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DISASTER TO THE TRIPITAKA IN ENGLAND

Miss L.B. Horner, President of the Pali Text Society, has sent news that the majority -
P of the Society’s stock of books have been destroyed by flood-water. She writoes:
| ... the PTS was founded in 1881 (2424 B.E.) for the purpose of editing Pali works
&l in roman characters and making translations of these. ... The ever-growing number
@l of people interested in Buddhism is now on the upsurge...it is a tragedy for the
PTS and our clients that several of these books are now in very short supply.

B These are some of the reasons why any financial assistance would be most welcome. I

- As an example of the t¥pe of loss and help reguired we guote: Compendism of
Philosophy { Aphidhammatiha-sangaha trans. ), 608 copies lost, only seven remaining.
8 Cost of reprinting 1000 eopies, £480 (24,000 baht ).

Any Siamese wishing to help, or for further information, please contact Mahamakut | .
Foundation, epposite Wat Bovoranives, Phra Sumern Road, Banglampoo; Mahachula
M longkorn Rajavidyalaya, Wat Mahadhatu; or The Buddhist Association of
Thailand, 41 Aditya Road, Bangkok. Those who are outside Siam, please contact the
B P1S directly at 30 Dawson Place, London, W. 2., Eungland.

A GROWING AND LOW-PRICED LIBRARY ON BUDDHIST TEACHINGS

THE WHEEL

A Series of Buddhist Publications

Covering 1n 100 issues a wide range of subjects in suthentic exposition and rellable
trenslations trom the Pall Canon. New fitles are added bi.menthly.

HAINGLE NUMBEREBt! CEY. RS. 0,80 90, |5 UBA CTE.

{ pousLE WIWBERS ACCORUINGLY Y

BUDDHIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY
PO, BOX BE, KANDY, CEYLOW.

and SUKSIT SIAM 1715 Rame IV Roed Bangkok




East-West Center Editions

LESS EXPENSIVE PAPERBACK EDITIONS OF
IMPORTANT AMERICAN SCHOLARLY BOOKS

K

East-West Center Editions, reprinted in Asia as paperbacks, are designed

to increase the availability of American scholarly books abroad-—books

by scholars and statesmen written for researchers, advanced students,

and interested laymen. Prices are generally about one-fourth those of
the original editions.

LOCATION AND LAND USE :
Toward a General Theory of Land Rent
by William Alonso

EW-101 US§1.50

PROSPECTS FOR THE WEST
by J. William Fulbright
Ew-102 US$1.256

THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF
THE PRESS

by J. Edward Gerald
EW-202 US5$1.50

NATIONAL LABOR MOVEMENTS
IN THE POSTWAR WORLD

Edited by Everett M. Kassalow

EW-203 US$L75

CIVILIAN NUCLEAR POWER:

Economic Issues and Policy Formation
by Philip Mullenbach
EW-205 US$2.00

NATURAL RESOURCES AND
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Edited by Marion Clawson
EW-201 US$2.00
EQUALITY IN POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHY

by Sanford A. Lakoff
EW-103 US$1.75

THE THIEORY OF TRADE AND
PROTECTION

by William Penfield Travis

EwW-104 US$1.75

THE POLITICAL ROLE OF LABOR
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
by Bruce H. Millen

EW-204 US$1.50
SI'RATEGY FOR MOBILITY :

Transportation for the Developing Countries
by Wilfred Owen
EW-206 US$1.75

ORDER THROUGH YOUR ILOCAL BOOKSELLER
East-West Center Press Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Cultural and Technical Interchange through Books

ol
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THE THAI SILK CO,, LTD.

JAMES HW. THOMFPSON
Managing Director

Hand ~-woven Silks & Brocades

STOLES, BLOUSES, BPORT BHIRTS, NECKTIE3

CUMMERBUNDS AND THE LARGEET SELECTION
OoF SILKSE BY THE YARD IN BANGKOX

THE COMPANY THAT MADE THAI SILK WORLD FAMGUS
NEWPREMISES 9 SURAWOMNGSE ROAD
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 List of Prentice-Hall Books

A History of Modern Southeast Asia: JOHN BASTIN

& HARRY J. BENDA, 54.— Baht
The Challenge of World Politics in South and Southeast Asia:

WERNER LEV1. 54, Baht
The Emergence of Modern Southeast Asia : 1511-1957 :

