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DIETHELM X CO., LTO.

In Thailand

® leading in the marketing of
quality products.

® foremost in providing worldwide
shipping and travel services.

LT
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Wwed

o grave-diggers,

o story-tellers, the glory—singers

of the past !

was there ever that golden period?
were your ayuthyas and rome-s, and
what not, ever flooded with the finest
sense of culture?

...... 1 too've wandened

in the world of ruins in search,

and always did i get lost in mounds

of an impersonal group of gods,

and warriers (they never feel moved ),
and in their showy, museum-like houses;
but, nowhere could i find a simple,
ordinary house, where in

droelt a great grandfather

— NINE OF NOULS «vu..

my mother can’t read _

— not even a language which’'s my mothertongue.
there were no schools in her village
Just fifty years ago......

and even today she doesn’t know

that she belongs to a culture-a real old culture......
people still don’t munh care

Sor that extra knowledge

that you all intend to spread.

they would ( and do ) study to earn a livelihood.
50 is with you, isn't it?

it’s your profession to dig

graves of somebody’s dear ones

and then, to write stories

from the grave of your mind where in



is buried your professional imagination......

of course, you're doing well.

and it’s soothing too-living back

tn a golden era that never existed.

{ at least 1 don’t know if it did. )

you know, we live in 20th century.

each day of which

is the day of discovery, invention

and creation.

{ you can discover and rediscover

a thing that never was. many museums

have yet to regret for many

of the art—treasures which will be proved * fake’,
and then genuine and fake again......)

and vet, no one talks of today

since today is the day of conflict

and miseries.

people are at war, and 50 on......

naturally, you won't like miseries

nor doi......

but, has anybody told vou that you're weaklings?
— a crippled lot of people ?

otherwise you would be busy

transforming that golden dream world into reality
where in every thing is just fine, soft

and pleasant—no weapons, no wWar, #0 YiiNSe ..
but if it were so, i would go to dwel

in my ancester’s hut to live in tranguility,

but you and your lot,

what would you do without ruins?

— you-the professional ruin-lovers!

Shilesh

\nd



S
M.I.T.

Studies in Comparative Politics
SERIES

A reinvigoration and refinement of the research tradition
established a decade ago in the Hoover Institute Studies, this new
series is under the general editorship of Harold D. Lasswell,
Daniel Lerner, and Ithiel de Sola Pool, with a distinguished
Advisory Board,

THE VIET CONG

DOUGLAS PIKE. Datelined Saigon, appearing under the byline of an USIA Foreign Service Officer,
this first * definitive™ study of the Viet Cong is based on some 200 documents captured in battle, and
on interviews with 150 Viet Cong defectors. Much of this primary source material is reproduced and all of it
is interpreted against the suthor’s broad knowledge of Vietnam and its people. The book covers the cultural
patterns and historic development of the Vietnamese, the organization and internal structure of the NLF, and
its origins in the Vietminh.

October 19 61/8% 91/4 528 pp. about $7.95

THE PARTY AND THE NATIONAL QUESTION IN CHINA

Edited by George Maseley. This is 2 political document written by a high official of the Chinese Communist
Perty, translated into English, and there-fore of considerable rarity. What makes the book so important,
however, is that it is the only complete analysis of the CCP’s theoretical approach to the national minorities
question—the fact that 40 million people in Communist China belong to forty small, markedly different nations
scattered throughout the country.

October 19 53/83X 8 192 pp. about $7.50

WORLD REVOLUTIONARY ELITES: STUDIES IN COERCIVE IDEOLOGICAL
MOVEMENT, edized by Harold D. Lasswell and Daniel Lerner. Four classic studies, long difficult to
obtain: The Politburo, The Fascist Elite, The Nazi Elite, Kuomintang and Chinese Communist Elites,
with a new Theoretical Introduction and a new Comparative Analysis. About 400 pages, QOctober, $7.95

