some unique circumstances. We in Asia often talk
about the diversity found in the Asian context, but when we talk of the West
we tend to treat it as a homogenous entity. When we discuss how Western
philosophy can seem alien to the Asian context we forget that it is equally
alien to some Western contexts. It is no accident that various sub-groups in
the West, for example African Americans in the United States or women,
lament the domination of Western philosophy by "dead white men’. In this
sense what philosophy in Asia is up against is maybe not so much
dominating thought patterns from the West but rather dominating types of
approach to philosophy arising from specific problematics in the West in
years past.

It has been said that power corrupts the human spirit. I agree with
this, but I think it has less to do with the nature of power and more to do
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with the fact that humans, once in possession of power, do not handle it well.
There is another thing that can corrupt the human spirit as well, and for the
same reason of not knowing how to handle it. What [ am referring to here
is the pursuit of truth for it's own sake. This is because such a pursuit, in
the absence of mindfulness, makes it easier and easier to turn away from the
horrors that exist around us and eventually insulates us from these horrors.
Once this occurs we become desensitized to these problems and thus alienated
from our context. So how can teaching and doing philosophy in our context

help us with this problem in Thailand?

My thoughts on the teaching and practice of philosophy in Thailand
are, of course, not independent of my understanding of what it is to do
philosophy, and the role played by the study of logic and the history of
philosophy in this enterprise. So I think it is best to begin by stating what
this understanding is.

[ understand 'doing philosophy' to be the reflection on the world,
society, and one's place in both, and the attempt to answer the foundational
and normative questions raised by such reflection. This is a position that I
believe was shared by the Buddha, Plato, Descartes, Kant; as well as a
contemporary philosopher like John Rawls who tried to tackle the problems
faced by today's democratic pluralistic societies. This is also a position that
is shared in the wider philosophical community today. One illustration of
this is the data and discussion in the editorial of a recent issue of the journal
Ethics (Volume 114, No.1 October 2003). This discussion centered around
the topic of 'autonomy’ and the number of entries under this heading in the
Philosopher's Index over specific periods.

What we see is a jump from 6 entries in 1967, to 94 entries for 1987;
and 629 entries for the period 1987-92. The explanation proposed is tied to
the social upheavals in the West in the 1960s. In the editor's words,



290 wsauvsilyan

These upheavals included t he entrenchment of decidedly more
skeptical ~attitudes toward traditional authorities than had previously
been the norm. Deference and inhibition gave way to greater willing
ness to question and breach the institutions, customs, and conventional
wisdom that had ruled people's lives for a generation or more.
Correspondingly, there was considerable increase in pressures to expand
the space of freedom for self-expression, the exploration of different ways
of living, and the organization of 'alternative’ cultural and communal
enterprises. Justification of this expansion of personal and political space
called for an ideal that the greater freedom and expénsion entailed
promoted, and ' autonomy seemed an especially apt name for this ideal’.
Thus a strong interest in the greater freedom that came with the entrench
ment of skeptical attitudes towards traditional authorities gave rise to
discussion of autonomy as the ideal whose realization required this
freedom. Of course, what this ideal consisted in and how and where it
justified the push for greater freedom in the area of self-expression,
lifestyle, and cultural and communal enterprises were highly contested

issues. So it was that philosophical work on the topic snowballed.

Whether or not we agree with the details of this explanation of the
data on the interest of philosophers on the subject of autonomy, some
connection between one's world and one's work does seem evident here.
Since this example reflects mostly the situation in the West, one could
wonder if a similar situation exists in Asia. The key question seems to be
whether we should merely make a survey to see if philosophy in different
countries in Asia today share the above feature of "topic of study reflecting
context and stop there, or for those countries where the answer is in the
negative, to go on and tackle the question "Why not?’, and try to rectify
matters. This does not mean that there is a necessity to develop 'national
philosophies, which faces the danger of stumbling on 'misplaced pride’.
Rather, if we reflect philosophically on our situation and develop the
epistemologies, ethics and social philosophies to deal with them, then out of
this will arise such things as Thai philosophy, Cambodian philosophy,
Philippine philosophy, Korean philosophy, etc.
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These attempts by philosophers to address the problems arising from
their situation are often characterized by a systematic/logical presentation of
both the problems and their proposed solutions, and are helped in many cases
by the study of similar attempts by philosophers in the past to address the
particular problems of their day or place. In this framework, logic and history
of philosophy are tools for philosophizing. Though some may choose to
concentrate on refining these tools (i.e. logicians and historians), and such
work can be very deep and useful, such studies are separate from doing
philosophy. The former is very close to mathematics, whereas the latter is
closer to the study of books than the study of life which is the essence of
"doing philosophy'.