JOHN BASTIN. 43.— Baht
Toward Disengagement in Southeast Asia: B. GORDON. 43.- Baht
Soatheast Asia’s Political Sysiems: LUCIAN W. PYE. 43.— Baht
Asia and U.S. Policy: w.A wiLCOX, 43.— Baht

Prentice/Hall International

Englewood Cliffs+ New Jersey 07632 U.S.A.|Cable PRENHALL, ENGLEWGODDCLIFFSNJ

Representative in Southeast Asia:
Mr. Antonic Esposo, Managers,
Prentice-Hall International, Inc.,

P.O. Box 21,

Quezon City, Philippines.
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The Shield of Achilles ﬁﬂ

*Lion, lamb and deer,
Untouched by greed or fear,
About its woods are straying,
And quietly now
The blossoming bough
Sways, sways, sways
Above the clear unclouded brow,™
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A Note on Child-rearing in Thailand and America

As a Thai housewife living in Canada,
I am confronted with problems that face all
mothers in Nortl America, and I find mysel{
adopting some of the American customs
If I lived in
Thailand, I would raise my children as I
was raised, and would follow most of the
Thai child-rearing practices. But I find
that there are advantages in the Western
way.

and child- rearing practices.

Anyone coming from Thailand to
America, finds many of the customs strange,
and even objectionable at first, but American
customs begin to make sense when one
understands the sccial structure of the
country better.

To understand the difference in the
patterns of child - rearing in Thailand and
America, one must consider the physical and
social environment that give rise to these
patterns. The weather, the availability of
servants in Thailand apd the abundance in
America of consumer durables like washing
machines and vacuum cleaners, have some
effect on child-rearing. Of equal impor-
tance, is the emphasis in the Thai child-
rearing on obedience, and the emphasis in
American child - rearing on self - reliance.

Most Thais would have been shocked by
my expericnce in taking care of our first
daughter in England. From the time she
was six weeks old, our little girl slept cutdoor
all day iong in a pram parked in the garden.
Sometimes the sun shines, but generally the
weather in England is grey, cold and rainny.
Doctors in England believe that fresh air is
good for babies and that the way to let them

have fresh air is to put them outside even it
raing,

a&d

Winter temperature in Thailand rarely
fall below 50°F bat in America and some
western countries temperatures of -20°F are
quite common. Houses must be heated.
In the old days there were open fires in every
room and people, even the poorest, slept in
beds raised off the fioor because it was colder
on the floor than it is higher up in the room,
This is why babies are kept in “cages™ in
The bars around the erib enable
the child to see out, but they protect the
child from falling out of bed or from leaving
his bed, wandering about and injuring
himself. If the “cages” referred to by a
That observer 1 were not cribs but playpens,
then I wish to draw his attention to the
Thai custom of tying the babies’ ankles
with strings to a post. Perhaps this is not
done in the well-to-do families who can
My mother

sometimes
I remember seeing her
tying my younger brothers’ and sisters’
ankles to a post in the middle of cur house
on the bank of Chao Phya River so that
they would not fall into the river while she

America,

afford servants and nannies.
brought up seven children,
without any help.

In America
many parents using Dr. Spock’s Baby and
Child Care book as a guide, put their babies
in playpens for short periods, say, half-an-
hour, during the day, while mothers do

was busy with housework.

housework. Dr. Spock recommends the
use of the playpens but insists that babies
should be taken out as soon as they show

signs of discontentment or impatience.

| See Mz, Khamsing Srinawk, A Thai View of

the Americans”, The Social Science Review, Vol, 5,
No. 4 (March -May, 19683, pp. 7074,



Much of the difference between cluld-
rearing among edocated and well -to-do
people in Thailand and America is due to
the availability of servants, We don’t need
playpens in Thailand because we employ
servant girls to look after our children and
toddlers. There are may drawbacks in this
practice. Most servants come {rom upcoun-
try and have little knowledge or experience
in child-rearing. Although a lot of atten-
tion is gond for babies, constant attention
from servants could do some harm. The
servant usually carries the baby about all
day on her hips, Thai people cannot bear
hearing children cry and one of the servant’s
duties is not to let this happen. To prevent
him from erying the child is given anything
he wants. Some children are spoiled to a
point where they can bully other children
and get away with it. As a result some
Thai children who are so used to having
everything at their arm’s length tend to be
lazy and dependent on their elders for longer
than they ought to be.