THE EMERGING ELITE: A STUDY OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IN CEYLON, by
Marshall R. Singer. The first intensive study of the palitical leadership of any South Asian countryjan
evaluation of background and behaviora] data on every individual to have held national political office in
Ceylon since 1924. Its implications may apply to changes occurring in newly-independent countries in Africa
as well as in Asia. 256 pages, December, $7.50

CULTURAL FRONTIERS OF THE PEACE CORPS

ROBERT B. TEXTOR, editor. Fifteen social scientists present in this volume the first critical, professional
assessment of the Corps” programs overseas in a variety of countries and situations. Almost all of the
social sciences are represented. Each contributor is an expert on the host country about which he writes—
and each has had a chance to observe Peace Corps activities at first hand in that country.

1966 61/8X91/4 416 pp. $6.95

send for complete catalogue ""ll'
the M.LT. press "
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02142

or SUKSIT SIAM 1715 RAMA IV ROAD BANGKGK
e 3 S NG T P I
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A TRANSFORMATIONAL
APPROACH TO MALAY SYNTAX
by

Liaw Yock Fang
Nanyang University Singapore

to describe and
analyse the most complex part of the verbh
phrase, that is the main verb or the verb
proper.  Firstly, there are transitive and
intransitive verbs. Every one knows that
the transitive verb must have a noun
phrase that is of the form NP V NP.
Example: Die menulis surat; Consider
the sentence Dia balek rumah. 1t is also
of the form NP V NP. s balek a transi-
tive verb? No, it is not, for we cannot say
*rumah di-balek dia. However; we can
say Surat di-tulis dia. So the elementary
distinction between transitive verb and
intransitive verb in that the transitive
can undergo passive tranformation
whereas the intransitive cannot. The
formula or rule will be:

1 am now going

24 Verb { Intransitive verb (Vin)

{ Transitive verb {Vt)
25 Vin: Vin + ( Adv - manner)
26 Vit Vit + NP+ (Adv)

But this distinction is too generalized
to be of any use. A {ransformational
should have as detailed
categorization and subcategorization as
possible. Consider the

sentences ;-

grammar

following

Dia menjadi guru

Dia menangkap guru
Menjadi both
transitive verbs and they have a noun as
object too.

and menangkap are

But menjadi is another type
of a transitive verh from menangkap. We
can say Gurw di-tanghap dia but not
*Gurn di- jadi dia. 1 will begin with

intransitive verb. At least two types of
intransitive verb shonld be distinguished.
First is the ordinary intransitive verb like
dudok, pergi, lari......... The second type
is the kind of intransitive verb that must
he accompanied by complement, for
exampe, masok sekolah, naik darahjatoh
sakit......... These verbs cannot undergo
any passive transformation, the com-
plement is part of the intransitive verb,
We can express the intransitive verb in
the following formula:—
27 Vin {Vin )+ (Adv)
{ Vin + complement )
Examples : Dia pergi/tidor/lar:
Dia masok melayu/sekolah
Dia jatoh hati/sakit/misktn
Dia naik geram/girang/
menpelai
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MODERNIZATION
OR WESTERNIZATION

(A Sociolinguistic study based on observations
during the past ten years of socio.linguistic
developments in with  National
Language drives in Indopesia, East Africa,
Malaysia and the Philippines)

conneciion

by Dr. Phil. Karl M. Heidt.

Asthesituation exists today, the moderni-
zation of national langnages of Asian and
African newly emerging nations hinges
on a number of extra- linguistic {facts,
considerations and aspects: the existing
languages should by the modernization
process be made adequaie means of
gradually coping with the aspects of
modern education, science and tech-
nology ; they should be able to cope with
the problems arising from cultural
borrowing, and they should efficiently
cope with the changes in social behaviour.
At the same time, they should be
instrumental in retaining and promoting
the cultural identity of the speech com-
munity. There are certainly more items
to be added!