Doing philosophy in this sense has always had disruptive features
and caused uneasiness in society. It did so 2,600 years ago in northern India;
more than 2,000 years ago in Greece; 500 years ago in Europe; and so it
needs to do so now in Thailand. Given this understanding of what
philosophy is, I see two levels of obstacles which must be overcome in the
context of Thailand, namely, those related to the teaching and to the practice
of philosophy.

A. Obstacles to the teaching of philosophy. (These are less serious than the
second group of obstacles but still need to be recognized and dealt with)

(i) The obstacle of Thai vocabulary. This is the problem many people
think of first, but is actually the problem that I think is the least
difficult to deal with. Let us call philosophical terms of a particular
language 'philosophy-friendly if those terms are also used in
ordinary speech of that language with similar meanings. Comparing
the Thai vocabulary for philosophy (as determined by the Royal
Institute) with it's English counterpart, we can find examples of
philosophical English being more philosophy-friendly (e.g. the terms
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dogmatism and 'paradox’); examples of philosophical Thai being
more philosophy-friendly (e.g. the Thai counterpart for the terms
‘ostensive definition’ and 'categorical imperative ); examples of both
being equally friendly (e.g. the terms 'normative, 'truth and "virtue);
and both being equally unfriendly (e.g. the terms 'logical positivism
and 'solipsism').

I have never really found this matter of vocabulary to be a problem,
Jjust an inconvenience that can be dealt with. Eventually we end up using a
combination of languages. This does not mean there are no limitations in
regards to the adequacy of the conceptual machinery of one language handling
tasks arising from a different cultural and linguistic context. But this is due
to the nature of language in general and effects the teaching of philosophy in

all languages.

(i1) The obstacles arising from issues involving cultural and historical
contexts. Here we run into a bit more of a problem.

— There is often a tendency on the part of students to set the contexts
of the philosophers, or philosophical movements, being studied in
a kind of Thai cultural context where just being a person who is
written about can create a sense of awe about that person (e.g.
concluding that certain philosophers must be almost super intellects
since there are books written about them and entire societies dedi
cated to the study of their works). Such philosophers are then not
seen as ordinary people trying to come to terms with life. This
results in a reluctance to study these philosophers critically, except
for maybe saying that their ideas are not appropriate to the times.
-~ There is also the problem of seeing history of philosophy as
philosophers addressing universal problems in a vacuum without
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taking into consideration the fact that they are attempting to address
real problems of their day in ways that often require a fundamental
shift in thought. This often stems from a lack of historical knowl
edge of the times of these philosophers.

(iii) The obstacle arising from the actual current situation where many of
those who teach philosophy are not also 'doing philosophy'. This
results in many students of philosophy getting the preparation for
philosophizing (i.e. logic, history of philosophy) without learning
how to continue on from the preparation and grapple with philo
sophical problems in a creative manner. It is sometimes claimed
that time constraints in covering all the material makes this
limitation necessary but my own thoughts on this matter are that is
more important to learn how to philosophize than to be "up-to-date
on the many new ideas in the field.

The first two of the above obstacles cause some worry but they are
not insurmountable, whereas the third is cause for more serious concern
because of the difficulty in overcoming it. In order to overcome this third
obstacle teachers of philosophy need to be encouraged, and perhaps mentored,
to practice philosophy as well.