~ We must consider the servants. These
people are also Thai, but they are the
unlucky ones who cannot aflord enough
education to enable them to find less humili-
ating or better paid work to do. Their task
is to provide comfort and prestige for the
well - to-do class and their entire lives are
regulated by their masters. The servants’
children may live with them, but they are
counted as inferior to the masters’ children
just as servants are inferior to masters. We
have all servant girls slapping their own
children to quiet them so they may attend
to the master’s children. This is the burden
which a small group of Thai people have to
bear so that the rest of us need not use
*“ cages”.

When there are no scrvant= and the
mother must cock, keep house, and lead
her own lifc as well as looking alter her
child, the child must he taught to play with
other children and by himself. Playpens
help the mothers to keep their children in a
safe place for a shart while when she has to
finish up houwsework. Mostly the playpens
are located where the children can ohserve
their mothers at worl. Bahies have the
tendency to copy and to learn from whom-
ever is close to them. Eduocational toys
were invented in America to help children
learn to occupy themselves, to experiment,
and ta develop curiosity and manual skills.
Though one would never guess this from
the behaviour of Americans in Thailand,
Armerican parents are concerned less with
keeping children neat and more with teach-
ing them to be curious and to find out things
for themselves.

The American system of child - rearing
is on the whole good for the children but
hard on mothers. Many American women
are educated as doctors, teachers, librarians,
child - psychologists, and other professions.
Most mothers prefer to stay home and look
after the children from the day the first child
was born until the day the youngest starts
school, normally five to six years, Children
brought up in this way are usually happy,
well adjusted and secure. Other mothers
prefer to continue working and to let baby
sitters or child carve centers look after the
children, This is generally as harmfol to
American children. as servants are to Thai
children. 1 know a girl, one of the four
children of a wealthy Canadian {family,
whose parents were so busy with business
ar social life, that they left her hyothers and
herself in the care of haby sitters. She

o&d




dispised the baby sitters and used to play
tricks on them, and she felt that her parents
did not give the love and attention their
children needed. Instead, the children were
given material things. They were well
dressed, and taken to proper clubs to meet
proper people. As a result there developed
no close relation among parents and the chil-
dren in her family, and this girl had trouble
in school and left home at an early age.

The absence of a rigid class structure in
America affects child - rearing as it affects
al] aspects of American life. The emphasis
in American child-rearing is on self-reliance
and independence, and the emphasis in Thai
child—rearing is on obedience and depen-
dence. Thai children are taught to respect
parents, relatives, and any other adults who
are older or more senior. In a Thai home
the child sees parents, elder brothers or
sisters, younger brotheres or sisters, cousins,
aunts, uncles, friends who come to live with
the family to study at high schoal or univer-
sity, and servants. Everybody has his
proper place in the family. The child learns
to respect and obey his parents, to look up to

his aunts,uncles, elder brothers and sisters, to
influence and command his younger brothors
and sisters, to assert his authority over
young cousins and friends from upeountry,
and to dispise and sometimes distrust the
One might say that Thai society
is a hugh family with all these relationships
among people of different classes and status.
This is what a Thai child has been brought
up with. An American child lives with
father, mother and brothers or sisters, and
he may visit relatives and grandparents a
couple of times a year. e learns at home
and at school that all children are his equals.
There is none whom he is obliged to respect
and none whom he feels free to look down

upon. He does not experience the compli-
cated and subtle relations of an extended
family. An American thinks of himself as
an individual, while a Thai always thinks
of his family first.

servants.

Samphan ( Chayaraks) Usher
Kingston, Ontario
Canada
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Essays on Thai Felklore

by Phya Anuman Rajadhon (Social Science Press)
384 pp. 120 Baht.

This is a collection of essays published by
the Social Science Association Press and
presented to an eminent teacher as a ceremo-
nial taken of respect on his 80th birthday.
All 22 articles have previously been pub-
lished, 8 of them in the Journal of the Siam
Society and 8 in the Thailand Culture Series,
mostly within the last 15 years and have
been selected chiefly because they appeared
originally in English or have subsequently
been translated. As well as short articles
there are two well known extended essays:
“The Life of the Farmer” and “The Khwan

and its Ceremonies ” which take up nearly

one-third of the volume.