A few decades earlier, the maybe most
outstanding step in this direction has
beert made by the Turkish leader Kemal
Ataturk in 1928, An analysis of his
modernization programme reveals that
hardly any aspect of life in the Turkish
society of those days had remained
untouched. His language modernization
programme as well as its implementation
was only a small but very significant part
among the total amount of changes and
reforms of Turkish society. The idea
behind his aims was obvious: to pave a
road between Turkey and modern Europe
for an easier two- way traffic in education,
technology, culture, science ete,, for the
benefit of the whole nation. Not only
the romanization of the script in replace-
ment of the inadequate Arabic script
(inadequate as relative to the
phonological system of the Turkish

&b

language ), but also the incorporation of
numerous words from the spoken language
into the “written language”™ have added
much to unite the Turks linguistically.
Every language is in a constant procese
of linguistic change and development,
j.e. in & process of relative modernization
*‘from inside’’. But only 2 few languages
are in need of guided modernzation.
Becsuse very little experience exists on
such lines, modern linguistics cannot be
expected to be of too much help yet.
Special prescriptions as to how to proceed
do not exist yet. And, moreover, in spite
of many common aims and ideas, the
background facts of history and society
differ from case to case. Generally, the
writers and intellectual leading personali-
ties as well as, nowadays, the mass media
of a given speech community endorse by
actual usage of newly developed forms
their “ official validity ™. In some
western countries, Language Academies
endorse the validity by subsequent official
incorporation of new forms into the
language. after these forms have been
accepted by the speech community. These
Language Academies consisting of
philologists, linguists, teachers, writers,
scholars etc. also prepare the details of
change-spelling projects on a nationwide
basis, if the actnal need for it is felt by
the speech community. The value of
these Academies lies in the fact that they
enjoy the confidence and support of the
majority of the population.
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THE THAI SILK CO., LTD.

JAMES H.W. THOMPSON
Managing Director

Hand - woven Silks & Brocades

STOLES, BLOUSBES, SPORT BHIRTS, NECKTIE®

CUMMERBUNDS AND THE LARGEST BELECTION

OF 8iLKS BY THE YARD [N BANGKOK

YHE COMPANY THAT MADE THAI SILK WORLD FAMOUS
NEWPREMISES 9 SURAWONGSE ROAD
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A THAI VIEW OF THE AMERICANS

Khamsing Srinawk

I wasasked during my stay in America,
“ What do you and what does the
average Thai farmer think about
America; what image does the Thai
farmer have of Americans?”

The question itself, broad and diffi-
cult, based on the assumption that one
person’sopinioncan representanother’s
oragroup’s opinion, is very American.
I am a Thai citizen and a Thai farmer.
The thoughts I express are personal.
What I say is the opinion of a Thai
individual, not that of Thai farmers
as a group.

During the first week after my
arrival in the United States I had the
opportunity toattend a certain business
firm’s regular exhibition which in-
cluded the showing of colour slides.
What appeared on one slide was not
people or objects but lines which shot
up higher and higher with accom.-
panying figures, When it was projected
on the screen, the activities of several
hundred people there who were
talking and drinking ceased imme-

oo

diately. It was absolutely still as all
eyes watched the ascending lines. It
was a graph of the firm’s production,
money coming in, expenses and net
profit. As soon as the slide changed,
everyone resumed his activity in high
spirits. I realized at that moment that
the life line and the heart of American
life lies in graphs and figures, the
constant measurement and comparison
of performance as represented by
material achievement. Everything
else is secondary. Misery, happiness,
success or failure in life seems to find
its explanation in the graphs and
figures.

The American way of life is based
on competition, competing with rivals,
competing with those who are around,
and competing with oneself. Life
today must be better than yesterday
and tomorrow must be better than
today. It is a life which always
steers ahead sometimes without des-
tination or aim. This is a difference
between the American and the Thai



way of life, for, generally speaking,
Thais are (or used to be) content with
having just enough to live on while in
America, especially in New York, to
be successful means to possess the
extras beyond necessities.