B. Obstacles to the practice of philosophy.

I have found 3 main obstacles here:

(1) Doing philosophy requires a certain degree of self-confidence in
one's ability to get close to some philosophical truths on one's own.
When this self-confidence is lacking it can lead some to concentrate
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only on studying the writings of other philosophers. One cause of
this phenomena in Thailand seems to be the consideration of the
Buddha's teachings as an exemplar of philosophy and wisdom. This
then leads some philosophers to become discouraged when trying to
engage this exemplar because they feel that it is impossible to even
try to reach close to that level and, for similar reasons, find it
difficult to argue with the Buddha. My own suggestion for over
coming this difficulty has been to use Prince Siddharta as an
exemplar, since he was a searcher (before his enlightenment) like all
philosophers are. As this search began around 50 years before his
death philosophers could thus be seen as "minus 50 B.E. - type'
people. But this shift in perspective still might not be able to
overcome this obstacle completely as even Prince Siddharta had
qualities beyond our grasp.

(ii) Self~imposed and socially-imposed restrictions on discussions con

cerning the Monarchy. This is devastating to the practice of phi
losophy because part of philosophy's task is to ‘speak truth to
power, and since the King is one who holds 'real power (as
opposed to 'legal power) in Thailand, one is not able to 'speak truth
to power in Thailand in many cases. Another way that this
voluntary censorship comes into play is when public debate begins
on some policy matter with an ethical dimension, which is where
philosophers can play an important role. But if the King then makes
known his position on the matter at hand all debate ceases, as does
most philosophizing on the particular issue. Even when presenting
a philosophical argument in support of the institution of the mon
archy there is a general disapproval because it is making allegiance

to the monarchy a rational matter.
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(iii) The preferred mode of reasoning in Thailand, argumentum ad
vericundium (reasoning by appealing to the view of a person who
is respected in order to get support for your view, even though that
person might not have adequate knowledge in the particular field
under discussion), is another kind of obstacle. Though this is a
fallacy with respect to both the Buddha's teaching in the Kalamasutta
as well as the canons of classical logic, it is still prevalent through
out Thai society. There is also the question of the importance or
unimportance of using reason in one's daily life. Though critical
thinking is promoted in all settings, when actually carried out it can
be dangerous. One of the most influential books in prescribing
behavior in Thai society over the past 75 years is the book "Sombat
khong pu dee' or "Characteristics of a cultured person’. It lists 182
such characteristics (91 involving physical behavior, 49 verbal be
havior, 42 mental behavior, e.g. 'never question a teacher or a
puyai-person of higher status’) but nowhere does it mention any
thing about the virtues of using reason. It does, however, present
the virtues of controlling one's emotions while speaking. What has
resulted is that being soft-spoken, often becomes more important
than speaking with reason. This book was first printed more than
100 years ago with the number of copies exceeding 1,000,000 so
far. It is the only book I remember from my elementary school
years.

Concluding thoughts: I would say that this second set of obstacles that
is concerned with the practice of philosophy is more difficult to deal with
than the obstacles encountered in the teaching of philosophy. I think it will
require something close to a dismantling of parts of Thai culture, such as
certain forms of the patronage system that exists in Thailand today, if
philosophy is going to be able to play its proper role there. This does not
mean replacing these features with something that exists somewhere else in
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the world, but rather removing the entrenched surface culture to allow the
pre-existing underlying humanity to surface. What is still to be answered by
philosophers in Thailand is whether philosophy is going to wait for these
cultural reforms to take place, or participate in bringing them about. To do
this we need to instill in ourselves a sense of "humble fearlessness. Of
course, one other direction philosophy in Thailand could take (one which I
hope it does not) would be to submit completely to our existing cultural
context and resign ourselves to the study of books.

How does all this relate to the question of whether there exists a
shared Asian context in which we could 'root our philosophy? The starting
point in dealing with this question should not be the situation of there
existing many ancient and diverse philosophies in Asia. To be 'rooted in
Asian contexts does not mean to be rooted in our past, but to be rooted in
our present. Our past comes into play in our awareness of those portions of
our past that are influential to our present. So a shared Asian context must
be about our present. What is it that we in Asia share about our present?
One thing is that we all do not handle the past well. Just as the 'new can
be fashionable, so can the ‘'old. And we as philosophers certainly need to
guard against this kind of centrism as well as against other kinds, or else the
past will be like a chain holding us back from our journey. It may be that
the one context we share is that we all operate and philosophize from
different kinds of prisons: cultural, political, historical etc. Perhaps we can
help each other learn not only how to philosophize freely, but how to live

freely as well.
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