The varied mixture of styles and subject
matter makes this book rather difficult to
review, more especially so since the author’s
scholarly reputation rests on more substantial
published work in Thai and on his teaching.
To give just one instance, the two most
important categories of subject matter are
“language and literature” and “ritual belief
and practices” and the latter are given
much more extensive treatment in the four-
volume collection of writings on Thai
customs also published by the Social Science
Association Press, The author is cast in
the title as a folklorist, a term which has a
rather old-fashioned ring these days, but
the wealth of vivid detail and information
in some of the essays—* Thai Charms and
Amulets” for instance—-show up the often
rather vapid and abstract writing of some
modern social scientists. At times though
one conld wish the author had not been so

oello

humble and deferential a scholar, preferring
to retreat from academic controversy rather
than risk the hazards of hypothesis and
analysis.

One of the most interesting aspects of
Phya Anuman's work s that of the eulture
critic, a role not infrequently doubled with
that of anthropologist. At times Phya Anu-
man reminds me of the virgll of the Geor-
gics, especially though not only in **The
Life of the Farmer” which is in part an
idyll celebrating and explaining the farmer’s
yearly round to the city dweller. {The
Georgics were written if ] remember
correctly to encourage Roman citizen soldiers
to return to the land.} But Phya Anuman
has an ambiguous, at times almost ironic
attitude to the town country opposition. He
can write that “ the center of progress is in
the city” and “the future of Thailand lies
with the élite class™ and speak of “customs
surviving "’ in “‘rural parts” and “‘outlying
districts™ (as if these were fast disappearing)
or represented the minority of the people;
yet he has great respect for traditional
culture and especially the beliefs and
practices, and the ethics of the farmer.
Another ambiguity is between a concern
for documenting the diversity of regional
cultures of Siam and an almost geopolitical
use of anthropology when it comes to
talking of “the Thai of Thailand”, “the
Shans of Burma ™, “the Lao of Laos™ as if
national boundaries necessarily contained or
even should contain homogenous cultures.
This may however be the fault of that rather
unsatisfactory literary form, the Ministerial
Pamphlet—there is a marked difference in
quality between the Thai Culture Series
articles, taken as a whole, and those written
for the JSS. A propos 1 should like to be



.allowed one small protest to the editor, at
the inclusion, unedited, of two versions of
-each of three essays: on “culture”, literature
and language respectively. This is, I think,
carrying respect for the teacher’s ipsissima
verba too far.

Reviewing this volume I cannot help

but reflect on the low priority given to
anthropological studies in the Universities.
Here is a distinguished ethnologist of
Siam whose eightieth birthday has been
marked by the opening of a special room in
the National Library and the publication of
a felicitation volume, but who still need to
justify and apologize for the anthropologist’s
curiosity in the popular and vulgar, the
primitive and superstitious; who provides
any number of hypotheses (however cautious)
and queries, and yet there are so few Thai
students of anthropolgy to follow them up.
There is still not a single Ph.D. in anthro-
pology in Siam, yet here is a subject
which could, as Phya Anuman himself
perceives, provide much knowledge and
understanding of That culture of which
Siam could be proud; and which since it

‘is only a deep and thorough understanding
that can lead to correct action, could
-eventually be of great practical importance,
admittedly not in terms of three or five year

-plans. The discipline of anthropology would
‘not however be an inappropriate background
for admistrative officials—indeed Phya
Anuman himself has had a distinguished

.career as a civil servant. Anthropology is
‘an inquisitive and stimulating discipline,
‘not simply theacquisition of expertize. Phya
Anuman quotes with approval the Confucian

saying ‘thinking without learning is dan-

‘gerous’. In the belief that the highest
.compliment one can pay to a teacher is not

only in ceremonial felicitation but above all
in the achievement of a fruitful dialectical
interchange between teacher and pupil.
I should like in conclusion to reverse the
Confucian saying, and emphasize rather the
danger, in our times the greater, of learning
without thinking.