It is almost correct to say that Thai
and Americans are differentiated from
birth. Thai children live with their
parents until they marry. An infant
sleeps in his parents’ room, learns to
sit or stand on his parents’ laps.
Before he can walk, he is carried by
his parents or brothers or sisters.
Grandparents shower him with atten-
tion. The family tie in Thailand is
strong and meaningful.

In the United States, I have noticed
that young children are much brought
up by formulas and objects. This
sirikes me as being the result of the
American industrialised and com-
petitive society of which a deep
characteristic is the love of privacy.
This may be an expression of the
selfishness required by a competitive
society together with asymbolicescape
from the demands of the society.
Loving privacy, parents remove even
infants from their own bedroom to
another room. Thai children play
with their parents and grandparents as
if they were toys. Children in America
play with toys which are objects.
Thail children are motivated to love
their parents; in the United States
they learn to love and attach them-
selves to toys. Thai children sleep on
a cushion the size of a pillow so they
can be carried about or in a hammock
beside their parents, American chil-

dren sleep in beds which are caged in
and in a room of their own. When
a Thai baby cries he gets an immediate
response; In America sometimes a
child cries until he falls asleep again
if his parents are too sleepy to get up.
What I have just related is only a
contrast of the differences with no
intention of saying which system is

the better one. It is only to point out
that we are being formed differently.

While visiting a good friend of
mine and his family during the early
part of my stay in America, [ thought
that they raised their child like one
raises birds. Occasionally the child
was allowed to come out of his roomto
toddle about, completely on his own,
whether he stumbled or fell. When
the time was up he would be sent
back to his caged bed. They gave
him a bottle of milk and a toy. He
was supposed to sleep. When the
mother left, the child did not react in
any way atall. Puzzled, I tried to take
away his toy instead and he began to
cry. I was not at all certain which the
child loved more, his mother or the
toy.

Later, when I met more people and
understood better, I began to realize
that the way my friend raised his
child made sense in context. He is
an American and he understands the
Americen way of life better than I do.
He realized his child would grow up
in an industrialised society where life
depends more on material things than
it does on people. Therefore, it is
necessary that the child be dependent
on objects at an early age. And
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perhaps because he knows about the
loneliness of old age in America, he
brought his child ap to be used to
being alone. The American family
relationship seemed much cooler than
that of the Thais,

I had a chance to visit some of my
friends in New York who are young
people, almost all of whom live in
their own apartments. In the beginning
I could not understand what made
these young people move out of their
parents’ home. When later I disco-
vered the make up of an American
family, 1 became sympathetic: I
imagined their childhood, the room
filled with toys and the caged-in bed.

It may be that because life in
America depends on material things
more than it does on people, most
Americans understand machines better
than people. I acknowledge that
Americans have been extremely suc-
cessful in employing material things
to serve man. This success is an
outstanding quality to be proud of. It
is a measurement of man’s wisdom.
Going beyond that, it seems that the
Americanand other Westerners regard
the material prosperity, rather than
the service to which it is put, as
evidence of civilization, The successful
propagation of this concept issuch that
countries with less material wealth
began to question their own status,
began to doubt their own traditions.
The often repeated notion of heing
civilized or uncivilized began to bother
them. They began to feel ashamed
and to struggle to obtain material
prosperity as it exists in the Western

™

world. In some areas this struggle
has been so violent that elements in
local society have been totally disre.
garded. While this has been taking
place, the United States, in particular,
has been exalted by the success it
has experienced with material pro.
gress. This feeling has infiltrated and
spread around the world, resulting in
the tragedy of the attraction exerted
by the new order and the American
inability to understand it.

Most Americans 1 know are good
people, open and friendly. But be-
cause they live in a materialistic,
competitive society, part of their
thinking is made up of formulas,
figures and dedication to getting the
job done. Their goodness, their big—
heartedness and friendliness come out
rather cold, This causes conflicts
when they go to work abroad. It is
the high esteem they have for them-
selves which makes them less lovable
to others, less effective, and where
they have power or influence, some-
times harmful. A favorite word which
goes with the American way of life
and which has become aU.S. trademark
is “help”. But while help in itself
and the intention behind it may be
good, as I mentioned above, the in-
tention comes across cold and the
self-esteem of the helpers turns the
“helping "’ into “converting .

Each person has pride in his own
country regardless of whether it is big
or small, progressive or backward. To
help another person may be a virtue.
The poorer person should be pleased
with help received from the richer as



long as it is given honestly and intel-
ligently. Likewise, less developed
countries should be pleased to get help
from more developed countries if that
help is given in such a way that it does
not hurt pride and honour and accords
with the recipients’ nature and condi-
tion rather than the giver’s subjective
or interested idea of what helpis. I
am not sure that this type of help
exists in the world.

The United States, the wealthiest
country in the world, has set herself
up as a giver, the effects being both
positive and negative. Some of my
friends complained that they do not
understand why with all the help the
United States is giving, all shereceives
in return is unfriendliness or hatred.
When I asked if they knew for sure
that the help was given with the right
attitude, they all confirmed that it was.
Personally, I do not see it that way.
The Americans are so proud of their
superiority that it cannot be hidden.
This pride and superiority complex
make it hard for Americans not to
regard others with superiority. When
giving help to other countries, the
United States sets its own way of life
as & model, expecting other nations to
adapt or accomodate themselves to it.
This is why sincere intentions always
turn into “conversion”. And the
stronger this process, the worse the
situation becomes until it approaches
the “occupation ” stage. As national
and racial pride are affected, the
collective emotions of one people as
directed toward another people become
engaged. If the victim of the process

of conversion finds it unbearable,
the reaction will one day be violence—
on both sides.

The American approach to help
and the problems it involves are
illustrated by the following true story.
Several years ago I worked in the
forests of Northern Thailand. One
cold day of the cold season, I happened
to meet an official from an American
agency, not U.S.O.M., who asked me
to take him hunting in the forest.
We saw no animals at all during our
trek that day and on our way back,
as we arrived at a clearing, the expert
suddenly stopped and removed his
rifie from his shoulder. I followed
the direction of his glance and saw
three human beings, two adults and a
child, almost naked, lying in the sun.
Probably having seen us, they shortly
rose and walked away into the woods.
They were Kha people, a small tribal
group numbering perhaps not more
than a hundred, who live in the forest.
It seems as though only a few people
know anything about them. They
do not have permanent dwellings but
use tree branches to make huts. When
the leaves begin to turn yellow they
move to another locality. Normally
the Kha people are extremely reluctant
to meet anyone. It is likely the group
we saw, not having clothing, could
not sleep the night before because of
the cold, and s0 came out to lie in the
sun during the day and fell asleep.
We looked at them until they dis-
appeared into the forest. When we
recovered from our surprise the expert,
excited and interested, asked me all
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kinds of questions. That evening he
sent for me to have dinner with him
and asked if I could help him do
something. I asked him what he
wanted me to help him with. He said
he wanted to help the Kha people.
He had with him a woolen blanket
and wanted me to take it to the Kha
family. Also he expressed his interest
in studying the people so that he
could understand them and be {friends
with them. When I laughed as he
finished speaking, he asked why. I
said that when I first heard that he
wanted to help I though he was being
kind. He protested that he sincerely
wanted to help, I argued that even
if I accepted that act as one of good-
ness in itself, I still could not see
any velue in it. He seemed to be
puzzledl at my answer and could
not understand why I saw no value
in giving a blanket to people who
did not have one, especially as 1
was the one who told him that they
had come out in the sun because they
were cold. I had to explain to him at
great length that first of all we did
not know for sure that the Kha people
wanted a blanket; it was only my
own assumption, right or wrong, that
they were cold. Secondly, if the Kha
happened to like the blanket they
would probably use it until it wore
out and that would be the end of
it all. Or the following cold season
they might come to wait for another
blanket, And if they knew that two
blankets were warmer than one,

they might ask for two or three.
If they did not receive them they
might get angry. I asked him why,
if he really wanted to help, did he
not give the kind of help that would
be of value, such as teaching them
how to grow cotton and weave. Seeing
that the Kha do not have dwellings,
I could see no value in building them
houses instead of teaching them how
to build their own houses if they
considered houses a good thing. I
explained that I felt that giving
material things to other people, even
if morally good, is of no lasting value;
but helping people to help themselves,
giving them an opportunity to use
and develop their own talents and
ability to get what they want, or
become what they want, is of more
value and is something substantial,
Perhaps because of our difference in
opinion, the expert forgot to give me
the blanket to take to the Kha family.