Andrew Turton

Siamesisch 1llustrationen der
Buddhalehre

a traditional Buddhist manuscript frem Siaun,
with comments by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, published
by the Secial Scignce Association Press of Thailand.
German translation by the Bhikkhu FPasadika,
Bangkok 1968, Baht 100

This slender volume Siamesische Iilustra-
tionen der Buddhalehre, or Teaching
Dhamma by Pictures as the title of the

English langusge editionreads, is certainly
unigue; in one sense it is, to the best know-

ledge of this reviewer, the first publication
on classical Thai painting, with comments
by a Thai author, produced here in Siam in
the German language. There are, of course,
works on Thai art by German authors, most
recently the notable volume Thailandische
Miniaturmalereien by Professor Dr. Klaus
Wenk of Hamburg University, with highly
accomplished reproductions from a Trai-

. phum manuscript of 1776 A.D. There are

also some works in German published by
Thai authors in Germany, on Thai history,
law, and economics especially. But there
are none so far of this kind on painting.
This volume is an encouraging indication for
the growing awareness of the keen interest
abroad in the Thai cultural heritage and
for the readiness to respond to this interest,

oY)



Mr. Sulak Sivaraksa, the editor of the Social
Science Review, is to be commended for his
iniatiative, which will earn him the grati-
tude not only of the German community in
Siam but of readers in Germany as well. A
German publisher with special interest in
Siam, Horst Erdmann of Tibingen, has
adopted the Siamesischen Illustrationen into
his German publication programme.

Intended for a general German audience,
this volume should be welcome on several
accounts. The reproduction from a manu-
script of the Bangkok period, about a hundred
vears old and recently found at Chaiya in
Southern Siam, gives an impression of the
delightful art of traditional Thai miniature
painting, its freshness, delicacy of lines and
colour, its ornate style and drastic humour,
to people in Europe who on the whole have
not so far had much opportunity to get
" acquainted with this genre. In addition,
there is the learned commentary by the Ven.
Buddhadasa Bhikkho. It introduces the
reader to some of the elements of Buddhist
philosophy, its teachings about body and
"gpirit, the origin of man's suffering, the
' cycle of reincarnations, its causes, and the
way of overcoming it by detachment,
wisdom, and ultimately enlightenment.
Finally, text and illustration may serve to
" {amiliarize with some of the symbols taken
from everyday Thai life and used by monks
~and teachers to bring some of the highly'
abstract concepts of Buddhist philosophy
" down to earth for better popular compre-

hension. '

To follow this process of converting
abstraction into what may be seen and
touched is not only revealing for Thai
psychology; it is also instructive in itself.

add

Take for example, the illustration of what
a German reader might take for the Bud.
dhist version of man falling into sin, the
cause of all his suffering. There is the
mighty elephant in one of the pictures, pure
and wise at first in his umblemished spiritu-
ality. But yielding to the allurement of the
physical world, he quenches his thirst by
bloating himself with the impure waters
from the three ponds of desire. Thus
touched and dwarfed by sensuality, the once
proud elephant falls an easy prey to a tiny
The frog on its
part is eaten up by the snake of *“attachment™.
which is devoured by a bird. When
the bird descends to seek rest on a frail

frog, passionate desire.

reed waving in the wind, birth occurs.
And with birth decay: gnawing away at
the roots of the reed are four little
mice—birth, illness, age, death. Here, then,
in one symbolic painting, is a picture of
man’s misery. And following this, the
road to extrication is shown, according to
the Lord Buddha’s teaching.

The commentary, written in Thai for
Thais originally, abounds in Pali terms
which are of deep significance to the
Buddhist scholar but hardly more enlighten-
ing to the European layman, or Jess so than
expert Latin terms of Christian theology.
They might easily have been omitted in the
German translation for the sake of greate;
simplicity and clearer understanding.

German readers will particularly delight
in the illustrations themselves. Contrary
to opinions of Thai historians of art anc
culture, like Phya Anuman Rajadhon, for
example, in his work Introducing Cultura
Thailand in Qutline, they will incline tc
recognize in traditional Thai painting mort



than an ormamental accessory to religious
architecture and sculpture, namely, a form
of art in which the artistic Thai genius has
wanifested itself creatively, forcefully and
with striking originality. This is not
contradicted by the fact that traditional
Thai painting, exactly like in Europe up to
the threshold of the Renaissance, was almost
exclusively religious, serving the purposes
of religious architecture and devotion with
no ambition for individual self expression
or fame,

An introduction by Elizabeth Lyons on
traditional Thai painting and the artistic

aspects of the illustrations reproduced here
adds to the value of the little volume, which
by its carcful printing, binding and work-
manship is an encouraging indication for
the potential of modern Thai book produc.
tion, If Thai publishers were to set their
mind to it, they should not find it too
difficult to participate in the vast opportuni-
ties of the European and American book
market which, no doubt, would be gladly

receptive for contributions like this one from
Asian countries.

V. Zuehisdorf
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