Because of the great and growing
influence of the Americans in Thai-
land as alien money-makers and
helpers, the problems arising from the
differences between us are growing.
1 have emphasized my impressions of
the American qualities of constant
comparison of performance, competi-
tion, devotion to things, love of
privacy, isolation, weakness in under-
standing people, self-esteem, and
anxiety to help because they seem to
bear on the problems and their
solutions.

( This article is based on a talk I gave at the Asia Society in New York during my visit to the United States

from February 1967 to January 1968 ).
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Hunger alloros no choice

To the citizen or the police:
We must love one another or die.
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( Vintage ) New York 1967
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Southeast Asian Tribes, Minorities, and
Nations

Peter Kunstadter ( Editor )

{ Princeton University Press, Princeton, New
Jersey, 1967.) Two Volumes, XIII +302 pp.,
photographs and maps. § 22.50
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Cornell University Press, 1967
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Thailand : Social and Economic
Stndies in Development

Edited by T.H. Silcock ¢ Australian Nalional
Usiversity Press, 1967 ) 334 pp. 220 baht
Fconomists who consider aeronautical ter.
minclogy vseful in analyzing stages of
economic development describe Thailand as
satisfactorily progressing in the pre-take-off
period. The volume of written materials
about the economy of Thailand has taken
off well in advance of the economy itself
and is increasing at a compound interest
rate. These materials, in the form of
specialized reports, government surveys,
cremation memorials, and academic studies,
are often narrowly distributed and dificult
to secure. leINgNauniLIznAiny by Dr.
Puey Ungphakorn and Khunying Suparb
Yossundara is thirteen years old and out of
print. There clearly has been the need for
a summary and a synthesis of the state of
knowledge about the Thai economy.

This product of the Australian National
University admirably satisfies the require.
ment. The editor has written half of the
book himself and has invited experts in the
Thai economy to contribute studies in their
fields of interest. There is only one Thai con.
tributor, Dr. Prot Panitpakd: of the Nationa]
Economic Development Board, although the
editor himself reads Thai and is probably
the first Western economist to make effective
use of Thai materials in his work. Each
chapter is an independent study, presenting
background materials from secondary sources
hlended with the results of the author’s
own research. The successive studies are
The Demographic Structure, Some Aspects
of Rural Life in Thailand, Elites and
Selection, National Income Estimates of
Thailand, Trade and Balance of Payments,
The Exchange Rate System and the Taxation
of Trade, Money and Banking, The Thai
Rice Trade, The Rice Premium and Divre.
sification, and Promotion of Industry and
the Planning Process. Consequences of this
method of organization are occasional
conflicting viewpoints {Silcock and Usher,



for instance, have different perspectives on
the desirability of the premium or tax on
rice exports), lack of comprehensiveness
( particularly in soctal development), over-
lapping coverage of some subjects and

inadequate consideration of others (such as

rural credit and land tenancy). Compen-
sating for this is the advantage of the highly
professional analyses, integrated partially
by the editor’s historical introduction and
summary assessment,

What value does this volume have for
the Thai reader? After a lecture by a
Furopean several years ago at the Siam
Society another European lauded the
scholar’s penetrating insights into Thai
culture, while a Thai told me he left early
because the presentation was so prosaic.
Although the student of the Thai economy
will find this the best introduction currently
available, Thai economists working inside
the bureaucracy may consider many of
the studies commonplace. But even the
specialists should find the essays by Silcock,
Usher and Evers provocative,

In an impressionistic historical account,
Silcock traces Thailand’s conservative
financial policy to King Chulalongkorn’s
acceptance of the tutelage of the British
advisers. “The general emphasis on finan-
cial virtue did not distinguish between
personal integrity, Treasury control, and
Gladstonian orthodoxy. Soundness and
stability required all three and all were
upheld as a moral system in conflict with
other moral systems in Thai society
{p. 174).” After the revolution of 1932
Prince Wiwatanachai Chaiyant sustained
these principles which now find their
strongest expression in the Bank of Thailand
and financial institutions such as the
National Economic Development Board and
the Budget Bureau, Membership in inter-
national organizations, such as the World
Bank, has given leverage to these groups in
their effort to combat the patronage system
and toassure sound finance. Stlcock questions
the common assumption that Field Marshal

Sarit’s dynamism was responsible for the
marked acceleration of economic growth
since 1959, Sarit’s government had the
good fortune to inherit the results of economic
changes already underway, although his
personal vigour generated “a sense of
movement and an expectation of change”
which contributed to the momentum

{p. 21-3).

Usher uses the results of his careful inves-
tigation of the rice trade to attack the
popular mythology that the farmers are
heing exploited by monopolistic middlemen.
On the contrary, Usher discovered such
fierce competition among the many small
traders and such low trading margins tha tthe
Centra] Plain farmer receives about 80% of
the retail consumer price of rice in the city,
compared to under 40% for the American
farmer producing wheat or potatoes. Most
Western economists agree with Usher that
government interference in the market is a
far greater bogy than the Sino-Thai
middleman, who allocates resources with
apparent efficiency. Usher’s immediate
policy conclusion concerns the effects of
eliminating taxes on rice exports, which at
the time were approximately equal to the
domestic price of paddy itself. He argues
that substantially all of the reduction would
accrue to the farmer in the form of higher
paddy prices. The implications are broader,
however, for conclusions concerning the
effectiveness of the market ‘mechanism are
critical for determining the role of the
government in fostering economic growth.

In their study of the Thai elite, Evers
and Silcock suggest that competition is
endangered by the consolidation of social
classes which are forming at the upper
strata of the three elite groups - the bureau-
cracy, the military — political power elite,
and the Chinese business community.
Western scholars have generally described
the Thai social structure as flexible,
pragmatic, and individualistic. The authors
assert that the society is rapidly becoming
stratified into social classes. Evers’ own

abd



study of Thai civil servants documented the
recent significance of foreign degrees in
restricting mobility into the bureaucratic
elite group and the elite’s monopolization of
the means to obtain them. They cbserve
the patronage relationship between the
bureaucracy and the power elite, which
itself has become associated with the leaders
of the Chinese community in mutually
profitable enterprises. Although competition
continues at the lower levels of the Chinese
business community, the partially assimilated
Chinese elite has been able to consolidate its
position in cooperation with the other elite

groups to the detriment of the competitive

market. While the authors may have
exaggerated the degree of rigidity which has
already evolved, the vision of Thailand as a
classless society with free social mobility
must be considered suspect.

The implicit consensus of the authors is
that Thailand’s economic growth has been
successful during the last decade but they
also suggest potential problems of the future.

At present growth rates the population of
Thailand will treble during the next thirty
years and the adverse economic effects are
properly emphasized. Caldwell, however,
is much too sanguine about the feasibility of
reducing the growth rate and the burden of
the massive Bangkok metropolitan area,
while the complex social and political
objections to population restraints are
naively dismissed (Chapter 2}.

Corden believes that foreign trade through
the expansion of markets has provided the
“engine of growth” responsible for the
recent economic successes of Thailand
(Chapter 6). To the extent this is true,
future trade prospects are of paramount
importance, and it is not clear that new
export crops are on the horizon to lead the
economy as rubber, maize, tapioca and
kenaf did in the past. The export surplus
of rice is threatened by the growing popula-
tion and the disincentive to increased
production caused by the system of rice
taxation. Since under 4% of world rice

abb

production is scld in the international
market, Corden argues that small varia-
tions in output have a magnified effect
upon world prices. In the short run the
primary uncertainties are the grain
trading policies of the major nations,
particularly China and in North America,
but in the long run the new rice
technology being developed at the Inter-
national Rice Research Institute in the
Philippines may be the decisive factor.

Silock refers to the problem of rising
expectations. When Dr. Prot wrote his
chapter, the average income per person
was only I} 2,420, which as Dr. Puey has
noted is of small consolation for those
who are below it. This poverty is aggra-
vated by severe regional inequalities which
development efforts have not vet been able
to narrow. Although the Thai farmer
may find senuk in every activity (see
Phillips’ Thai Peasant Personality}, the
greatly improved system of transportation
and communication has made him increa-
singly aware of economic and social
distinctions. The design and implementa-
tion of measures to induce the effective
participation of the farmers in the develop-
ment process remains as the foremost
challenge.

Laurence D. Stifel

Journal of an Embassy to the Courts

of Siam and Cochin China by Jokr
Crawfurd, London, 1828, reprinted 1967 O.U.P.,
589 pp, plates, map with an Intreduction by David
K. W yatt, 480 Baht

Crawfurd’s meticulous journal is the most
valuable account we have of Siam and
Vietnam in the first decades of the nine-
teenth century. During a stay of three and
a half months from late March 1882 the
Mission, in the course of its protracted
dealings with the Siamese Court, gleaned a



great deal of information about Siam, being
entirely free to move about Bangkok and its
immediate environs., Crawfurd was much
disappointed in being refused permission to
visit Ayutya; however he dared not renew
his request for fear of alarming the authori
ties, having received strict instructions to
avoid any actions likely to arouse suspicion
however unjustified. = The object of the
Mission was to arrange equitable terms
upon which British ships might trade at
Bangkok and other Siamese ports. However
in spite of numerous interviews with the
Phraklang, and liberal distribution of pre-
sents, no real satisfaction was achieved, the
main obstacle to agreement being the Royal
insistence on the right to preemption of
imported goods. Crawfurd carefully relates
every stage of his hopless negotiations and
althougl: they bore no fruit the detail of his
negotiations undoubtedly provided those
who followed with a valuable displomatic
armeury as Dr. Wyatt points out in his
intruduction to this republication. In the
final ~hapters Carwfurd gives a broad, if
not totally accurate, descripticn of the prac-
tice of Buddhism, the legal system, state of
commerce, language, system of Government
and taxation of Siam and of Cochin China
which he visited after Siam.

In Saigon (which the author describes
in terms almost idyllic} and in Hué ( where
he was greatly impressed by the fort and
of which he gave an ample description)
Crawfurd was struck is the obtrusive for-

mality of the mandarins and wearied by
their fastidious insistence on a fit translations
of the Governor General of India’s letter to
the King: though Crawfurd was never
received by the King, his modest supplica-
tion as to trading terms were agreed upon
readily enough, in spite of the Governor
General's presents to the King being refused
{ again for fastidious reasons of protocol) —
this in great contrast to the experience at
Bangkok where the Court’s rapacicusness
proved to be Crawfurd’s enduring imperssion
of his stay. Throughout his narrative,
which embraces, besides the accounts of
Siam and Cochin China, descriptions of
Penang and Singapore and a number of
islands the mission called at, the author has
frequent occasion to mention with approval
and even admiration the industry of the
Chinese who at this period were arriving in
Bangkok in considerable numbers — indeed
Crawfurd’s final recommendation was to
co-operate fully with the Chinese extrepot
merchants in the prosecution of trade, since
they enjoyed an entrée into the ports of
South - East Asia denied to Europeans.

As a source of prime importance no
historian can afford to overlook this spacious
work, and, for the non-specialist no less, its
renewed accessability is to be heartily wel-
comed. The reprint is entire, preserving
the format of the first edition of 1828, com-
plete with impeaceably reproduced plates
and map.

James Young
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